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upcoming shows at www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
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The largest wedding show organisers in
the South East proudly present…

3rd and 4th september 2016
11am-4pm

one of the busiest and largest
wedding shows in essex
♥ Over 150 exhibitors including venues
♥ Fashion Shows & live music
♥ Free bridal magazine
♥ Champagne bar
♥ Refreshments available

Join us at one of the best shows in Essex
Pre-register to save time on the day at www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

EXHIBITORS MAY CALL TO BOOK NOW
01245 895470 info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

Sponsored by :

@TheMainEventUK
www.facebook.com (Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd)
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Spring shows
Sponsored by

Entertainment - lighting - decor
www.spjuk.com

2016
www.coojewellers.com

BROCKET GOLF CLUB
SUNDAY 17th APRIL

Essex

Welwyn, Hertfordshire
AL8 7XG

GREENWOODS HOTEL & SPA
SUNDAY 3rd APRIL
Stock Road, Billericay, Essex,
CM4 9BE

GREAT HALLINGBURY MANOR
SUNDAY 15th MAY
Great Hallingbury, Bishop’s
Stortford, Herts CM22 7TJ

THAT AMAZING PLACE
SUNDAY 10th APRIL

kent

Hubbards Hall Drive, Off
Churchgate Street, Old Harlow,
Essex CM17 0NH

SALOMONS ESTATE
SUNDAY 10th APRIL

HYLANDS HOUSE
17th APRIL

Salomons Estate, Broomhill Road,
Southborough, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN3 0TG

Hylands Park, London Road,
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8WQ
( over 70 stands )

LYMPNE CASTLE
24th APRIL

PONTLANDS PARK
8th MAY

The St, Lympne, Kent CT21 4LQ

West Hanningfield Road, Great
Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex
CM2 8HR

suffolk
DOVE BARN (Sudbury)
SUNDAY 10th APRIL

COLVILLE HALL
SUNDAY 22nd MAY

Castlings Hall, Sudbury, Suffolk
CO10 5ET

Chelmsford Road, White Roding,
Essex, CM6 1RQ

norfolk

hertfordshire
Fashion

HANBURY MANOR
SUNDAY 3rd APRIL
A Marriott Hotel & Country Club,
Ware, Herts SG12 0SD

show at

12pm &

2pm

SPROWSTON MANOR
MARRIOTT HOTEL &
COUNTRY CLUB
SUNDAY 22nd MAY
Wroxham Road, Norwich, Norfolk
NR7 8RP

Pre-register online to receive free entry and your copy of

ALL SHOWS RUNabsolute
FROM 11AMbridal
- 3.00 PM
UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
magazine
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Shows

Autumn shows
Essex

2016

hertfordshire

MAIN EVENT CHELMSFORD CITY RACECOURSE
saturday 3rd/SUNDAY 4th SEPTEMBER – 11am – 4pm

Coltsfoot country Retreat
Sunday 11th September

Chelmsford City Racecourse, Chelmsford, Essex
CM3 1QP ( OVER 150 stands )

Coltsfoot Ln, Datchworth, Hertfordshire SG3 6SB

HOUCHINS
SUNDAY 18th SEPTEMBER
Houchins Farm, Coggeshall, Colchester, Essex,
CO6 1RT

HALLMARK PRINCE REGENT HOTEl
SUNDAY 18th SEPTEMBER
Manor Road, Chigwell, London, IG8 8AE

COLVILLE HALL
SUNDAY 25th SEPTEMBER
Chelmsford Road, White Roding, Essex, CM6 1RQ

HYLANDS HOUSE
SUNDAY 25th SEPTEMBER
Hylands Park, London Road, Chelmsford, Essex
CM2 8WQ

GREENWOODS HOTEL & SPA
SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER
Stock Road, Billericay, Essex, CM4 9BE

GILWELL PARK
SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER
Bury Road, Chingford, East London E4 7QW

PONTLANDS PARK
SUNDAY 9th OCTOBER
West Hanningfield Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 8HR

THE REID ROOMS
SUNDAY 16th OCTOBER
Marks Hall Lane, Margaret Roding, Chelmsford, Essex
CM6 1QT

IVY HILL HOTEL
SUNDAY 23rd OCTOBER
Writtle Road, Margaretting, Chelmsford, Essex, CM4 0EH

CHANNELS GOLF CLUB
SUNDAY 30th OCTOBER
Pratts Farm Lane East, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, Essex
CM3 3PT

HANBURY MANOR
SUNDAY 18th SEPTEMBER

show at

12pm &

2pm

A Marriott Hotel & Country Club, Ware, Herts SG12 0SD

GREAT HALLINGBURY MANOR
SUNDAY 23rd OCTOBER
Great Hallingbury, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM22 7TJ

kent
LYMPNE CASTLE
SUNDAY 11th SEPTEMBER
The St, Lympne, Kent CT21 4LQ

One Warwick Park Hotel
SUNDAY 25th SEPTEMBER
One Warwick Park, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 5TA

TUDOR PARK A MARRIOTT HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB
FRIDAY 30th SEPTEMBER
Ashford Road, Bearsted, Kent, ME14 4NQ

SALOMONS ESTATE
SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER
Salomons Estate, Broomhill Road, Southborough,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0TG

THE HOP FARM
SUNDAY 9th OCTOBER
Maidstone Rd, Paddock Wood, Tonbridge, Kent TN12 6PY

WESTENHANGER CASTLE
SUNDAY 16th OCTOBER
Westenhanger Castle, Stone Street, Westenhanger,
Hythe, Kent, CT21 4HX

norfolk
SPROWSTON MANOR MARRIOTT HOTEL
& COUNTRY CLUB
SUNDAY 18th SEPTEMBER
Wroxham Road, Norwich, Norfolk NR7 8RP
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office for availability on 01245 895470
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Mitchells
Jewellers Limited
BESPOKE JEWELLERS

Mitchells is a unique
and beautiful family run
jewellers. Our bespoke design
service is second to none
and with our relaxed and
informal approach we aim to
make your special purchase
a very memorable experience.
However, if bespoke is not
for you, then we hold in
stock a large range of
beautiful jewellery, with
everything from silver to
platinum and diamonds. We

also stock a large range
of diamond engagement
rings and wedding rings
which come with a free resizing service, should you
require it. We also offer
a large range of gifts for
bridesmaids and the best
man at affordable prices.
So whatever your budget or
your requirements, we are
certain that our family run
jewellers will be the only
place you will need to visit.

01621 859 969
E:enquiries@mitchellsjewellers.com

www.mitchellsjewellers.co.uk
MitchelleJewellers_FPA_AB22.indd
Mitchellsjewellers_FPA_AB20.indd 11
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Office Manager
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To keep up to date with all things wedding-related, connect with us on
Twitter at @TheMainEvent, and join us on
Facebook via the Main
Event Wedding Shows page.

Linda Grant

Director - Absolute
Bridal & Main Event
Wedding Shows Ltd

spring/summer 2016
covering the south
east

Anne x

Director - Absolute
Bridal & Main Event
Wedding Shows Ltd
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Wishing you all the very best,

Vanessa Challis

FREE ABSOLUTE BRIDAL

fter what seemed like a cold, unending winter, spring
is finally in the air and I for one can’t wait for my flowers
of choice – peonies – to come into season again. With
this in mind, we spoke with some of the south-east’s very best
florists to tell us all about their favourite seasonal big-day blooms,
from beautifully styled bouquets to statement blossom tree
centrepieces. If you’re looking for floral inspiration, turn to page 43.
Whilst on the subject of my favourite things this season, I can’t fail
to mention the rustic trend, which has found its way into wedding
stationery, cakes and even venue dressing. A purse-friendly theme,
it allows the couple to get personal with their big day, and often
with charming, artistic touches. One of our real brides, Gemma
demonstrated her creative skills by devising her own shabbychic wedding vision. This included a heart-shaped seating plan,
calligraphy name cards written by her future mother-in-law and a
cake made by her future husband’s grandmother! Not only were
the results one of a kind, it brought the two families together and
no doubt created many more beautiful memories that will last long
after the wedding.
With summer just around the corner, we decided to share our
ultimate summer fashion and beauty tips – from bridal trends (page
13) to boho accessories (page 30) and laid-back up-dos (page 36)
to natural look make-up tips (page 34), we’ve got you covered.
There’s even a look at the chicest bridesmaids dresses of the
moment (page 26), which will save you and your besties from any
potential changing room meltdowns when you’re dressing your
girl squad. Grooms are not forgotten, with dapper lightweight suit
styles (page 105) and debonair cufflinks (page 103) to assist your
big-day shopping.

the team

Grooms | Show Dates

Glow from the inside
out with our health
and beauty tips

| Venues | Real Wedding
s and much more!

Marco and Maria arrives
at Morgan Davies
Morgan Davies bridal boutique in Hitchin has recently
welcomed the all-new 2016 Marco and Maria collection.
Creators Marco Marrero and Maria Diaz have remained under
the radar of many brides-to-be, however that all changed
at Barcelona Bridal week when the captivating gowns were
showcased. “We fell in love with the delicate and intricate lace
detailing that contrasts with their signature heavily embossed
style,” says Jane Shorten, boutique manager. The dresses in
this collection are drawn together by key elements of similarity,
but with fabric, colour and silhouette variations. From powdered
shades of pink, blue and champagne to white and ivory, the
delicate layers of sheer fabrics come to life.
Morgan Davies is hosting a ‘designer dress for less’ event from
5th April, 2016 for five days only, so brides-to-be on a budget
can find sample gowns from the shop’s 2014 and 2015 ranges.
To make an appointment or for more information, visit
morgandaviesbridal.co.uk
10
NEWS.indd 10
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News

One Warwick Park set

to open

One Warwick Park an elegant 39-room hotel, will open in
Tunbridge Wells’ historic Pantiles district this June providing a
new possibility for event organisers. The sophisticated property
will offer stylish and contemporary interior design, intuitive
technology, as well as a carefully curated experience in each of its
rooms, suites and entertainment spaces.
The hotel will inhabit a creatively reimagined brew house and
schoolhouse, taking the previously unconnected structures and
creating a harmonious and unified building, filled with light. A
feature gallery space will link the two buildings and promises to
surprise with a stylish, shifting canvas of showcases from local,
national and international artists.
A private dining area and a range of meeting and events spaces
will offer flexibility for celebrations or company gatherings of up
to 180 people.
The Old School House will be the main function room and
archetype of beautiful simplicity; provides a contemporary white
backdrop whilst retaining the school house’s 19th timber vaults
and 15ft arched windows creating a unified space filled with light,
energy and vitality. Perfect for a wedding or celebration of up to
180 people, this 140sqm space is licensed for weddings and hire
includes an elegant pre-function bar area and alfresco terrace,
ideal for welcome drinks and photography.
One Warwick Park will welcome guests from June 2016. For more
information on the opening, visit onewarwickpark.co.uk

Maids to Measure teams up with a Dragon
Maids to Measure, the specialist British bridesmaid brand, has
secured the backing of BBC Dragon Touker Suleyman.
The company, founded in 2013 by entrepreneurial sisters Sinclair
and India Sellars, attracted the attention of Suleyman, the
owner of fashion leader Ghost. Suleyman approached the girls
to discuss working together and becoming a joint force in the
bridesmaid world.
Maids to Measure offers UK brides and their maids the chance
to create their own dresses without being limited to the often
restricted range on the UK high street. It offers women the
chance to create their own look and feel from a choice of over
50 dresses in over 20 colourways, different fits and lengths,
providing solutions for all shapes, sizes and wedding themes.
Since launching, the company has looked after over 6,000 brides,
has been fully booked with an appointment waiting list, and has
won a string of industry awards, including being listed as one of
The Guardian’s best Start- ups.
The investment from Suleyman, a well-known supporter of British
start-ups, will be used to make the brand a house hold name by
creating a small ready-to-wear collection of the most popular
styles and colours, expand the range on offer, further improve
the distribution channels and enhance the service offering.
Sinclair Sellars commented, “We’re really excited to announce
this new partnership, which will not only provide us with
invaluable time and advice but also the investment injection to
take the business to the next level and continue to serve British
bridesmaids with the choice they deserve.”
To view the label’s collections, visit maidstomeasure.com

Ice Clinic unveils new treatments

A few weeks ago, the Ice Clinic in Beckenham held a launch to demonstrate a
revolutionary new hair removal system. The clinic has the mantra, “It takes more than
a treatment to transform your body, it takes a customised plan,” meaning that the
business is based not only on the aesthetics, but also the health and well-being of their
clients – something unique to the Ice Clinic.
Julie Jacobs-French, the owner of Ice Clinic, started by demonstrating the new
Smoothie hair removing system, which consists of an alkaline-based paste, being
applied to the area and leaving for 5-10 minutes. The paste is then removed with a
mineral water and then a nourishing avocado and papaya oil is applied to further
hydrate the skin. The alkaline formula penetrates the skin and targets the hair follicle
to help stop hair re-growth and visibly remove any hair that may be present. The clinic
also demonstrated the new fat freezing machine, which targets specific, problem areas.
For more information, visit ice-clinic.com
spring/summer 2016
NEWS.indd 11
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SarahDay.co.uk

Clare BRIDAL STUDIO

Designer and Maker of Bespoke Vintage inspired
Bridalwear Clothing and Accessories

www.clarebridalstudio.co.uk
CLAIRE PETTIBONE
TERRY FOX
MARTINA LIANA
LOU LOU
SOTTERO &
MIDGLEY
MIA SOLANO

CLAIRE PETTIBONE
TERRY FOX
MARTINA LIANA
LOU LOU
SOTTERO &
MIDGLEY
MIA SOLANO

DESIGNER WEDDING GOWNS, SHOES & ACCESSORIES
15 Hatter Street, Bury St edmundS, Suffolk, IP33 1ne

Anything but ordinary!
Sarah@sarahday.co.uk
07597829566 | 01206867531
Based in Colchester

Rose’sGowns
At Rose’s Gowns we have a passion
for providing everything you need to make
your special day perfect.
We have a stunning collection of wedding
gowns and bridesmaids dresses and are
the ofﬁcial local stockists of Bellice, D’Zage,
Opulence, Eddy K, Romantica of Devon, and
Phoenix Gowns.
We offer all our brides a one-to-one
consultation. This ensures every bride gets
the best level of service. It is advisable to book
an appointment, especially on a Wednesday or
Saturday as these are our busiest days.
13-15 Market Place,
Stevenage, Herts
SG1 1DH
Tel: 01438 748088

info@rosesgowns.com
www.rosesgowns.com
10% DISCOUNT OFF ANY BRIDAL ORDER WHEN
MENTIONING THIS ADVERT

012_AB22.indd 12
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Fashion

Aisle
style
Embrace this summer’s
hottest bridal trends

Charlie Brear, www.charliebrear.com

Bridal Fashion Trends.indd 13

spring/summer 2016
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Christine’s
Occasion Wear

Martels Events Village, High Easter Road,
Barnston, Essex, CM6 1NA

• Over 200 beautiful
designer dresses in stock

Beautiful Clothes for
all occasions.

• Free consulting service
offered to all brides

Stunning outfits
and co-ordinating
accessories for
Mother of the Bride
and Groom and all
other occasions
and Events

• Prices to suit all budgets
• Custom-Made service
available
• By Appointment between
10am and 8pm
• Your very own personal,
stress-free shopping
experience

Zeila
Cabotine
Dress Code
Ispirato

Phone: 07850 644 600

facebook.com/bestdress2impress
sharon@bestdress2impress.co.uk
www.bestdress2impress.co.uk

Expert alteration service available to ensure
your purchase is the perfect fit.

54 Chingford Mount Rd, London E4 9AA

01371 871500
www.christinesoccasionwear.co.uk

Special Occasions is a family
run business with an extensive
range of:
 Bridal gowns

 Bridesmaids dresses
 Bridal accessories
We will not be beaten on price
and there is no need for
an appointment

Special Occasions

1-2 Kings Parade, Stanford-le-Hope, Essex, SS17 OHR
01375 361058

www.essexwedding.org
Special Occasions Bridal Essex

014_AB22.indd 14
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Petal power

Belle by Sassi Holford
www.sassiholford.com

Kyra by David Tutera for Mon Cheri
www.moncheribridals.com

Stella by Zetterberg
www.zetterbergcouture.com

This season floral appliqué
goes three-dimensional

MD180 by Eddy K
www.eddyk.com

Myrtle by Loulou Bridal
www.louloubridal.co.uk

Hero by Jenny Packham
www.jennypackham.com

spring/summer 2016
Bridal Fashion Trends.indd 15
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It takes two
Mix and match separates to create your
dream bridal look

Pearl cami and Scarlett
skirt by Belle & Bunty
www.belleandbunty.co.uk

Aubrey top and Augustine
skirt by Charlie Brear
www.charliebrear.com

Harper dress, Langley topper and
Blythe sash by Charlotte Balbier
www.charlottebalbier.com

Anya dress with Genevieve skirt
Karen Willis Holmes
www.karenwillisholmes.com

Cover girl
Offering two looks in one, overlay skirts add a
touch of drama to big-day look

Emilia by Oscar de la Renta
www.odlr.com

16

Luna by Amanda Wakeley
www.amandawakeley.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Olivia Rose
BRIDALS

We’re a style conscious bridal boutique for the discerning modern
bride selling a unique collection of bridal gowns & accessories.
We celebrate women with a free spirit, a passion for
fashion and all things feminine.

An extensive range of Bridal gowns and Maids outﬁts to
choose from in spacious surroundings you can move freely
and see the full beauty of every gown.
Sample gowns in many sizes to try so don’t be afraid to visit
if you are petite or of a fuller ﬁgure.
Also, for the groom, with suits from the award winning
Cameron Ross.
Designers such as:
Maggie Sottero
Martina Liana
Essense
Stella York
Sottero & Midgley
and for bridesmaids
Sorella Vita
Ebony Rose
Dessy
38-40 Gabriels Hill, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JJ | 01622 755090

www.weddingdresses.uk.com

017_AB22.indd 17

Collections by

• Ella Rosa • Lillian West
• Christina Rossi
• Veromia & Dzage
• Benjamin Roberts
In house alteration service

3 London Road, Wickford, Essex, SS12 0AW
01268 766569
donna@oliviarosebridal.co.uk
www.oliviarosebridal.co.uk

20/03/2016 14:34

Tiers of joy
Layered skirts have been modernised
for new-age romance
Payton dress with Vernia skirt by
Charlie Brear
www.charliebrear.com

Emma by Oscar
de la Renta
www.odlr.com

Gabriele by Indiebride
www.indiebrides.co.uk

Cate by Muscat Bridal
www.muscatbridal.com

See legs

Short hems are a summer staple, with mini
dresses being popular for 2016

Higher Love by
Stewart Parvin
www.stewartparvin.com

18

Perdith by Jenny Packham
www.jennypackham.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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75b Eastwood Road
Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7JN

01268 776826
@turnerpennell

Turner and Pennell Bridal Gallery

info@turnerandpennell.co.uk

www.turnerandpennell.co.uk
Pennell_FPA_AB22.indd
1
TURNERANDPENNELL_FPA_AB21.indd
1
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01/12/2015 16:17
15:52

Go local
Fashion

We put a spotlight on bridal fashion’s best
talents in your regions

Sarah Day Bridal
We talk to Essex dressmaker Sarah Day about period
design, corsets and flattering your figure
What made you want to be a bridal designer?
When I started sewing as a teenager, it was to
make Tudor costumes for re-enactments. Historical
fashions have a lot to offer the modern bride, but I
noticed that all too often the ‘period’ styles in shops
were unimaginative, unflattering and often lacked
the necessary structure to be comfortable. A lot of
the bad press directed at corsets is down to the fact
that off-the-peg models just don't fit and aren’t
boned properly. A good corset should feel like a
hug, not someone elbowing you in the ribs! So once
I’d finished my degree in Fashion and Textiles, I
decided to go into bridal.
How does your period costume experience feed
into your bridal design inspiration?
I’ve always loved historical fashion, everything
from the flowing Medieval gowns to the hourglass
corsets of the Victorians. Sometimes I use the
general silhouette as inspiration, other times it
might be a tiny detail, such as a piece of antique
embroidery or a neckline. Though I sometimes
make outfits that are historically accurate, including
all the underneath layers, it’s more interesting to
mix things up a bit. These past templates are a

great foundation when
working on a design.
Who is the typical
Sarah Day bride?
I don't think I could
describe a ‘typical’ Sarah
Day bride, some of my
customers know exactly what they want, but have
struggled to find it in traditional wedding shops,
others have lots of ideas but don't know how to
bring them together into the perfect dress. Perhaps
the common factor is that they know themselves.
Very often my customers have searched the shops
in vain, but struggled to find a dress that fits them
and complements their body shape, and believe me,
fit makes a huge difference. A bride whose dress
I’m working on at the moment said she felt better
in the toile mock-up I’d done than in any of the
dresses she'd tried on, because it fitted properly!
To find out more about Sarah, call 07597 829 566,
email at sarah@sarahday.co.uk or visit
www.sarahday.co.uk

Sarah’s tips for getting that wedding
dress with a difference
♥ Collect ideas: Pinterest is handy for this, or
a good old fashioned scrapbook. It all helps to
show what shapes and details you are drawn to
by collecting pictures. A good dressmaker can
then bring them together into you dream dress.
♥ Have it made to fit you: I know there are
places abroad that offer ‘made to measure’ at
impossibly low prices, but measurements and
standard sizes are rarely enough to ensure a
perfect fit. Get it made locally so that it can
be fitted to you and tweaked. You can see the
fabric, try out different necklines and make sure
the design really is the one before it’s made.
♥ Be open to suggestions: You may have seen
a dress you love online or in a magazine – it
looks incredible in the picture, but when you
tried on one similar, it looked awful. Don't
despair; keep that shape in mind and discuss it
with your dressmaker. The difference between a
dress that flatters you, and one that doesn't can
be very subtle.

Hats of Herts

We speak to shop owner Sue Crace about hats and wedding dress codes
Do you have any tips for mothers-of-the-bride?
My tip to the mothers-of-the-bride is to make
sure you feel comfortable. I also always suggest
a fabulous hat for the ceremony and photo, then

a matching fascinator or crinoline piece. Once in
the car on the way to the reception, she can tidy
her hair and replace her hat
with the alternative piece, so
that she’s ready now to receive
guests and to eat the meal
without the hat getting in
the way.
What do you advise brides
to do if they want
their female guests to
wear hats?
They should slip one
of my cards in the
invitation – it worked
well for my clients last
summer. All women
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want to wear a hat to a wedding, despite what they
might say. They love knowing everyone is going to
be wearing a hat – they can really go to town then!
The one thing that guests are never happy about is
being unsure of the dress code.
Tell us more about what you offer wedding guests?
I only hire my hats out as I’m rather possessive of
them! To hire, they’re usually around £40. For the
mother of the bride or groom, a fascinator or crin
piece is charged at only £5 if they’re already hiring
a hat. In terms of pieces to buy, I do a range of
beautiful bags to complement more unusual colour
palettes, as well as pashminas in all colours, and
matching ties for the husbands.
For more information, call Sue on 01992 631 785
or visit www.hatsofherts.co.uk
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Peaches bridal range consists of designs by Alfred Angelo, Bonny, Sincerity and
Venus. We also have a specialised selection of plus size gowns, the ‘Unforgettable’
range by Bonny Bridal caters for brides sized 18 to 34. With dresses in every
conceivable style we are sure you’ll be impressed!

Peaches Wedding Shop
92 The Stow, Harlow, Essex, CM20 3AP
Telephone 01279 414101
Email info@peachesweddings.co.uk
Opening hours:

Monday & Saturday: 10-5 Tuesday • Thursday & Friday: 10-4
Closed Wednesday • Closed Sunday

www.peachesweddings.co.uk
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How Gemma
and Dan said

“

I do

”

Gemma, 27, and Dan Butler, 28
got married on 2nd May 2015.
They opted for The Grasshopper
Inn because it has an intimate feel
and Tudor features – ideal for the
shabby-chic feel of their big day.

We’re childhood sweethearts, having met in our
school days when we were 14 and 15 years old.
Dan was going out with my friend at the time and I
remember saying to her “Your boyfriend is well fit,”
as you do when you’re that age! Two weeks later they
broke up and probably around a month after that he
asked me to be his girlfriend during one of the many
long phone calls we used to have.
Dan proposed to me on Christmas Eve 2012 after
nine years together. I’d been at Afternoon Tea in
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London with my mum
all day. Meanwhile Dan
left work early so he could prepare the proposal
before I got home. When I was on my way home,
my best friend Holly called me to say she wanted
to drop off some presents at the house. I pulled up
outside the house which was in darkness, and Holly
pulled up behind me in her car. I put my key in the
door I opened the door and saw a trail of tea lights.
At this point I knew what was happening so without
saying a word to Holly, I closed the door behind me.
The candles ran from the front door, through our
lounge right up to the Christmas tree, where Dan

was on one knee. Of course I cried, screamed “yes!”
and gave him the biggest kiss and cuddle. While this
was happening poor Holly was left banging on the
front door!
When we went to see the Grasshopper I think
we both knew it was perfect for us. It had a very
intimate feel to it with its Tudor-style features,
making it perfect for our rustic wedding.
We chose a plum, pink and cream colour scheme,
with really personal table decorations. As we’ve been
together a long time, we decided to use years that
meant something to us both as table names. For
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example, we had the year we met, the year of our first
holiday together, the year we bought our first home
and so on, each with a picture of us at that time in
our life. I’m sure some of them gave the guests a
giggle or two. And I can't forget the beautiful flowers
– roses, lisyanthus and Colombian hydrangeas –
which were provided by one of The Grasshopper’s
suppliers, Dora Kovacs.
We even had a helping hand from family for the
finer details. Dan’s mum, Lorraine hand-wrote all
of the guests’ names in lovely calligraphy, while his
talented Nan, Sheila made us a three-tier cake made
up of chocolate, madeira and fruit cake sponges,
which was completely iced with a delicate flower
arrangement running down the middle. She spent
months practising, giving us tasters and making each
individual flower. She even hand-stitched a sign with
our names and the date of our wedding on it, which
sat beautifully by the cake’s side.
My four bridesmaids wore floor-length oneshoulder strap dresses in a purple grape shade.
I had looked into varied colours at the beginning,
however, when I saw the dress in this colour I knew
it would suit all of the girls and that it would work
perfectly with the pink and cream tones in the
flowers and the other decorations I had in mind.
We arranged a Rat Pack singer to entertain our
guests while we had our photographs taken. As
we walked back into the venue, we saw a group of
friends and family dancing. We both looked at each
other, thinking it was a bit early for dancing, as we’d
not even sat down for our wedding breakfast yet. The
music was fantastic, but we think the free bar may
have helped lower our guests’ inhibitions!
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The funniest moment of the day came courtesy of
Dan’s brother Marc, who was an usher. One of his
jobs was to announce us into the wedding breakfast.
We thought he’d be a bit nervous about doing it so
we didn’t ask him to do or say too much. However,
as the guests were seated, Marc walked into the
room and unexpectedly started beatboxing on the
microphone. Everyone looked round, wondering
where or who it was coming from. It was so funny
and definitely caught everyone’s attention.
All of the speeches were wonderful, hilarious and
emotional, especially my Dad’s. He’s not one for
public speaking and was so nervous about it that he
wrote it at least six months in advance, practising it
with my mum and brothers on a regular basis. I was
so proud of him, he delivered it perfectly.
As well as our DJ, we had a photo booth in the
evening. This was definitely a hit with the guests and
it was great that everyone could take away photos
as a reminder of what I hope they thought was a
wonderful wedding. We also had our wedding filmed
by Insta Wedding which was a last-minute decision
but I’m so pleased we decided to have this done. It’s
so lovely watching the video back with family and
friends – I could watch it every day if Dan let me.
We honestly couldn’t pick one part of the day
that stood out the most. We enjoyed every part of
it and we would do anything to relive the day again.
Everyone kept saying to us to make sure that we
take five minutes at some point in the day to step
back and take it all in. I remember doing this and
looking at everyone having a great time. This made
all the time and effort we put into everything well
worth it.

spring/summer 2016
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Gemma and dan's

Little Black Book
Wedding dress:
Denia by La Sposa Barcelona from
With Love Bridals in New Eltham
withlovebridals.co.uk
Groom’s outfit:
Moss Bros. moss.co.uk
Bridesmaids:
LightInTheBox lightinthebox.com
Venue and catering:
The Grasshopper Inn
grasshopperinn.co.uk
Flowers:
Events & Floral Design by Dora
Kovacs dorakovacs.com
Entertainment:
 Chris Beard thevoicethefeet.com
 Fantasy Photobooth
fantasyphotobooth.weebly.com
 Hits Discos hitsdiscos.co.uk
Cinematographer:
Insta Wedding insta-wedding.co.uk
Photographer:
James Grist Photography
jamesgristphotography.co.uk
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Fashion

Ladies in

waiting

Bridesmaids dress shopping is never easy, with clashing
tastes to reconcile. Thankfully, this season’s styles offer
up mix and match shapes and shades that should
keep all your girlfriends happy!

PRETTY IN PINK

This subtle pale pink
number with an illusion
sweetheart bodice and
beaded waistband is the
picture of
ladylike elegance.
Peach pink primose
BHS £95

A HINT OF MINT

 TWENTIES
TWINKLE

If you’re planning an
Art Deco-inspired
wedding, add a touch
of sparkle to your bestie
with this fabulous
floorsweeper.
Astra maxi, £225, No.1
by Jenny Packham for
Debenhams
www.debenhams.com

Embrace the perennial spring/summer pastels trend with a fresh mint green – a hue that ties in
with most of the season’s colour palettes while steering clear of the overly girlish tones. These
crossover straps will enhance sculpted upper arms.
Aurora maxi, £119 and Rayne, £139, Monsoon
uk.monsoon.co.uk

 ALL INCLUSIVE

The renowned bridal designer
now makes bridesmaid
dresses to suit bridal parties
of all ages, so you can dress
your young relatives and
adult friends in style which
complement each other.
Bridesmaid collection, Prices
on request, Amanda Wyatt
www.amandawyatt.com

 FULL
BLOOM

twobirds
Bridesmaid’s
chiffon rosette
trim adds
charm to a
flattering
midi-length style
with straps that can be tied
a multitude of different ways.
Available in two sizes, the
collection fits sizes 4 to 24.
Rosette in tea-length, £310,
twobirds Bridesmaid
www.twobirdsbridesmaid.co.uk
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 AMAZING LACE
This charming layered lace
prom dress is ideal for al
fresco summer weddings,
teamed with ’60s-inspired
make-up and hair.
Milly, £140, Phase Eight
www.phase-eight.co.uk
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Fashion
 PINK LADIES

This fun piece will make a cute cover-up for
your favourite girls while you’re getting ready
together on the big day.
Bridesmaid kimono, £40, Boux Avenue
www.bouxavenue.com

IN THE NAVY

These demure-yet-pretty
dresses are appropriate for
weddings of all styles, and
the different hemlines would
work well for bridesmaids of
different ages and heights.
Bluebell maxi, £119 and
Bluebell short, £99, Monsoon
uk.monsoon.co.uk

 FLOOR SHOW

This fabulous full-length dress
exudes grown-up elegance in slinky
jersey, with embellished side-waist
detail and shoulder ruching.
Chelsea, £160, Phase Eight
www.phase-eight.co.uk

COLD SHOULDER

The Bardot neckline of this
prom mini is a key summer
ready-to-wear trend, while the
structured fit and moulded
bodice ensure that it’s fit for a
formal occasion
Prom, £65, Chi Chi London
www.chichiclothing.com

 PRINTS
CHARMING

Made from lightweight
chiffon, this option
features a girlish rose
pattern and floaty skirt
– ideal for a bohemianstyle wedding party.
ASOS WEDDING
rose print midi, £55,
ASOS
www.asos.com
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TULLE ON

These diaphanous
column silhouettes
are signature Kelsey
Rose dresses.
50177 Multiway
and 50187, Prices on
request, Kelsey Rose
www.kelseyrose.co.uk
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Set in the idealic location of one of the iconic Oast Houses at Paddock Wood, The Kent Wedding Centre
offers a unique new concept designed exclusively to take the stress out of your wedding plans.
By selecting some of the best suppliers in their field and encapsulating them in a fabulous
setting, we believe you need look no further, in planning your day. If we don’t have a service of product
that you are looking for, one of our partners certainly will have a connection.

With over 100 year experience between the 3 main directors of the company, we know your expectations
and fully believe we have built a ‘wedding experience’ that will fulfill all of your dreams.
We look forward to welcoming you to our centre

Tel: 01622 873434
EMAIL: info@thekentweddingcentre.com

www.thekentweddingcentre.com
We are also on Twitter and Facebook
The Kent Wedding Centre_FPA_AB22.indd 1
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Fashion
Golden Leaves hair pin,
£28, Glitzy Secrets
www.glitzysecrets.com

Bronze Angel hair comb,
£22, Glitzy Secrets
www.glitzysecrets.com

Acacia flower crown,
4.99, Chi Chi London
www.chichiclothing.com

Wilderness headband, £220, Flo & Percy
www.floandpercy.com
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Shake!

I Can Fly Swan Feather
gold earrings, £114, Chupi
www.chupi.ie

Whatever bridal trend you opt for with your
wedding dress, adding some boho chic
accessories will make your outfit timeless

Crowning glory
If you’re going for an ethereal look on your big day, loose waves with
nature-inspired hair adornments is the way to go. The options are
endless: from delicate, sinuous hair vines and dreamy,
gem-encrusted tiaras to shimmering beaded combs and crystal
flower-studded grips. Carry the look through to your wedding
jewellery with floral and feather necklaces, cuffs and cocktail rings.

Alice crystal vine,
£15, Accessorize
uk.accessorize.co.uk
Rosamund hair vine,
£275, Halo & Co
www.haloandco.com
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Maisy crystal leaf hairband,
£25, Phase Eight
www.phase-eight.co.uk

The Gin Sling necklace,
£125, Flo & Percy
www.floandpercy.com
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1970s-print clutch,
£20, Rock My Vintage
www.rockmyvintage.co.uk

Ember clutch,
£55, Vintage Styler
www.vintagestyler.co.uk

Felicity wedges, £225, Freya Rose
www.freyarose.com

Karis kitten heels,
£240, Love Art Wear Art
www.loveartwearart.com

Touchy feely
When it comes to nailing bohemian bridal footwear,
clutches and sashes, luxurious texture is key. Beads, pearls,
rhinestones, and rich embroidery are essential in creating
that unconventional yet elegant edge. Glittering surfaces,
light-capturing facets and diaphanous sheers will bring
personality to the canvas of your wedding dress.
Elsa zip clutch, £29, Accessorize
uk.accessorize.co.uk

Pink Floral embellished clutch,
£28, Wallis
www.wallis.co.uk

Peony peep toes in gold,
£200, Harriet Wilde
www.harrietwilde.com

Alice belt, £125, Minna
www.minna.co.uk

spring/summer 2016
Boho Bridal Accessories.indd 31
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Beauty
Nicky Clarke Diamond Shine
Pro Salon Blow Dryer

This hairdryer, from esteemed British Hairdresser Nicky Clarke,
is diamond-infused and has two speed settings and three heat
settings plus cool shot for maximum styling control. The real
diamond-infused grille means you can create a salon standard
blow dry at home. Ionic technology helps to create a smooth,
frizz-free blow dry, keeping your hair shiny and glossy.
Available from nationwide branches of Argos and Boots, it’s
priced £63.99.

Hello Kitty collection from O.P.I

This six-shade nail varnish range featuring the charming Japanese
character offers bright and fun shades that cover the forthcoming
season’s beauty trends, as well as making a fun gift for your
bridesmaids. Colours include the glittery Charmmy and Sugar,
classic nude Let’s Be Friends! and iconic crimson red, 5 Apples Tall.
Hello Kitty from O.P.I nail polishes are £12.50 and are available from
selected department stores and online from asos.com

{Boutique{
The Beauty
These products will have you looking like a million
dollars on your wedding day

Skin Breeze Under Eye Brightener and
Brightening Serum

Skin Breeze’s Under Eye Brightener (£35) contains
seaweed extract and oxidoreductases to detoxify,
soothe and tighten the skin under the eye to reduce
dark circles and puffiness. Meanwhile, the Brightening
Serum (£40) lightens and brightens skin tone and helps
to reduce unwanted pigmentation. Both are available
from skinbreeze.co.uk

Joan Collins Timeless Beauty
spring 2016 collection
Bella, Lara and Rosy are the latest
colour additions to actress Joan
Collins’ Timeless Beauty makeup range, a line which already
comprises 13 Divine Lips lipstick
and Nail Lacquer shades. Bella is
a soft, cherry-blossom pink, Lara is
a luxurious coral hue and Rosy is a
feminine, sultry fuchsia.
Divine Lips lipsticks are £18
while the Nail Lacquer polishes
are £13, and both are available
from Harrods, large Marks and
Spencers stores and online at
joancollinsbeauty.com
32

PRO:VOKE Touch of Silver Intensive
Keratin Treatment Shots
Rescue and repair damaged hair with these
Keratin Shots. Their concentrated formula
instantly strengthens damaged hair, making
it smooth, straight and easy to style. This
rejuvenating treatment shot also increases the
hair’s elasticity, softens and moisturises with its
deep hydration action.
Use as part of a regular hair care regime for
instant and intense hair care benefits.
Intensive Keratin Shots are £6.99 for three 12ml
shots. PRO:VOKE Touch of Silver products are
available at Boots stores nationwide.

Sachajuan Straight and Shine spray

This feather-light styling and finishing hair spray
works to create both a glossy shine and texture
in just a spritz. Whether you’re opting for
bouncy waves, wind-swept layers, or a modern
take on the Bardot, just spray into damp hair
and blow dry out.
Priced £22, it’s available online from
net-a-porter.com
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Beauty

Natural

beauty
Make-up artist Caroline Rhys-Taylor
shows us how to get a fresh,
pretty daytime look for a spring
or summer wedding

GET THE LOOK
Eyes:

joannabongard.com

Get the soft smoky eye effect using MAC
Hey and Vanilla Extract shadows on
the centre of the lid, adding smokiness
with the Dance in the Dark shade in the
crease using a soft fluffy blending brush.
A classic feline flick can be achieved
using Bobbi Brown Gel Liner in Black
Ink. My Bride had had Eyelash Extensions two
weeks before, so no mascara was required.

Brows:

Use Charlotte Tilbury Brow Lift – it’s a great
three-in-one pen that adds highlighter to the
brow bone and fills in any gaps in the brow.
joannabongard.com

Caroline’s 5 make-up no no’s

 Skipping primer

The right primer will not only help
your make-up look perfect for longer,
it will also smooth over fine lines,
wrinkles and open pores.

Just applying

make-up to your face

Instead, extend down your neck and
over your shoulders if necessary, this
will ensure you face is not a different
colour or even texture to your body –
everything should look uniform for the
most natural look possible.



OD'ing on
highlighter

You probably want to look like a
glowing goddess on your wedding day,
but you need to keep a couple of areas
matte, like your forehead and upper lip.

If your forehead is even the tiniest
bit shiny, you're going to look oily,
not healthy; and if your upper lip is
gleaming, it's going to look like you're
sweating.

 Following trends

Don’t go for anything too trend-led.
It's worth bearing in mind that you'll
have to live with photos from your
wedding for the rest of your life, so it's
best to avoid statement looks and opt
for something more classic.

 Rushing

Allow at least 45 minutes to an hour
for make-up application on the
wedding day.

Foundation:

I use Makeup Forever Ultra HD Foundation
as it can be built up in thin layers, starting in
the middle of the face and blended outwards
using a foundation brush.

Blush:

Use Bobbi Brown Pale Pink Pot Rouge for
lips and cheeks. Applied to the apple of the
cheeks and blended upwards and outwards
towards the hairline, it creates a more
flattering modern look than powder blushers,
which can sometimes look flat.

Lips:

Apply a soft blend of Bobbi Brown Crystal
Pink and Pink Blossom lipstick, with a touch of
MAC Plushglass in Ample Pink in the centre
to give a fuller lip.

Setting Powder:

Use Charlotte Tilbury Airbrush Flawless Finish
in Medium. Dust lightly with a big round brush
across the forehead, down the nose and chin
to ensure that long-lasting glow all day.

To make enquiries about Caroline’s wedding make-up services, call 07718 074 037,
email hello@flawless-mua.co.uk or visit flawless-mua.co.uk
34
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Essex Bridal Hair & Makeup

We provide a high quality mobile hair and makeup service, ensuring you look your best on your wedding day.
We cover the whole Essex area and provide our services for civil partnerships,
proms, anniversaries, parties and all special occasions.
To book the wow factor, contact us on;

email: dawn@essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk mobile: 07518811918

www.essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk

A freelance makeup and hair artist creating stunning
bespoke looks for the whole bridal party.
I pride myself on a highly professional service and I will work
with you meticulously to get the look you want for the day.

Jo Ball

Tel: 07929 415827
Email: jbbeautiful@outlook.com
Facebook: JB Beautiful Makeup and Hair Artist
Instagram: @jojbbeaut
Twitter: @jojbbeaut
Covers London, Middlesex, Hertfordshire, Essex and Bedfordshire
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✿
Hair

glory

Crowning

rebeccaweddingphotography.co.uk

Hair and make-up artist Vicky Brown shares her
favourite summer bridal hairstyles

aphy.co.uk

rebeccaweddingphotogr

LOOK 2:
Half-up half-down

If an up-do feels just that little bit too
scary, a half-up hairstyle can be a great
compromise. It’s important not to be
pushed too far out of your comfort
zone, so this will incorporate some
volume and also keep a soft frame
of hair around the face. Twisting and
looping the hair back adds relaxed
detail that can work well with a veil,
especially if flowers don’t feel like the
right accessory for you.

LOOK 1:
Wraparound braids

Wraparound braids are a pretty yet grown-up
way of incorporating plaits into a boho wedding
look. For shorter hair, start at the parting to
create delicate French plaits wrapping around
to the back where wild flowers can be nestled
perfectly into the crossover. If you have much
longer hair, ask your hairstylist to start the
braids at the back and work forwards to create
a statement halo braid in place of a flower
garland or headband – great for that relaxed
festival look! Your florist should be able to put
some flowers on wire to work into the hair.

rebeccaweddingphotography.co.uk
rebeccaweddingp

hotography.co.uk

LOOK 3:
Soft up-do with waves

Silk flowers can be just as effective as
real flowers but they’re a bit sturdier,
meaning that they’ll withstand the endless
satinbow.co.uk
hugs and dances that take place over a long
wedding day! Wearing loose waves in the front
section of the hair keeps an up-do looking soft, and
can be created by using a curling tong or wand. In small
sections, curl the hair and let cool before brushing out
satinbow.co.uk
and gently pinning to the side.
To find out more about Vicky Brown’s bridal hair and make-up services, email vicky@vicky-brown.co.uk or visit www.vicky-brown.co.uk
36
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HOME OF HEARTS
BOUTIQUE

VINTAGE INSPIRED, CHIC & PRETTY
We are an online boutique offering a beautiful selection of
vintage inspired jewellery & hair accessories

GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

07958 927 588
www.homeofheartsboutique.co.uk
info@weddinghairbytara.co.uk
www.facebook.com/homeofheartsboutique

Wedding

Hair
By Tara

Tara offers a first class service for you and your bridal party,
travelling to your home or chosen venue to create your perfect
hair, whether it’s a timeless classic, vintage inspired, or a boho
style you are looking for, Tara is passionate and patient so you
can be confident she will be capable of creating and recreating
your red carpet look.
I am also available for proms,
parties or that special occasion.
I now stock a stunning range
of jewellery and accessories
that can be trialled &
purchased at your hair practice
to compliment your look.
Bookings are now being taken
for 2016 & 2017

07958 927 588
www.weddinghairbytara.co.uk
info@weddinghairbytara.co.uk

QUEENIES
LONDON

Stunning tiaras
Elegant headpieces
Beautiful jewellery
For fabulous brides with style.
View our exquisite collection at

www.queenieslondon.com
Exhibiting at shows throughout 2016.
Please visit the website for full details.
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Health

From the
inside out
Whether it’s a trimmer waistline, glowing skin or
all-round wellness you want for your wedding day,
Forever Living can help

NUTRITION

Give your body the
Nutrition it needs
Dating back thousands of years, Aloe
Vera has been seen as a ‘miracle’ product
for many different reasons, but mainly
because its 200 mineral and nutrient
contents making it the best way to
support a healthy diet. Taking Forever
Living’s Aloe Vera Gel every morning can:
◆ Support and cleanse your whole
digestive system
◆ Support your immune system
◆ Infuse you with energy
◆ Hydrate your skin
◆ Sooth and promote
skin renewal

GLOWING SKIN

Exfoliate, tone, nourish, and
moisturise: the essential daily
routine to have your skin
glowing. The Sonya Skincare
range has everything you
need to get skin in tip-top
condition to look and feel

amazing. In the run up to your big day,
why not treat yourself to an indulgent
pampering session with Forever Living’s
Aroma Spa collection as a little escape
from your wedmin.

PERSONAL CARE

Forever Living’s Aloe Propolis Creme
is a great everyday moisturiser and
conditioner – leaving your hands silky
smooth in time for the ring to be slipped
on – and improving skin tone and
texture in time for those wedding photos.
The Ever-Shield Deodorant Stick will
keep you nice and fresh without
staining your dress.

HAY FEVER
TREATMENT AND
ENERGY

The Forever Bee Pollen dietary
supplements are produced
from natural ingredients that
come straight from the bee hive.
They’ll build up your resistance
to airborne pollen and reduce

or eliminate the symptoms of hay fever,
and you may also find they increases your
stamina and energy for your big day in
time for you to walk down the aisle.

CLEANSE WITH F.I.T FOR
BIG-DAY WELLNESS

Cleanse the digestive tract and boost
nutrition for more energy, better skin
and natural weight loss. Forever Living
has perfected the F.I.T programme;
an advanced nutritional programme
designed to help you look better feel
better in three easy steps:

STEP 1: Clean 9

The first part of the programme, lasting
nine days, works to cleanse your body with
the help of Forever’s best-selling Aloe Vera
Gel drink. The Clean 9 can be used on its
own without following on to step 2.

STEP 2: F.I.T 1

Designed for a 30-day programme, this
pack will change the way you think and
feel about nutrition and exercise, and
teach you how to make your weight loss
sustainable.

STEP 3: F.I.T 2

Designed for a 30-day programme, this
pack will help you build
lean muscle, tone your
body, and complete
your transformation.

Feel on top of the
world for your big day
with Aloe Vera
There are many cheaper Aloe Vera
Products on the market today but
Forever Living prides itself on the purity
and high natural Aloe content that’s
present in all of its Aloe Vera products,
making it one of the most authentic and
pure Aloe Vera specialists
on the market.
These products are not sold in shops, they are solely distributed by Forever Business Owners who also offer ongoing support. To get your hands on any
of these products, please contact Clare Ford Mobile 07881 627059, email clarejford@flp.com or visit aloebyclare.flp.com for more information. Forever
Living Products are a member of the DSA. Not suitable for diabetics, or pregnant or breastfeeding women.
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FOREVER
F.I.T.
Look better. Feel better.

9days
Step one C9

Kick-start your transformation with our
nine day dietary supplement pack.

30 days
Step two F1

Create good habits for life. A thirty day
regime designed to change the way you
think about food and fitness for good.

30 days
Step three F2

Tone and transform. A thirty day regime
designed to strengthen and tone. Helping you
to achieve the optimum transformation.

For further information and prices please contact:
Business ID: 440-500-034-461

Name: Clare Ford Paabo

Phone: (+44) 7881 627059

Email: clarejford@flp.com

If you are looking for a make up artist for your big day I am
confident I’ll have the perfect service for you.
I am highly skilled in all aspects of make-up and I have been
recognised by many leading professionals and awarded on
more than one occasion for my make up artistry skills
and service to the wedding industry.
I’m based in Essex, but happy to travel to most
national or international locations.
tel: 07790077093 email: info@debbielloyd.co.uk

www.debbielloyd.co.uk
www.facebook.com/debbielloydmua
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New Licensed Wedding Venue
www.onewarwickpark.co.uk

One Warwick Park Hotel Wedding Open Day 16th July 2016
Main Event Wedding Show 25th September 2016

ONE WARWICK PARK HOTEL promises to be Royal Tunbridge Wells’
most luxurious venue for your special day.

One Warwick Place_FPA_AB22.indd 1
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✿
✿
✿
✿ ✿✿
✿
✿
✿
Scent of a✿woman
✿
✿
✿
✿✿
✿

✿

✿

✿

Beauty

✿

Find the bridal scent for you with our guide to the
four fragrance families

Chloe Love Story 50ml, £58.50

A marriage of luminous and sensual orange
blossom with hints of stephanotis jasmine –
the flower of happiness. Chloe Love Story is a
clean, memorable floral fragrance.

Marc Jacobs Dream
Blush 50ml, £54

✿
✿

An airy blend of lush
florals, Dream Blush is
filled with notes of violet
leaves, a core of rose
and lily-of-the-valley and
lingering vetiver
base notes.

✿
woody
Aromatic
woods and
musky notes

Armani Si 50ml, £59.99

Armani Si opens with notes of Sicilian
bergamot, mandarin oil and liquer de
cassis, which are supported by a heart
note bursting with Rose de Mai, Neroli
and Egyptian Jasmine. Base notes of
patchouli oil and blond wood create
musky amber undertones.

Floral
Fresh-cut
flowers and
powdery notes

Calvin Klein CK2 50ml, £39

Gucci Bamboo 50ml, £68

A powerful yet feminine, Gucci
Bamboo is a blend of bergamot and
exotic florals, with woody notes.

Lacoste Joy of Pink 30ml,
£14.99

Fresh
Citrus oils
and green or
aquatic notes

Estée Lauder Modern Muse

A dual-faceted scent that balances two
Chic 50ml, £64
opposing forces: the strike of spicy
A bold contrast of vivid florals and
electric freshness and the alluring sensual ebony wood, Modern Muse
warmth of wood notes. CK2
All
Chic’s two distinctively different
of these
is a signature Calvin
accords creates an intriguing,
fragrances are
Klein
perfume.
complex dual scent.
available at nationwide
branches of
The Perfume Shop or
online at
theperfumeshop.com

Jimmy Choo Illicit 50ml, £54

A modern, floral fragrance, Illicit is a wholly
original olfactory experience; punchy,
provocative and feminine with a distinctive
blend of addictive notes including ginger,
rose, jasmine, and sandalwood.

With top notes of grapefruit
and a heart of peony, nectarine
and tuberose, Joy of Pink is inspired by
the lively exoticism of a curacao cocktail:
colourful, sparkling and full of energy.

Paco Rabanne
Olympea 50ml, £54

✿
oriental
Intense and
exotic with
spicy notes

✿
✿

Marc Jacobs Daisy Dream
Forever 50ml, £59

✿

Daisy Dream Forever’s fruity top
notes combine with a heart of
jasmine and fresh lychee for a
fragrance which embodies an
ethereal, youthful spirit.

Fragrances.indd 41

✿

Davidoff Cool Water Woman
100ml, £24.99

Cool Water Woman is inspired by
the world’s most beautiful bodies
of water. With a fruity combination
of top notes, it’s a refreshing,
clean scent.

An oriental woody
scent, Olympea
features a balanced
blend of jasmine,
vanilla, green
mandarin,
sandalwood and
ambergris for a
fresh yet sensual
fragrance.

Marc Jacobs Decadence
50ml, £69

A luxurious, woody scent with top notes
of Italian plum, saffron, and iris. There’s a
bouquet of rich Bulgarian Rose, lush orris
at the heart of Decadence and creamy
nuances of jasmine sambac.

spring/summer 2016
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Beautiful creations for floristry in Essex

Heavenly
Petals

www.floristinchelmsford.co.uk
Tel: 01621 742226 0r 07947 179639
heavenlypetalsfloristryandcrafts

Bespoke Wedding
Flowers

www.thewillowsflowers.co.uk
megan@thewillowsflowers.co.uk

07826 410 963
Chelmsford, Essex
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Flowers

“This spring why not look
into having a soft colour
palette, such as peach,
soft pinks and creams.
Delicate colours with
striking flowers is always
a winner, such as peach
or pink roses, softened
by pale scented freesias
or light spray roses. Or
why not try the ‘garden
look’ with daisy-like
flowers, soft lilac roses
and a mixer of subtle
variegated foliage. If you
really want to bring the
season to your wedding
day, why not go for
seasonal flowers such as
tulips, narcissus, daffodils
or ranunculi?”
Karina, Butterfly
Flowers


bloom
From bouquets to table trees, florists give
us their advice on the best wedding flower
arrangements for spring




If you want to find out more about Halo Blossom Floral Design’s
packages, call 01279 504 567, email sally@haloblossom.co.uk
or visit haloblossom.co.uk

In full




emmalucyphotography.com

All images - emmalucyphotography.com



annelimarinovich.com

“One of the most magical
things about a spring
wedding is the choice of
flowers available – and so
many with amazing scent
too. Early spring brings
hyacinths, lilacs, muscari
and tulips, and then late
spring brings the very
welcome arrival of peonies.
Just the mere mention of the
word ‘peony’ to most florists
will make them beam!
Our spring brides are
opting for a very natural,
whimsical look, with plenty
of texture and foliage. Key
colour trends we’ve seen
coming through are lilacs
and greys – a new take on
the purple trend which has
been huge over the last year
or two – and blush pink
and golds.”
Sally, Halo Blossom
Floral Design
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If you want to find out more about Butterfly
Flowers’ arrangements, call 01255 424 393, email
shop@butterflyflowersonline.co.uk or
visit butterflyflowers.co.uk
spring/summer 2016
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Flowers
ellavioletphotographyblog.com





'Roses and gypsophila are
still a firm favourite with
our brides this spring, and
the trend is set to continue
throughout 2016. The
most popular choice is a
quintessentially English
Country Garden look
with soft delicate blooms
mixed with pastels colours
and a hint of foliage – a
great combination for
any wedding season. Key
flowers being used in
bouquets at this time of
year include gypsophila,
Overtime roses, Sweet
Avalanche roses, Avalanche
roses and green bell foliage.”
Clare, The Traditional
Vintage Wedding
Company

ellavioletphotographyblog.com

ellavioletphotographyblog.com

If you want to find out more about The Traditional
Vintage Wedding Company’s packages, call 07515
391 925, email clare.luke@tradvintflower.co.uk or
visit www.tradvintflower.co.uk

“The Black Poppy designs
individual creations in fresh
or high-end artificial flowers
for the most memorable day of
your life. Our exquisite blossom
trees bring spring into your
wedding venue adding height
and a romantic feeling of
walking amongst spring-time
in England. You may hire these
for the day, we have them in
sizes of 4ft and 8ft to stand on
tables or on columns in a church
or another formal setting.”
Rosalind, The Black Poppy



If you want to find out more
about The Black Poppy’s
packages, call 01206 213 886,
email info@theblackpoppy.com
or visit theblackpoppy.com
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10% OFF
WITH THIS
ADVERT

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

JEPPS cOuRTyARD, JEPPS LAnE, ROySTOn SG8 9AP
T: 01763 241211 SEPTEMBERFLOWERS.cOM.uk
SEPTEMBER FLOWERS

Stock Florist ...from the heart

BESPOKE FLORAL DESIGNS
MADE TO ORDER

Vicki’s Floral Designs
Bridal bouquets, ﬂowers & arrangements
for any occasion

GREAT VALUE, EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

WEDDING, BRIDAL & EVENT FLORIST
FLORISTRY SCHOOL & CLASSES
BESPOKE VASE FILLING SERVICE
EXQUISITE GIFT SHOP

Call 01277 840350
18 Mill Road, Stock, Essex CM4 9LJ

www.stockflorist.co.uk
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Not just a piece of cake, it’s a

masterpiece of cake
We offer a free design
consultation and
tasting at our
studio or we
can come to you.
Delivery and set up
of your cake is
free of charge.
Free hire of one of our
beautiful cake stands.

Tel: 07977 271623

10% discount when quoting AB19

Terms and condition apply,
ask for details

Unforgettable Creations are proud to present our wedding sweet tree collection.
We design the perfect wedding sweet tree centrepieces in a variety of colours, sizes and amazing designs.
We offer a bespoke service and can design centrepieces to match your special theme and bring your vision to life.
We also offer a range of sweet cone favours for your guest to enjoy and add to your perfect day.
Let us help make a special day a truly unforgettable experience for you and your guests.

SPECIAL OFFER: Book your amazing sweet trees in January, February and March 2016 at 2015 prices.
Order 6 Marshmallow sweet tree for only £210. Quote AB2016

To place your order call 01279 210 411 or 07984 487 803

www.unforgettablecreations.co.uk
046_AB22.indd 46
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Cakes

Run by Jacqueline Alice Everitt, Cakes & Laces
specialises in creating bespoke wedding cakes.
Jacqueline offers complimentary consultations and
cake tasting sessions from a wide variety of
mouth-watering flavours. Last year Cakes & Lace
moved into new premises within the beautiful
grounds of Hylands Park. You’re welcome to visit her
studio and experience her wealth of knowledge;
some 23 years in the cake industry.
Jacqueline also runs small, hands-on classes ranging
from fun cupcake decorating to modelling beautiful
flowers from icing. If classes are not for you then
try one of her one-to-one sessions. Why not learn
the art of making realistic blackberries, leaves and
flowers – a woodland theme wedding is amongst
the popular big-day trends for couples this season.
Alternatively, contact Jacqueline to arrange a
consultation to discuss your dream wedding cake.
Don’t forget there’s 10% off wedding cake orders
when you mention Absolute Bridal magazine.

spring/summer 2016
Cakes.indd 47
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Cakes
Bare necessities

Ideal for rustic big days, semi-naked and naked
cakes – offer a feast for the eyes with seasonal
décor taking the place of the traditional layers
of buttercream or fondant icing. For a summery
special day, the masterpiece can be wreathed
in berries and pretty flowers, while for winter
nuptials, apples, pears, persimmons and
blood oranges are a more apt embellishment.
Cute additions such as mini macarons. These
cakes are usually lower in price than fully iced
wedding cakes and are often used in place of
your dessert.

Woodland wonderland

Silver linings

Metallics are one of the biggest trends
for wedding cakes this season; stylised,
glamorous designs and patterns which
take influence from Art Deco are key
examples of the trend. However, it’s
a theme that can be adapted to any
couple’s personal tastes.

Earthy, whimsical and nature-themed
weddings have become overwhelmingly
popular , so it makes sense that wedding
cakes have followed suit.

Flourgirl Cakes prides on
creating stunning bespoke
creations – even seven-tier
behemoths – combining
perfectionism, precision and
a personal touch. Creativity,
innovation and decadent
flavours is at the heart of
the company’s ethos, so no
request is too much for the team.
To book a consultation, call
07525 810 222, email info@
flourgirl-cakes.com or visit
flourgirl-cakes.com
48
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Luxurious and Stylish Wedding Cakes

Cakes
&
Lace

by Jacqueline Alice Everitt

New Premises
Hylands Estate, London Road, Chelmsford CM2 8WQ

Tel: 07917 272 529

jipscakes@gmail.com

www.jipscakes.com

www.cakesandlace.co.uk
j.alice@cakesandlace.co.uk
07795 388502 / 01245 605049

Here at We Want Cake we create stylish and beautiful cakes, cupcakes and
cookie favours of the highest quality for all occasions. Whatever your event
from weddings to celebrations we will work with you to create a visually
stunning masterpiece.
We pride ourselves in our friendly and professional service, giving you peace
of mind from initial consultation to delivery at your chosen venue. We work
with many venues in the Hertfordshire area and also deliver to Essex, central
and greater London.

T: 07903254248 | W: WWW.WEWANTCAKE.CO.UK
FB: www.facebook.comWeWantCake.EmmaProcopiou
Twitter: wewantcake1 | Instagram: wewantcake_

049_AB22.indd 49
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07429140296
info@fifiscakery.com

www.fifiscakery.com

Individually designed wedding cakes to celebrate your special day.

Bespoke home run cake baker based in Hertfordshire.
07572586973 / 07748043634 | claire@at-your-wish.co.uk

www.at-your-wish.co.uk
050_AB22.indd 50
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Styling

Come together

“Our latest piece
is a seven-foot
white sparkling
wish tree. This
can be hired for
all of the guests
to hang their
written wishes from the
branches, and in some cases,
even photographs of a couple’s
journey together leading up to
the big day. It’s an elegant, eyecatching piece, with a lovely
sentiment of bringing together
all of their loved ones to share
the memory of the big
day. It was designed
by us, making it
completely unique to
Fairytale Finishes. It’s
perfect for a woodlandthemed al fresco

Watch the throne

“Our ivory thrones were hand-carved from solid high
grade wood, upholstered in velour and finished with
crystals. Standing at 165cm, these tall graceful chairs
look magnificent, whether they’re at the top of the
ceremony aisle or reserved for you and your partner at
your top table. Like the wish tree, they’re perfect for a
winter wonderland or fairytale woodland theme.”

On a smaller scale
Wedding Fingerprint Tree,
£12.99, Ginger Ray
gingerray.co.uk

Prop up the

venue

On a smaller scale
Retro round velvet cushion, £45, Monty’s
Vintage Shop montysvintageshop.co.uk

Fairytale Finishes’ owner Gemma gives her tips on
what unexpected reception styling extras will add
the perfect accent to your wedding celebrations
Frame by frame

“This is our starlit table plan frame and
matching ornate easel. This adds extra sparkle
and ceremony to the couple’s table plan,
again using vintage fairground bulbs for that
slightly dimmed retro spray feature. This is
wonderful for a couple that are looking for
something a little different, and want to create
an impact for guests as they come
into their reception. Again, this
piece was designed by us and is
completely original.”
On a smaller scale
Vintage-style floral table plan
frame, £17.95, Luck & Luck
luckandluck.co.uk

It must be love

“These are our five-foot ‘LOVE’ letters that glow with
warm white lighting, using vintage fairground bulbs to get
a lovely spray feature. This works well
with a retro carnival theme. They look
especially beautiful lit up in a venue
with a darker backdrop, such as
barn or in a white marquee!”
On a smaller scale
LED Marquee lights, £16.99 each,
Pink Sumo pinksumo.co.uk

For more information about Fairytale Finishes and its finishing touches, call 01245 251 479, email
fairytalefinishes@hotmail.co.uk or visit fairytale-finishes.co.uk
spring/summer 2016
Fairytale finishes.indd 51
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The first time you're written together as a couple ...
say it loud and proud with a personalised handmade wooden sign.
A marvellous display for your top table, gift station,
cake table or guest book table.





This is such an exciting time for you
as a couple and a time to be enjoyed
and celebrated!

We are here to play an important part in
making your wedding vision become a reality.
Our service is completely bespoke to each
bride and groom.

Our fabulous range includes: candelabras,
vintage bowls, table plan holders, photograph
walls and LOVE lights to name a few.
Our services include:
Tables, chairs, furniture - chair covers, bows,
saches. Linen hire. Planning & Styling advice.
Prop hire and delivery. Bespoke items
made especially.

The Wedding Workshop

www.callyboo.com

Based in Suffolk and Essex
T: 07902271418
www.the-wedding-workshop.com
www.facebook.com/jaysonweddingworkshop

Beautiful hire items and handmade
accessories for your special day
Easels ♥ Seating Plans ♥ Vases ♥ Card Post Boxes
Sweetie Table ♥ Favours ♥ Vintage Crockery ♥ Chairs
Candelabras ♥ Signs ♥ Table Linen ♥ Umbrellas...
Go on, take a peek!
Email: ♥ info@lovelyweddingtouches.co.uk
Our preferred method of communication for a speedier response!

Phone ♥ 07970 214510
Please leave a message or send a text and we will come back to you!

♥ Find us on Facebook ♥ search for Lovely Wedding Touches
Add us and we will keep you updated with new products
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Wedding
designers

RHIA EVENTS

We do as much or a little as you need

WEDDING DESIGN & FLORIST
BRIDAL MAKE UP ARTIST

Tel: 07411332121 www.pedevents.co.uk

Here at Rhia Events our love & passion is creating
beautiful weddings. Let us look after you throughout
your entire planning process where we will translate
your wedding ﬂower & decor ideas into reality.
Surround yourself in beauty and make treasured
memories that you’ll cherish forever.

07775 861505
info@rhiaevents.co.uk

www.rhiaevents.com
- Rhiaevents

We are a one stop wedding
and event company.
Specialising in Chair Covers,
Centre Pieces, Flowers,
Catering, Mobile Bars, and
anything else you need for
your event.

Emma Cooper-Hart
A Wedding Planner with a difference

Contact Nikki: 07855 465456 Jan: 01376 516031
Website: www.completeentourage.co.uk
Email: info@completeentourage.co.uk
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Stationery
All about that base
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Little Pea Designs offers crafty, bespoke design packages
covering as much of the wedding process as you want,
from save-the-date cards to table and venue décor details.
Keen to offer couples designs that fit with their tastes and
big-day theme, the company only uses the best quality
materials, including pearl, diamanté and genuine Swarovski
crystal embellishments. The standard seating plan canvas
boards incorporate your colour scheme and a crystal finish,
meanwhile you can opt for something a
little
more unusual, such as bunting and pegs.
There’s a Make Your Own service available
f o r
invitations, allowing you to choose a base
card,
insert, ribbon and tag; once the order has
been
placed, the Little Pea Designs team will put
together the designs with your wording and
font
choice, giving a chance to overview before
ordering the print. We’re loving the luxe
gatefold and wallet base card choices!
Find out more by visiting
littlepeadesignsuk.com

detail

From save-the-date notelets right through to the little
gift beside their place card, show your guests how
much their attendance mean to you with carefully
selected stationery and thoughtful favours.
Here are a few of our favourites…

AN ODE TO LOVE
Inki Pinki’s stationery incorporates a variety of themes, including vintage, lace,
colour, pattern, floral, monogram, calligraphy, butterfly and birdcage. The
company’s four distinct invitation designs. Lizzie is a stylish pocket-fold wedding
invitation; Octavia is a fan-fold card with a decorative collar , Vikki is a compact
wallet which fits in a C6 envelope and Emma is the classic folded invitation card.
Inki Pinki is happy to print your guests’ names and details of the ceremony,
wedding breakfast and evening celebrations on invitations and include separate
RSVP cards in labelled return envelopes. Use this opportunity to ask your guests
for their menu choice, dietary requirements and even song requests for the DJ!
The company will even enclose information cards with details of accommodation,
venue directions, your gift list, an order of the day – which can feature you and
your partner’s favourite song lyrics, poem or quote. Inki Pinki welcomes you to
visit its lovely studio near Folkestone harbour to discuss options.
For more information, visit inkipinkiweddings.co.uk

A spirited thank you
Clink offers a variety of bottle sizes, from miniature favour bottles
to larger glassware for thank-you gifts and bespoke bottling for
use on the big day. The company even offers the option of hiring
out five-litre amphorae for added wow factor at the reception
– complete with a choice of Clink’s blended spirits for an adultonly pick-and-mix bar. Our favourite pieces from the range are
definitely the personalised 40ml vintage-style favour bottles,
which can be filled with the flavoured spirit of your choice, and
the personalised thank-you bottles, which come in a variety of
shapes and sizes, meaning you can pick one that best suits that
special person, whether it’s a bridesmaid, usher or your parents –
why not share the love with a heart-shaped bottle?
For more details, visit drinkclink.co.uk
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Little Pea Designs

Lovingly designed and hand crafted wedding stationery with the WOW factor

We work closely with each couple to design and produce
a perfectly coordinated range of stationery, individual to your day.
We use only premium card and embellishments.

Save the dates • Invitations • Order of service
Seating plans • Post box signs • Place name cards
Table numbers • Menus • Gift boxes and more...
Contact us for more information:

www.littlepeadesignsuk.com
LittlePeaDesignsUK
01508 549998
jane.darcy11@hotmail.co.uk
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 Custom Wedding Invitation Design 
Contact Pretty Things By Dee
to order your unique
wedding invitations for
your special day!

www.prettythingsbydee.com
prettythingsbydee@outlook.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/prettythingsbydee
Instagram: @prettythingsbydee
Twitter: @prettythingsbyd

Bespoke Wedding Designs

The Save the Date is the first glimpse guests will get into your
wedding, you need to make sure it captures your style and how
special a moment this is for you both. It needs to be PERFECT!
At Simply Save the Dates we specialise in providing a totally
bespoke first introduction to your wedding. A designer
message in a bottle that will intrigue your guests and make
your day stand out from the very beginning. We can also
provide fully co-ordinated wedding stationery.
Going bespoke can seem risky. We offer affordable samples
so that you can try before you buy to ensure you are
completely satisfied before committing.

Chair cover hire: to give the magical touch
Flowers: colour co-ordinated designs/themes for bride &
bridesmaids bouquets, button holes, corsages, church pews,
wedding venues and more.
Crystal bouquets: exquiste bouquets designed especially for you
Contact Katrina 07706422919
Email: Info@bespokeweddingdesigns.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bespokeweddingdesigns uk

Website: www.bespokeweddingdesigns.co.uk
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Whether you are thinking vintage, floral, nautical, romantic, art
deco, whimsical, the possibilities really are endless.
Our Save the Dates and wedding stationery are tailored
to your exact requirements.
So if you don’t do “off the peg” we would
love to hear from you.
Tel: 07809707365
Email: simplysavethedates@gmail.com
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/Simplysavethedates/
www.facebook.com/simplysavethedates

simplysavethedates.wix.com/weddings
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Stationery
Octavia wedding
invitation, Zazzle

Invite set, Zazzle

Cupcake picks
Vintage Twee

Chalkboard Menu, Zazzle

Looking good
on paper
We spoke to occasion stationer Vintage Twee’s Creative
Director, Joanne Linder about the latest
wedding stationery trends

Vikki wedding invitation,
Inki Pinki

What themes have you noticed coming
through in wedding stationery?
Stationery trends always reflect the themes
that couples opt for, and the biggest
one at the moment is Rustic Chic, which
complements that French-style shabbychic with a touch of glamour and luxe.
Vintage-look table names are popular too.
Our Rustic Vintage collection – including
our For Richer For Poorer Lottery Scratch
Card Holders, which make great favours
– which combines a brown and cream
colour palette with delicate lace and button
detailing, is a perfect example of this style,
and demonstrates how versatile this simple
look is – it can reflect a full-on vintage
wedding, or a big day with lots of country
charm and personalised nostalgia.
Another theme which has gradually taken
off is the Woodland theme, with touches of
metallic – it lends a bit of childhood magic
to the proceeding. Our Enchanted Fairytale
favour boxes have proved very popular
within this trend.

Place setting tag,
Vintage Twee

How about colour palettes – which
combinations have been most popular?
Blush and cream are always popular
– pastel tones and floral accents lend
themselves to weddings, whatever the
theme. Our Pretty English collection, which
is inspired by muted pinks and flower
patterns, fits well with this colour scheme
and features pretty rose details and lacy
trims throughout.
Metallics are also coming through for
spring/summer, particularly in table décor.
We’ve talked about favours, but how
else can wedding stationery be tied into
the reception details?
Dessert tables with sweet treats and
macarons have increasingly taken over from
the formal wedding cake stand tradition.
We’ve brought an Alice in Wonderland
twist to this with inviting Eat Me party picks
for afternoon-tea style spreads. We also
offer ‘Mr and Mrs’ picks and personalised
cake picks for hen parties.

Table name tag,
Vintage Twee

For more details on Vintage Twee, contact Joanne at joanne@vintagetwee.com
or visit vintagetwee.com
To see Zazzle’s full range, go to zazzle.co.uk

Macaron sticks,
Vintage Twee

School photo wedding
invitation, Vintage Twee

spring/summer 2016
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Towering love

Leez Priory in a nutshell

 40 acres of parkland
 25 years’ wedding planning experience
 Capacity for 250 evening guests
 Great transport links
 Overnight accommodation

A

Marry against the striking backdrop of Leez Priory

magnificent red-brick Tudor mansion
set in 40 acres of parkland, the serene
Leez Priory boasts lakes, lawns and a
sweeping driveway. Combining an idyllic Essex
village location with excellent transport links –
just a 20 minutes’ drive from Stansted Airport
and 15 minutes away from Chelmsford station
– it offers the best of both worlds to ensure
that you have a stress-free big day and that all
your guests have no excuse not to make it to
the ceremony on time!

FIRST PLACE
Leez Priory became the UK’s first licenced
wedding venue in 1995, and has since
cemented its reputation as one of the country’s
most sought after place to say ‘I do.’ As part
of the longstanding Country House Weddings

group, it’s used solely for weddings, and comes
complete with a dedicated team of highly
trained staff who are focused on ensuring that
every couple gets the special day they’ve always
dreamed of, with tailor-made options to suit
all tastes.

STEP INSIDE
There are seven licenced spots for memorable
nuptials to take place at Leez Priory. The
historic Great Tower, adjacent to the main
house, can provide an intimate setting or an
imposing backdrop for an outdoor ceremony
on sunny days. Within the main house, the
Great Hall offers character, charm and space
– can seat up to 86 guests for the wedding
breakfast and the newly converted Coach
House can accommodate larger parties of up
to 110 guests. As the entire house and grounds
are exclusively yours you can also invite up to
250 guests for the evening wedding reception
and party.

STEP OUTSIDE
The Tudor manor’s driveway will lead you and
your guests to a place of forgotten grandeur,
with stately gates revealing an intimate space in
a tranquil inner courtyard. With shimmering
lakes, manicured gardens, and a glorious,
period backdrop, the wedding photograph
opportunities are endless and will create lasting
memories of your special day.
58

STAY THE NIGHT
There are 15 sumptuous bedrooms available
to you and your loved ones for your wedding
night, providing a fittingly perfect end to
your dream wedding at Leez Priory. The
charming Fisherman’s Cottage, tucked away
overlooking the lake, is available to the bride
and bridesmaids to stay the night before your
big day allowing you to wake up revived and
refreshed ready for your nuptials.

Find out more
Call 01245 362 555, email
info@leez-priory.co.uk or visit
www.leez-priory.co.uk for more
information.
leezprioryweddingvenue
@chweddings
@countryhouseweddings

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Wedding FAYRe
Sunday 23rd October 2016 - 10am - 4pm
Free entry & glass of bucks fizz on arrival.
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Real wedding

How lisa
and rob said

“

I do

”

Lisa, 31 and Rob Silcock,
36 checked out the allinclusive Gosfield Hall after a
recommendation from a friend
and knew at first sight it was the
only venue for them.

The world of technology brought us together.
There was just instant chemistry when we met,
physically and mentally. We spent a great night
together talking and laughing. Our first date lasted
four days!
Rob proposed in 2014 while we were on holiday
in America. We’d gone to Washington DC for
my brother’s wedding – where I’d appropriately
caught the bouquet – before spending a few days
alone together in an apartment by the beach in
St. Petersburg, Florida. One evening we were just
about to leave the apartment for dinner when Rob
said “I’ve got something to tell you” and looked
really nervous. At that point I was actually really
worried, thinking that he was about to tell me he
was ill or leaving me! He then got down on one
knee and told me how much he loved me before
popping the question. To say I was relieved was
an understatement. He told me he was planning

to wait until we were at the restaurant but he was
too nervous and wouldn’t have been able to relax
all evening.
We wanted an all-inclusive venue – somewhere
you can get married, have the reception
and then stay after. Gosfield Hall had been
recommended to us by a work friend who had got
married there a few years ago. We initially looked
at the venue online and it was immediately our
favourite because it ticked all the right boxes and
looked beautiful. We arranged to view the venue
on one of their open days and after we saw it in
person we fell even more in love with it.
Our theme was ‘shades of blue’, as it’s a colour
that we both love. We also thought it would work
as a striking modern contrast to the building’s
historical interior. I incorporated it into the
favours, guest book, table names and place cards,

spring/summer 2016
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which I made; the flowers which included blue
Singapore orchids, blue roses and white avalanche
roses, and in the table plan and order of the day,
which was provided by the venue. Even our cake
was part of it, with blue ruffles on the base tier,
going from darker blue at the bottom up to light
blue and almost white. There was a rose at the top
of the cake, with petals cascading down the sides.
The edges of the petals were dusted in very light
blue colouring.
Gosfield Hall offered lots of extras to be arranged
for the day. We arranged for myself and the girls
– the bridesmaids, our mums and my sister-in-law
– to have some champagne and a mini Afternoon
Tea selection sent to our room while we were
getting ready. We arranged for Rob, his Best Man
and my brother to have some beer and bacon baps
to enjoy while they were getting ready. For the other
guests we had some fizz, tea, coffee, fruit juices and
canapés, as well as a fully stocked bar with a tab set
up by us. Also as it’s such an amazing venue, lots of
our family and friends wanted to see the grounds of
the House.
My bridesmaids all wore the same blue dress.
Originally, I didn’t know if they all wanted to wear
the same, because they have different tastes and
shapes. Then they all agreed that they would like
a long dress so we looked around and found some
gorgeous blue dresses online that had a lace-up top
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and a flowing chiffon skirt. I gave everyone in my
bridal party satin blue kimonos and blue diamanté
crystal slippers to wear while we got ready and to
keep as a memento of our special day.
For the reception, we had Gosfield Park’s resident
DJ. DJ Luke had a great selection of songs – and
not just the typical ‘wedding reception tunes’ – and
took requests. He observed the guests and seemed
to know what music to play for those who were
already up and dancing and those just on the edge
of the dance floor. Our photographer Gavin also
provided us with a photo booth for the evening.
It was great fun and it allowed our friends to get
creative. Even some of our older relatives enjoyed
putting on the wigs and glasses to make some
funny shots.
Rob was nervous whilst getting ready but the
nerves only kicked in for me just before I walked
down the aisle. After that I think we were both just
so happy and amazed by how everything looked
and that our day had arrived. We both couldn’t
stop smiling and giggling like school children! I’d
read before that most couples' regrets of their big
day was that they didn’t enjoy it as much as they
thought they would as they were too busy worrying
about everything else – Rob and I certainly don’t
have that regret. Everything went smoothly, which
enabled us to enjoy the day together, along with our
loved ones.

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Real wedding

lisa and rob's

Little Black Book
Wedding dress:
Carrie by Madeleine Gardner
New York from Jacqueline’s House
of Brides jacquelinesbrides.com
Groom’s outfit:
Moss Bros. moss.co.uk
Bridesmaids:
Amy Lee amyleebridal.com
Venue and catering:
Gosfield Hall countryhouseweddings.
com/gosfield-hall
Flowers:
Megan at The Willows
thewillowsflowers.co.uk
Entertainment:
Gosfield Hall’s resident DJ, DJ Luke
Photographer:
Gavin Conlan gavinconlan.com
spring/summer 2016
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All yours

That Amazing Place could be the perfect canvas for your wedding day

That Amazing
Place in
a nutshell
 An exclusive-use manor

 Bespoke weddings
Licensed for civil ceremonies
12 chic bedrooms, which
sleep 25 in total
Sophisticated reception rooms
Stunning grounds with
a lake view
Images are courtesy of the venue

S

et in the picturesque Essex countryside,
That Amazing Place is Essex’s newest
leading wedding venue. Best suited
to couples seeking a blank canvas for truly
bespoke nuptials, the Grade II listed manor
house offers an idyllic backdrop of rolling
grounds, a lake, long driveway and an
enchanting secret gated garden – elements
which all add to the ultimate intimate
wedding space.

MAKE IT YOUR OWN
That Amazing Place’s staff understand how
important your big day is and will be on
hand to accommodate you and your partner’s
wishes, as well as offer the necessary advice,
inspiration and passion to help turn the
venue into your personal dream wedding.
With a flexible approach to all personalisation
ideas and quirky themes, they’ll
assist with everything from
organising an intimate
barbecue with bubbly
by the lake, to erecting
bohemian tipis across
the grounds for the
reception party. The
team knows that this
celebration is one you’ll
cherish forever, and are
willing to help, whether you’d
just like some handy tips on how
to make the most of the space, or you
want someone to take care of all of planning
for you.
64

A SENSE OF CEREMONY
As That Amazing Place is licensed for civil
ceremonies, couples can take their
vows in one of the manor’s
two elegant reception
rooms: either the
Lakeview Lounge,
with its beautiful
sash windows
and – as the
name suggests
– awe-inspiring
view of the lake,
which can seat
up to 60 of your
nearest and dearest;
or The Hall, which
boasts high ceilings, a
dramatic mirrored wall and
a capacity for 100 guests.
When it comes to the wedding
breakfast – which you
can have tailor-made to
your specifications by
carefully selected outside
providers – the manor’s
exquisite reception
rooms can seat up to 80
people. Alternatively, there
is the option to extend the
house’s space with a marquee
structure facing onto the lake
for both the ceremony and reception
celebrations. However, if you fancy something
with more homespun charm, you can marry al

fresco under the garden’s oak tree.

FEEL AT HOME
The luxury doesn’t stop
when the clock strikes
midnight. That
Amazing Place
offers luxurious
accommodation
for loved ones.
After dancing
the night away,
the manor house
offers space for 23
overnight guests
and the newlyweds.
Whilst the bride and
groom can enjoy the
comfort of a king-size bed
for their first night as husband and
wife, their closest friends and family can relax
in complete privacy. With the added luxury
of exclusive access to the steam room, sauna,
treatment space and an outdoor hot tub on
your wedding night, That Amazing Place
really does have it all.

Find out more
Call 07955 940 532 or email
enquiries@thatamazingplace.co.uk or
visit www.thatamazingplace.co.uk
thatamazingplaceuk
@TAPintothat

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Westenhanger
Castle

Your day, your way

Westenhanger Castle is a unique setting for any wedding, or renewal
of vows. The Castle has a beautiful history with Henry VIII and Queen
Elizabeth I having once lived at the Castle. Set in 14 acres of beautiful
grounds, we offer tradition and history as well as an exceptional personal
service; creating perfect memories in the Kentish countryside. Your
ceremony can be held in either the thatched garden gazebo, the Queen
Elizabeth I suites on the lower ﬂoor and upper ﬂoor of the Castle or the
Henry VIII on the lower ﬂoor - the choice is yours.

The beautiful marquee can seat up to 200 people with the Queen
Elizabeth I suite in the Manor House seating up to 70 people. Both options
offer exclusivity.

Our motto is ‘Your day, your way’ therefore your wish is our command!
If you and you families would like to come and take a look around, please
contact us on 01303 261068 to arrange an appointment. Alternatively, visit
us at our Wedding Fair on 16th October 2016.
We were proud ﬁnalists in the Kent Wedding Awards 2014 and 2015.

W: www.westenhangercastle.co.uk
E: info@westenhangercastle.co.uk

@spweddingevents
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Cranes Lane, Kelvedon CO5 9AX
01376 572643
weddings@crabbsbarn.co.uk
www.crabbsbarn.co.uk
www.facebook.com/Crabbs-Barn
www.instagram.com/crabbsbarnweddingvenue/
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Make your dream
wedding come true at

Hanbury Manor
Create a perfect summer big day in this historic venue’s spectacular grounds

H

anbury Manor is a striking
Jacobean-style mansion near Ware
in Hertfordshire. With enchanting
views across 200 acres of charming country
grounds, impressive original period features and
a relaxing, intimate atmosphere, it makes for an
idyllic backdrop for romantic nuptials. Factor
in the venue’s many sophisticated ceremony
and reception options and its extensive inhouse planning services, and you have all the
ingredients necessary for a dream wedding done
your way.

FINER DETAILS
With its attentive Wedding Coordinators on
hand to give advice and guidance on every
aspect of your big day, from current trends to
how to make it a truly personal celebration,
Hanbury Manor is able to offer more than
just a picture-perfect venue. Whatever the size
of your party, from intimate gathering to a
more extravagant affair for 144 of your loved
ones, they will find a way of achieving your
desired wedding-day theme, from you and
your partner’s initial inquiry until the close
of the reception and your life as newlyweds
begins. You’ll also be given a Bridal Concierge,
who’ll be your best friend and personal assistant
throughout the most important day of your life.

Hanbury Manor in a nutshell
 200 acres of picturesque parkland
 Charming period features
 Licensed for civil ceremonies
 Wedding Coordinator and Bridal
Concierge services
 Helicopter arrivals are possible

She’ll act as your point of contact to take away
the stress of the event by assisting with every
request and question you may have, so that
you can get on with enjoying being the centre
of attention.

CATCHING THE SUMMER RAYS
Seasons are an integral part of the big-day
arrangements, which is reflected in the venue’s
Wedding Breakfast menu options: fresh, light
dishes featuring locally sourced produce.
You can make the most of your summer
wedding at Hanbury Manor with photography,
aperitifs and Wedding Breakfast for your guests
in the Garden Court after taking your vows in
the breath-taking Poles Hall chapel. If you want
to make the most of a balmy evening for your
reception, The Conservatory features a private
terrace and bar for relaxed al fresco revelry
under the stars. However, if you’re worried that
the unpredictable British weather will throw
a spanner in the works, The Thunderbridge
Suite offers a spectacular view across the venue’s
Championship golf course, while The Drawing
Room and Library present spellbinding vistas
across the golf course and lake, as well as a cosy
oak panelling and fireplace.

LITTLE EXTRAS
Hanbury Manor offers a number of added
extras to make the occasion that little bit more
special. The Spa offers luxurious pre-wedding
pampering, while the Library, Drawing
Room or Conservatory can play host to an
Afternoon Tea Bridal Shower for your nearest
and dearest, and the Groomsmen on the Green
package includes the opportunity to play the
18-hole, Jack Nicklaus Junior designed golf
course with tea, coffee and bacon rolls. The
hotel’s intimate dining suites are also ideal for
hosting the rehearsal dinner, allowing your two
families privacy in advance of the wedding.
The sumptuous hotel suites with a wealth of
traditional period features, including a four-post
bed, are available to you and your guests at
preferential accommodation rates.

Find out more
Call 01920 487 722, email
sales.hanburymanor@marriotthotels.com
or visit www.marriotthanburymanor.co.uk
for more information.
HanburyManor
@hanburyManor
@HanburyManorMarriott
spring 2015
spring/summer
2016 67
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High society
Get married in VIP style at Woolston Manor

woolston
manor in
a nutshell
 Civil ceremonies
 Vow renewal
 Can facilitate a helicopter arrival
 Accommodates up to 400

evening guests
 Overnight accommodation

at partner venue

Images courtesy of the venue

S

et in 200 acres of verdant Essex
countryside, Woolston Manor is
an idyllic location for everything
from intimate weddings to lavish big-day
celebrations. A modern-style country club,
the venue allows you to hold your whole day
on-site, with spectacular views of the rolling
golfing green and lakes. From the breath-taking
views of the long stretch of driveway as they
arrive to the sumptuous, haute cuisine wedding
breakfast, your guests will be wowed by your
sophisticated big day.

ALL THE LITTLE THINGS
The team at Woolston Manor would love the
opportunity to offer couples, along with their
friends and families, a memorable day with
a picturesque setting and exquisite dining.
The venue’s friendly, experienced and
dedicated coordinators can provide
you and your partner with
the inspiration, care and
attention that you deserve
on your big day. They can
offer inclusive packages
or even design a wedding
celebration especially
for you to fit with any
specifications you may have.
Woolston Manor’s team
of experienced planners are also
able to advise and arrange everything
necessary to make your event special, from
professional photography to flowers and décor.
They’re happy to discuss colour schemes,

entertainment, food and menus with you to
ensure that your wedding has that extra sparkle.
Whether you are looking for luxury transport,
a specialist caterer or an award-winning
photographer, they can help, and can
even arrange helicopter arrivals.

SUITE DREAMS
Woolston Manor offer you
a choice of two special
and distinctive rooms. The
private rooms are flooded
with natural daylight and
have idyllic views of its
championship golf course with
its luscious greens and lakes. The
elegant Manor Room offers an intimate
atmosphere with its oak panelled entrance,
can accommodate 80 seated loved
ones, with the option of inviting
evening guests to bring the
party number up to 150.
Meanwhile, the glamorous
Taylors Suite can seat up to
250 guests with an evening
guest limit bringing the
capacity up to 400 revellers.
It’s fully air-conditioned and
has a VIP lounge overlooking
the dance floor, which is an
ideal spot for your drinks and
canapé reception.

THE FOOD OF LOVE

of cuisine, ranging from informal buffets,
afternoon teas and barbecues on the terraces
to delicate banqueting, including international
delicacies and traditional English food, using
all locally produced products. Its awardwinning chefs are always happy to
create tailor-made menus to suit
individual requirements and
tastes. The venue prides
itself on offering delicious
food and a friendly service.
Its bars are fully licensed
and able to offer guests the
best in beers, wines, spirits
and champagnes.
The events team understands
how important the food can be to the
success of any event and ensure everything is
tailor made to our clients specifications at all
times to please all round. Woolston Manor
offers a huge range of international and local
foods, and can cater for all needs ranging
from old English food to haute cuisine. The
venue’s chefs endeavour to cater for any taste or
requirement and are happy to advise couples on
any requests or dietary requirements.

Find out more
Call 020 8500 2549, email
info@woolstonmanor.co.uk
or visit www.woolstonmanor.co.uk
woolston.manor
@Woolstonmanor

Woolston Manor offers a sumptuous selection
spring/summer 2016 69
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PRINCE
REGENT
HOTEL
THETHE
PRINCE
REGENT
HOTEL

You say “I do” and let the
Prince
Regent
Hotel let
do the
rest.
You
say “I
do” and
the
Your wedding
is one of the most
Prince
Regent
Hotel do the rest.

memorable days of your life. Celebrate
it at the Prince Regent Hotel - Chigwell
Your
wedding
is one
theguests
most memorable days of your life.
and
we will
ensure you
andof
your
Celebrate
it
at
the
Prince
Regent
Hotel
- Chigwell and we will ensure you and your
have countless happy memories to cherish
guests haveforcountless
happy
memories
to cherish for many years to come.
many years to come.

Call our experienced Wedding
co-ordinators on 0208 505 9966
Call our experienced
wedding
co-ordinators
on 0208 505 99666 to view one of our
to view one of
our elegant
function
elegant
function
suitesyour
andperfect
to discuss your perfect wedding package.
suites
and to discuss
wedding package

ManorRoad,
Road,Woodford,
Woodford,IG8
IG88AE
8AE T:T:0208
0208 505
505 99666
Manor
99666 E:E:prince.sales@menzieshotels.co.uk
prince.sales@menzieshotels.co.uk

www.menzieshotels.co.uk/hotels
www.menzieshotels.co.uk/hotels
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A Tudor rose

Have the best of both worlds on your wedding day at Great Hallingbury Manor

Great Hallingbury
Manor in a nutshell
Images are courtesy of the venue

A

traditional Tudor-style mansion house
with a completely refurbished modern
interior, Great Hallingbury Manor
is ideal for a bride and groom looking for
historical charm with contemporary comfort.
The venue’s imposing period façade and
stunning gardens will bring dramatic romance
to your wedding, while the pared-back, simple
interior will offer a blank canvas that can be
easily be tailored to suit your specific colour
palette or theme.

SOMETHING OLD,
SOMETHING NEW
The Oak Room is the most traditional space
in the venue, and so is understandably very
popular for ceremonies. Featuring rustic Tudor
interior details, including oak-panelled walls,
an open fireplace and glass-in-lead windows,
the room offers views of the dreamy lily pond
and landscaped walled gardens. The adjacent
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Garden Bar provides access to the terrace.
Meanwhile, the modern Lakeside Suite exudes
a chic, contemporary vibe, with neutral décor
and awe-inspiring views over the lake. The
French windows in the conservatory offer direct
access onto the lake terrace, a spot which will
be ideal for photo opportunities. With a fullyequipped bar in the room, it’s a great choice for
hosting the reception.
Comprising several licensed function rooms
surrounded by beautiful landscaped gardens
and a lake, the manor provides couples with
the convenience of organising their wedding all
under one roof. All catering is offered on-site,
with the chef producing bona fide works of
gastronomic art, as well as being happy to tailor
and create menus to suit you and your guests’
tastes, preferences and dietary requirements.

OUT ON THE LAKE
With a variety of sights and landmarks,
Great Hallingbury Manor is a wedding
photographer’s dream. The walled front garden
and lily pond is a stunning setting for arrival
shots and the landscaped side gardens will
provide the perfect, clean backdrop for busy
group snaps and the untamed, forest-like fields
make for great portraits of the newlyweds alone.
The lake – with occasional appearances from
the swans – is another marvellous feature of the
venue’s grounds. In the summer, the lake and
garden terraces make great locations for drinks

 Traditional Tudor manor exterior
 Al fresco drinks receptions
 A licensed island pagoda
 Extensive overnight accommodation
for guests
 Stables bridal and honeymoon suite

receptions, allowing guests to make the most of
the romantic backdrop.
In 2013, the licensed island pagoda was
introduced, meaning couples can now marry on
a private island in the middle of the lake, while
a state-of-the-art sound system allows guests to
listen to the vows from the shore.

GOODNIGHT SWEETHEART
Great Hallingbury Manor offers 45 comfortable
bedrooms on-site, ensuring that visiting guests
can enjoy an overnight stay. All rooms have
been stylishly decorated to chime with the
venue’s serene, charming environment. There
are several suite categories and options for most
budgets and requirements.
Housed in the luxurious Stables, the Bridal
Suite is an extravagantly spacious room with
romantic décor, a canopied bed, chandeliers,
walk-in wet room and a roll-top bath with a
starlight skylight – a perfect space for the prewedding shoot as well as the honeymoon night.

Find out more
Call 01279 506 475, email
events@greathallingbury.co.uk
or visit www.greathallingbury.co.uk
GreatHallingburyManor
@GHMHotel

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Located in the beautiful Essex Countryside, sits Elsenham Golf & Leisure, the
perfect venue for your perfect day. Conveniently close to Stansted Airport, our
venue is easily accessible for all your wedding guests.

Our delightful Barn Suite is licensed for
indoor marriage ceremonies and civil
partnerships, with a balcony overlooking the
golf course, as well as outdoor ceremonies
using our dedicated oak framed pavilion.
Beautiful green parkland so you can choose
from a variety of stunning settings for
photographs of your day, including the
forest and the lakes.

Come and view Elsenham Golf & Leisure and meet our wedding coordinator
Leanne, who can help you plan your day just as you would like it.
Tel: 01279 812865 or Email :Leanne@elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
for more information.

www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
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Fields of dreams

Be at one with nature on your wedding day at Old Brook Barn

Old Brook Barn in a nutshell
 Civil ceremonies
 Honeymoon Cottage
 Seating for 150 guests

Set amidst 23 idyllic acres in the Essex
village of Navestock, the magnificent familyrun Old Brook Barn can be exclusively
yours to enjoy on your wedding day. With
a stunning natural brook, willow trees and
meadow fields, you couldn’t wish for a more
enchanting rural setting for your big day.
The lovingly restored barn dates back to
the 17th century, with beautiful exposed
beans, high ceilings and carved wood
detailing it retains many of its original
features and character. Offering seating for
150 guests, it’s the perfect space for creating
a party atmosphere with a personal feel.
In the Main Hall you have panoramic
glass sliding doors, offering stunning views
across the meadow fields of Brook Farm.
Meanwhile, the upstairs Minstrels Gallery
offers a stunning south-facing balcony for
you and your guests to enjoy on a summer’s
day or evening. There’s scope for your party
to spill out into the secluded lattice fenced
courtyard, complete with outdoor furniture
and gazebo, as well as access to the meadows
across the bridge.

The course of true love

Wed on the glorious green parklands at Elsenham Golf & Leisure

Located in the beautiful Essex
countryside, Elsenham Golf
& Leisure offers a peaceful,
intimate big-day venue, with
outstanding aspects of the
parklands’ forest and lakes for
the wedding snaps.
The delightful Barn Suite is
licensed for ceremonies, with
a balcony overlooking the golf
course, allowing you to bring
an al fresco touch to your
wedding. The venue can also
provide outdoor ceremonies in

its oak-framed pavilion – ideal
for summer vows. A dedicated
wedding coordinator can
recommend some of the most
experienced suppliers to help
create the truly personal day you
both want, meaning you can
relax and enjoy your day without
worrying about the finer details.
Elsenham Golf & Leisure can
accommodate up to 75 guests
for your sit-down wedding
breakfast and 150 for your
evening reception.

Find out more

Call, email or visit
www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
ElsenhamGolf
@Elsenham_Golf

Find out more
Call 07747 116 100, email
info@oldbrookbarn.co.uk or visit
www.oldbrookbarn.co.uk
OldBrookBarn
@OldBrookBarn
@oldbrookbarn

One moment in time

Whether you want a traditional or modern wedding,
Ware Priory has it all
Grade I-listed Ware Priory is
one of Hertfordshire’s premier
wedding venues and is rare venue
where the past and present unite.
Whether you and your partner
are looking for a venue steeped
in atmosphere with period
architecture dating back to
medieval times, or a modern and
spacious venue with all the latest
hi-tech facilities, Ware Priory has

something for you.
Set in seven acres of
picturesque riverside gardens,
it’s ideal for photos, drinks
receptions, barbeques and garden
parties. There are also lots of
romantic spots overlooking the
river, including the two bridges
that cross an inlet of water
leading to an island with its
own bandstand.

Image courtesy of the venue

Find out more

Call 01920 888 547, email events@warepriory.co.uk or visit
www.warepriory.co.uk
warepriory
@WarePriory
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COLVILLE HALL
Colville Hall dates back to the 14th Century, offering barns and
outside space for a unique and bespoke approach to weddings in
Essex and Hertfordshire.The hall sits in the centre of a large group of
grade 1 and 2 listed barns, one of which is a Court House, formally

used to house weddings in the Tudor period. Colville Hall sits in 10
acres of formal gardens, along with 14 acres of ancient woodland –
our formal gardens have some of the oldest ancient monuments in
Essex and Hertfordshire, ideal for those special photographs.

www.facebook.com/colvillehallweddingvenue

twitter.com/ColvilleHallWed

Phone: 01462 420751, Colville Hall, Chelmsford Road, White Roding Essex, CM6 1RQ

www.colvillehallwedding.co.uk
"Recently went here for a wedding and it was
outstanding, the food, the staff, the
venue, the atmosphere all amazing. There
is not much I can say really apart from
you must visit there as it speaks for itself.”
TripAdvisor review, Aug 2015

FORRESTER PARK
Flexible  Elegant  Welcoming

Let us help you turn your
wedding dreams into reality

For more informa�on please call our weddin� co-ordinator,
�a�e Plum�, on 01621 891406
or email ka����orr����r-park.co.uk
Forrester Park, Great Totham, nr Maldon, Essex CM9 8EA
www.forrester-park.co.uk
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HOUCHINS
Magnificent Modern Wedding Barn
and Historic Farmhouse

Houchins is an intimate and romantic wedding
venue with the choice of stylish accommodation.

Best Western Marks Tey Hotel is perfect setting for
your wedding with a great choice of Function Rooms.

Exclusively yours for the day, Houchins is set in
beautiful grounds just outside Coggeshall, yet easily
accessible to Essex, Suffolk and London.

On Your Special Day Relax and Enjoy the Occasion
whilst our experienced team ensure you have the
Perfect start to your Married Life.

Our dedicated wedding team are on-hand to
ensure you have the perfect wedding day.

HERITAGE MADE MODERN
Marks Tey Hotel  London Road  Colchester  Essex  C06 1DU

www.houchins.co.uk

Call Sharon 01206 214803
sharon@marksteyhotel.co.uk

01376 561448

www.marksteyhotel.co.uk
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Canons Brook Golf Club

Canons Brook Golf Club is situated on the edge of Harlow, Essex.
We have two possible wedding venues: one is the magnificent clubhouse
with high ceilings and plenty of space to hold a reception for up to 250 guests.
The second is a Grade II listed Barn building full of character and charm.
This venue holds up to a maximum of 120 guests, both venues
overlook the golf course.
We can advise and assist in every aspect of your day in a friendly environment,
whether it’s an evening function only or an all day reception and party, we can help.

01473 201039

To make an appointment to view or check availabilty, please contact Joanne Slater
(Administration Manager) 01279 421482 or email manager@canonsbrook.com
Canons Brook Golf Club, Elizabeth Way, Harlow, Essex, CM19 5BE

www.canonsbrook.com
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A little bit country
Escape the hustle and bustle by wedding at Coltsfoot

Coltsfoot in a nutshell

 A scenic backdrop for wedding photos
 Capacity for 150 evening guests
 A varied wedding breakfast menu
 15 luxurious suites for overnight guests

Barnstorming
Having the venue exclusively means that you can be assured that your
guests will be the only ones celebrating this special day with you. The Main
Barn area services the whole day, transforming from ceremony space to a
wedding breakfast hall, before converting into the evening entertainment
area. The venue can accommodate up to 100 day guests and a further 50
evening revellers, while the minimum numbers for couples wanting a more
intimate gathering is 50 people. After the ceremony, reception drinks and
canapés, weather permitting, are served in Coltsfoot’s pretty courtyard,
allowing guests to relax and enjoy the picturesque surroundings while the
photographer gets to work capturing the joyful candid moments.
During the winter months, Coltsfoot has a separate bar area with a roaring
log fire, where guests can gather during this post-ceremony celebration.

How do you like your eggs in the morning?
Coltsfoot also has 15 luxurious suites which are situated in the main
courtyard are, giving you the option to extend your special day through to
the following day. The next morning, a hearty full English is served in the
Main Barn, where you can join your family and friends to continue your
celebrations over breakfast.

Find out more
Call 01438 212 800, email weddings@coltfoot.com
or visit coltsfoot.com
ColtsfootCountryRetreat
@coltsfootuk

Image courtesy of the venue

N

estled in 40 acres of stunning Hertfordshire countryside,
Coltsfoot Country Retreat is a beautiful bespoke hotel and
wedding venue. The space is a blank canvas with neutral décor,
meaning that you can dress the venue your way and create the big day of
your dreams – from flowers to favours and menus to suggested chauffeur
services, you can customise it your way. Coltsfoot’s experienced wedding
coordinator is dedicated to ensuring that your special day runs just as you
wish, meaning that you and your partner can focus on enjoying your day
and making memories.

A perfect fit
Opt for tailor-made nuptials at Woolverstone Hall

Woolverstone Hall is a
magnificent Grade I-listed
mansion set in 80 acres of Suffolk
parkland on the banks of the
River Orwell, just 5 miles outside
Ipswich. The perfect backdrop
for many a romantic wedding,
Woolverstone Hall and its team
of planners can be completely at
the bride and groom’s disposal
for the day. Tailored to their
personal requirements, they aim

to create a day as individual as
the pair getting married.
There’s really no such thing
as a typical Woolverstone Hall
wedding. Each celebration is as
original as the couple creating it.
At Woolverstone Hall you’ll
find no fixed packages, no
fixed menus – simply an
enchanting and refreshing blank
canvas on which to paint your
personal desires.

Find out more

Call 01473 201039, email enquiries@woolverstonehall.co.uk
or visit woolverstonehall.co.uk
Twitter: @weddings_at_wh
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A Unique & Historic Venue

Order our NEW brochure today
T: 01622 870801
E: weddings@thehopfarm.co.uk
The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood, Kent
www.thehopfarmvenue.co.uk

COLTSFOOT
The country retreat

Weddings At Coltsfoot:
Have your special day at Coltsfoot, away
from the hustle and bustle! Make it a day to
remember and one you dreamed of.
Our experienced wedding co-ordinator is
dedicated to ensuring your special day is
just as you ordered so you can just relax
and enjoy every minute of the day.
The main barn area services the whole day,
transforming from ceremony to wedding
breakfast then converting into the evening
entertainment area.

The beautiful forty acres surrounding our
venue provide romantic backdrops for
fabulous photographs to capture your
special day.
We can seat up to one hundred day guests
and a further fifty evening guests (our
minimum guest number is sixty day guests).
Reception drinks and canapés, weather
pending, are served in our pretty courtyard
allowing guests to relax and enjoy the
surroundings whilst the photographers get
to work!.

For Current Wedding Prices, Show-Rounds And Availability Please Call
01438 212800 Or E-Mail Weddings@Coltsfoot.com

www.coltsfoot.com
080_AB22.indd 80
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The Coach House
The perfect setting for your special day
Marks Hall Estate
Coggeshall, CO6 1TG

Call 01376 565420 or visit www.markshall.org.uk
082_AB22.indd 56
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Be yourself
St Julians Club welcomes couples
who want a truly personal big day

O

verlooking the Weald of Kent and
surrounded by beautiful manicured
gardens, St. Julians Club is a
Georgian country house that offers an original
yet traditional venue for your special day.
Having been a private members club since
the ’50s, the Sevenoaks venue is ideal for an
intimate ceremony, reception or both.
St Julians Club’s wedding coordinators have
many years’ experience hosting and planning

St Julian's in a nutshell

 Can accommodate 110 guests
 Steinway grand piano
 Wedding planning services
wedding receptions and will take a personal
interest in attending to every detail of your
wedding in order to create at the perfect day.
Once they’ve met the bride and groom and
have a clear understanding of what they want,
they focus on making sure that the day is as
personal, exciting and memorable as they
wished for. It’s the little details that make all
the difference, and St Julians Club’s wedding
coordinators believe that every wedding should
be designed around the couple. The house has
an old-world charm and bohemian atmosphere
that couples love, as it really helps – along with
their chosen theme – to add to the individuality
of their big day.

Images are courtesy of the venue
Even when on a limited budget, your
wedding day should be an event to remember.
Make it an experience: you and your guests are
the most important things. St Julians Club can
help tailor your bespoke experience, and won’t
hide any costs or offer package weddings.

Find out more
Call 01732 458 261, email
info@stjulians.co.uk or visit
www.stjulians.co.uk
stjuliansclub
@st_julians
@stjuliansclub

A whole lot of history
Opt for traditional romance at Marks Hall

Built in the 15th century, the Essex Wedding
award-winning Marks Hall’s Coach House
venue boasts traditional oak beams, mellow
brickwork, a beautiful terrace and well-tended
gardens, providing a very charming setting for
memorable nuptials.
Awarded Boutique Wedding Venue of the
Year 2014 at The Essex Wedding Awards, it
has three beautiful arch doors that lead out
onto the terrace which overlooks the stunning
garden.The flower garden provides the most
romantic spot for you to begin your married
life together; the attractive gazebo nestled
amongst the colourful blooms being the

Marks Hall in a nutshell
 Civil ceremonies
 Venue-only hire available
 Capacity for 200 guests

perfect place to exchange vows during an al
fresco summer ceremony.
Set within the 250 acres of Marks Hall’s
Gardens and Arboretum in Coggeshall,
Coach House is surrounded by mature trees,
woodland and leafy paths, offering a tranquil
spot that newlyweds can share with their

nearest and dearest on their special day.
The Coach House can seat 120 for a civil
ceremony, 150 for a wedding breakfast and
up to 200 for the evening reception. The
garden wedding option seats 80 guests, with
additional space for 40 on the terrace.

Find out more
Call 01376 565 420, email
weddings@markshall.org.uk
or visit www.markshall.org.uk
markshallgardensandarboretum
@marks_hall
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High Barn is a beautiful 14th Century, Grade II listed barn, nestled in the historic village of Great
Bardfield near Braintree. A wonderful and unique setting for a Wedding, Private Party or Corporate Event.
A fully licensed bar and full catering servies are available.
Please contact us for more details or to arrange a viewing.

info@highbarnevents.com

084_AB22.indd 84

01371 829259

www.highbarnevents.com
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The
perfect
venue
to
The perfect venue to say I do
say I do

Greenwoods Hotel & Spa is a 17th Century manor house
surrounded my an extensive, beautiful landscape.

Greenwoods Hotel and Spa is a 17th Century Manor House Hotel set in
landscaped gardens.

The newly refurbished suites make the ideal choice for small
beautifully
occasions, while our Royal Garden Marquee provides the
perfect place for a larger celebration.

The newly refurbished suites make the ideal choice for small celebrations, whilst our
provides the perfect place for a larger event.

Outdoor ceremonies can also be arranged in our stunning
Summer Royal
Gazebo. Garden Marquee
Call our wedding team on 01277 829990 for more
information and to book a viewing.

Outdoor ceremonies can also be
Stock Road, Ingatestone, Essex CM4 9BE
arranged in our
E:
info@greenwoodshotel.co.uk
stunning
summer gazebo.
F:
www.greenwoodshotel.co.uk
Call our wedding team on
01277 829990 for
more information and to
book a viewing.

Stock Road, Stock, Essex, CM4 9BE
info@greenwoodshotel.co.uk
www.greenwoodshotel.co.uk

LYMPNE CASTLE

Arguably the venue with the best view in Kent
Lympne Castle,
The Street, Lympne,
Kent CT21 4LQ
Tel: 01303 261666 / 267571 Email: info@lympnecastle.com
www.lympnecastle.com
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Celebrate your fairytale ending at

Braxted Park
Braxted Park in a nutshell

 A romantic parkland estate
 Church on site for traditional ceremonies
 Venue-hire only package available
 Wedding coordinator services
 Bridal cottage for newlyweds

A

From traditional church services to modern civil ceremonies, this venue caters for all tastes

fully licensed, elegant Georgian
mansion set on an expansive Essex
parkland estate, Braxted Park offers
an idyllic setting for countryside nuptials.
Couples can enjoy the romantic surroundings
of intricate planting and cascading water
features, culminating in a dreamy – and very
photogenic – backdrop for your big-day snaps
and lifetime of memories. With a capacity
for anything between 30 and 350 people, the
venue welcomes celebrations of all sizes.

ENDLESS OPTIONS
Not just a perfect spot for civil ceremonies, the
estate is also fortunate enough to be home to
the parish church, All Saints Great Braxted.
However, if you’d prefer a more contemporary
ceremony, Braxted Park has a lot to offer.
Rooms of various sizes are available, with the
most popular being the intimate Orangery,
which can accommodate 30 to 50 of your
guests for the wedding breakfast. This pretty
room overlooks the main house’s mature

86

gardens and can be used in conjunction with
the Lantern Room. Meanwhile, the Walled
Garden Pavilion is a superb space for wedding
receptions, with heating, air conditioning,
bar facilities and a capacity for 50 to 300 of
your nearest and dearest. The main house is
approached by a grand tree-lined driveway
through the exquisite parkland. The Reception
Hall provides the ideal country-house setting
for your drinks reception before your party is
sat down to a wedding breakfast in the grand
Ballroom. However, if it’s summer nuptials
that you’re planning, why not opt for an al
fresco ceremony in the picturesque Lower
Walled Knott Garden?

SNUG SLEEPOVER
After the last dance, couples are welcome to
retire to the Garden Cottage, where they can
relax together with a glass of fizz and share
the memories that made the day so special.
There’s an additional 12 restored stable rooms
available for overnight guests. The morning
after, a delicious continental breakfast buffet
will be brought to the cottage so that you
can enjoy the company of your nearest and
dearest for one last meal before embarking on
your honeymoon.

ALL TAKEN CARE OF
Whatever your dreams are for your big day,
Braxted Park’s dedicated staff will be on hand
to ensure the smooth running of the event,
with Wedding Coordinators planning every
bespoke, final detail to ensure a memorable
day with minimum stress. Mouth-watering
seasonal menus from three of the venue’s
outside caterers are available to guarantee that
your wedding breakfast is to you and your
guests’ tastes. When it comes to entertainment
at the reception, the estate’s team also
recommends its resident DJ to help get your
family and friends up on the dance floor, but
also allows you the option of sourcing a band
of your choice.

Find out more
Call 01621 892 305, email
weddings@braxtedpark.com or visit
www.braxtedpark.com for more
information.
BraxtedParkWeddings
@BraxtedWeddings
@Braxted_Park

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Wedding Bouncy casTLe

Stunning backdrop for photoS
fun for adultS and children
Tel: 07807 040360
www.leapinglilybouncycastlesessex.co.uk
www.facebook.com/Leaping-lily-bouncy-castles

A Fairytale, a Dream of Romance

HEDINGHAMCASTLE.CO.UK
HALSTEAD, ESSEX 01787 460261
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An English
country garden
A

Marry in magnificent Victorian opulence at Salomons Estate

n elegant country manor amidst 36
luscious acres of gardens, parklands,
forest and lake – all of which can be
viewed from its stunning south-facing terrace
– Salomons Estate is picture-perfect for big-day
celebrations. Living up to Kent’s reputation
as the Garden of England, this Victorian
Royal Tunbridge Wells venue has preserved
all of the magic and romance of a bygone
era. With imposing period elegance and
breathtaking grounds, the former country
mansion is an impressive big-day setting
sure to impress guests.

VIP TREATMENT
The Salomons Estate team prides itself on its
exceptional levels of service, and each couple
will have their own dedicated events host to
assist with both planning and overseeing their
wedding day from start to finish, with help
from the Head Chef, recommended suppliers
and a rather impressive wine cellar.
Couples can also take advantage of the venue’s
Exclusive Use Wedding package, which
entitles them to the whole venue from their
Images are courtesy of the venue

Solomons.indd 91

Salomons Estate in a nutshell
 Grade II Victorian mansion

 Three exquisite function rooms
 A south-facing terrace for al fresco vows
 A dedicated events host
 36 acres of picturesque parklands
arrival, through to breakfast the following
morning. Although there’s a broad selection
of packages available, its wedding organisers
recognised that couples may want something
a little different, so they also offer brides and
grooms a bespoke package tailored to their
specific requirements.

GET A ROOM
The country mansion offers three fabulous
function rooms licensed to host wedding
ceremonies and receptions. The Gold Room
can seat up to 65 people with doors that open
onto the terrace, where guests can enjoy aweinspiring views of the estate. Meanwhile, the
Drawing Room creates a beautiful backdrop for
a newlyweds’ wedding breakfast, and as it seats
up to 100 people, it provides a spacious setting
for the evening’s celebrations. Finally, the grand
Victorian Theatre is ideal for large wedding
parties and can host all aspects of the couple’s
big day, from the ceremony to nighttime
reception. This statement space is also popular
as an Asian wedding because of its spacious
dimensions and canvas-like potential for colour
and creativity. In the summer, the Terrace, with
its pretty colonnade, is a great suntrap for al
fresco nuptials, as well as a few snaps for the
all-important wedding album.

RECIPE FOR ROMANCE
At Salomons Estate, fresh produce and outside
caterers are carefully chosen to ensure that the
couple and their wedding party is provided
with the highest quality of food and drink.
Understanding how difficult it is to organise
a menu for a number of different people with
different tastes, the Head Chef and his team
offers a wide range of dining options to keep
everyone happy.

Find out more
Call 01892 515 152, email
reservations@salomons-estate.com
or visit www.salomons-estate.com
salomons.venue
@Salomons_Venue
@salomons_estate
spring 2015
spring/summer
2016 91
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TIMELESS GLAMOUR
EXCLUSIVE TO YOU

WEDDING PREVIEW DAY

SUNDAY 15 MAY 2016 – 10AM TO 4PM

01245 605500

Surrounded by over 500 acres of historic
parkland, Hylands now offers the best of both
worlds; A spectacular Grade II* listed
mansion featuring meticulously restored
period rooms or the Grand Pavilion, offering
a contemporary alternative. Hyland’s range of
celebration spaces presents the perfect setting
for intimate gatherings or lavish receptions.
By hosting your ceremony and reception at
Hylands, you and your guests can relax and
enjoy our personalised hospitality and the
convenience of one venue.

WWW.HYLANDSESTATEWEDDINGS.CO.UK
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There’s still time to say, I Do…
Book your wedding day to take place
in 2016 and receive:
Complimentary Canapés or a Complimentary
upgrade to our Gold Drinks Package!
Please quote AB 04-09 when booking. Applies to new
bookings only. Terms and conditions apply.
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Photography

A fresh

perspective

��

��

Wedding photographers offer up
insight from the other side of the lens

Kirsty Hester-Lowe,
Ray Lowe Studios

Weddings by Ray Lowe Studios provides customers with of-themoment images of their wedding day to remember forever. We
understand that no two weddings are the same and offer a prewedding consultation to find out exactly what you want from your
wedding photography. Our style of photography is creative and
contemporary. We like to tailor our images to reflect each couple,
some couples want something a bit more formal, whilst others
want something more relaxed and fun. Either way, we make sure
we’re there to capture each moment of the wedding day.

“This is one of the images
we're quite proud of as
it was shortlisted for the
Master Photographers
Association (MPA) Bride
Image of the Year 2015.
Brett received a merit for
this image, and the bride
loved it. It’s a beautiful
image of the bride getting
ready for her big day.”

��

��

Our favourite shot

Top tip

“Make sure you find
a style and photographer
that suits you as a couple.
The only way you will find
out what you like is to look
through websites and
magazines to find images
that appeal to you.”

You can get in touch with the Ray Lowe Studios
team at raylowestudios.co.uk

Stephen Chapman, Stephen
Chapman Photography

My day as a wedding photographer always starts with
capturing the bridal preparations, carrying on all the way
through to the first dance. However, preparations for the big
day will have started much earlier, as I always give the couple
an engagement or pre-wedding shoot, where we discuss their
minimum requirements for their wedding photographs, so they
can enjoy their day. My style of photography is reportage and
iconic where I like to capture impromptu moments throughout
the day that are iconic moments of one’s day, as well as being
generically iconic for anyone’s wedding too.

My favourite shot

Top tip

Speak with your
photographer
beforehand to ensure
they list down
your minimum
requirements in
advance.

You can get in touch with Stephen via email at
stephenraymondchapman@googlemail.com

“This photograph is of the
moment when a father
was taking his daughter
down the aisle. I knew this
picture was special, but
didn’t realise how special
until a year later the bride
got in contact to tell me
that her father had passed
away and the photo now
has huge sentimental value
for her.
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Photography

Dan Jones, Eyeshine
Photography

Top tip

“Our aim is to be as unobtrusive as possible. Our reportage style captures
the magical moments and emotion of your big day, hopefully without
you even being aware that we’re there. In fact the greatest compliment
we get from couples is that they didn’t notice us. We mingle with guests,
capture unguarded moments, create beautifully romantic images of the
happy couple and are more than happy to take a selection of group shots.
We always shoot weddings together. Laura meets the bride in the morning
to photograph her preparations, while I visit the groom. Having two
photographers is a huge advantage, particularly at key moments of the
day: during the speeches, one of us can concentrate on the speakers whilst
the other captures the candid moments of your guests.”

“Don’t be tempted to
save money on photography.
There are a lot of people
who have very good cameras
and assume that’s all that
is required to be a good
photographer.”

Our favourite shot

��

��

You can get in touch with
Dan and Laura at
eyeshinephotography.co.uk

“This is an image that we are
particularly proud of. Becca
and James had their wedding
in a beautiful rustic barn in the
Essex countryside. We spotted
a neighbouring field and
immediately knew it was the
perfect spot for some amazing
photographs. This picture
encapsulates the atmosphere
of their wedding, a beautifully
romantic day with a wonderful
rustic vibe running all the way
through it.”

Murray Batley,
Good-Eye Photography

“Coming from a design background in theatre and construction,
and now working in photography, I bring a different approach to
wedding shoots. I am methodical and persistent in seeking out and
photographing the soul of the occasion. Not only focussing on the
bride and groom, I make portraits of family and friends and of the
event as a whole capturing the special dynamics of the day. Having
all day to shoot, I can coax wonderful images from the most
reluctant of subjects. That's my joy!
I like to make portraits on the day, catching those joyous emotions
alongside the more reflective moments.

Top tip

I recommend that
couples choose a
photographer on the
basis of their previous
work, the photos
should speak for
themselves.

You can get in touch with Murray at good-eye.co.uk
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My favourite shot

“This bridesmaid in
monochrome is a recent
favourite. Full of poise
and anticipation, it is a
successful picture for me.
It remains enigmatic,
posing more questions
than it answers.”
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stephenchapmanphotography.com
Phone: 07979931917
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How emily
and tom said

“

I do

”

Emily, 27 and Tom Dawson, 32
opted for Fanhams Hall Hotel
in Hertfordshire as their venue
because it was a halfway point
between their hometowns.

We met on Plenty of Fish (pof.com) and
started talking online and over text. I looked
at Tom's profile first, decided that he wouldn’t
like me and closed it down. But the next thing
I knew, he’d sent me a message. We met in St
Albans after a month and didn't look back. We
went on a few dates before making it official.
Tom proposed on our three-year anniversary.
We were in the pub where we’d had our very first
date. We used to have this routine where Tom
would say that he loved me, and then I would
say “Prove it”. This time he handed me the most
gorgeous ring! It was exactly what I would have
chosen for myself. There’s a horrific picture of
me that he took as soon as he asked me, which
he then sent to everyone with the caption “She
said yes”. I really had no idea that he was going
to propose, but it was perfect. I couldn’t have
asked for more. It was very Tom in the way that
he did it.
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We looked at Fanhams in the first place
because it was half way between both of our
families. My family lives in Harlow and Tom’s
lives in Hitchin, so Ware is just about in the
middle. As soon as we went to look at the venue
– it was the only one we looked at – we fell in
love with it and couldn’t have imagined getting

married anywhere else. It was exactly what we
were looking for. The grounds are absolutely
stunning and we absolutely loved the Pavilion
where we had our reception, with all of its open
windows letting in natural light and the pond
right next to it. We had originally hoped to
get married outside at the Japanese Tea House,
but unfortunately the weather wasn’t right for
it on the day. The room we got married in, the
Hertford and Ware, was lovely too though, as it
was right at the top, above the Pavilion, with the
windows looking out over the grounds.
We opted for 14th August as our wedding
date. You always assume that in the summer
you have a better chance of having nice weather,
and as we wanted to get married outside at the
Japanese Tea House we thought it would be
safer. The main reason for choosing it is that our
anniversary is on 12th August and we wanted to
get married as close to this date as possible as it’s
so special for us.
Both the ceremony and reception took place
at Fanhams Hall Hotel. We always wanted to
get married somewhere where we could have the
ceremony and reception in the same place as it’s
a bit of a faff when you have to move between
venues, especially for the wedding guests. We

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Real wedding

didn’t want a religious ceremony either, just a
beautiful venue to say our vows before moving to the
reception to see all of our friends and family.

company. Additionally, during the evening we had a
live singer and a violinist who accompanied the DJ’s
music. We also had a free bar, which helped!

I had my three sisters and my two nieces as my
bridesmaids. The adults wore long, floor-length,
chiffon dresses with a large loose bow at the back,
which when tied creates a mini train. The babies
wore chiffon dresses with a black waistband.
Choosing one style was difficult. I had an idea in my
head of what I liked and we ended up going with the
first dress that I liked, but my sisters were quite fussy,
saying that dresses made them look fat, or there was
too much cleavage showing, or that it was too clingy,
so trying to please them all was a real challenge. I was
going to have one bridesmaid in black and the other
two in red or vice versa originally, but one of my
sisters tried on a black dress and I hated it on her, so
after that I decided to go with all red.

Our first dance was to Stand By Me by Ben E.
King. Tom’s parents had bought us dance lessons
for Christmas so that we’d be prepared for our first
dance. We didn’t want to do a gimmicky dance but
instead something elegant and memorable – rather
than just shuffling in circles for five minutes! During
the evening the music was a varied selection of
everything from classic ’80s pop to the current hits.

In terms of entertainment, we hired Andy – Mr.
H from Mr. H productions – to be our DJ and
compere on the day. During the afternoon, between
the ceremony and reception, we had outdoor lawn
games like Jenga and Connect Four laid out for the
guests, all provided by the venue. We also had a
magician called Seb wandering around, entertaining
the guests with tricks. In the evening Mr. H ran the
music and lighting, which was all provided by his

The biggest extravagance for us was definitely the
food. After the menu-tasting we simply had to get all
the extras we’d initially decided that we didn't want,
because they were so yummy! We wouldn't have had
it any other way.
The part which stood out the most for me is when
I pulled up at the venue and got out of the limo.
My dad and my step-dad were both standing there,
each holding a niece. Before the wedding there had
been a lot of drama between the two of them; they
don’t like each other and never have. It meant so
much to me that on my big day they were able to
put their differences aside and be civil with each
other just for me, in order to make my day so special.

spring/summer 2016
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emily and tom's

Little Black Book
Wedding dress:
Symphony of Venus dress from
Peaches peachesweddings.co.uk
Groom’s outfit:
JJ’s Formal Hire
weddingdresseshertfordshire.com/
mensweddinghire
Bridesmaids:
JJ’s House jjshouse.com
Venue and catering:
Fanhams Hall Hotel ehvenues.com/
fanhams-hall-hotel
Flowers:
The Flower Box flowersinharlow.com
Entertainment:
 Mr H Productions
mrhproductions.co.uk
 Sebastian Hunt Wedding Magician
magicatyourwedding.com
Cinematographer:
Cloud 9 Wedding Films
cloud9weddingfilms.co.uk
Photographer:
James Homer james-homer.co.uk
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Georgia
Professional Singer

07584065739
georgiainglis@hotmail.co.uk
georgiasingsforyou
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Stolen moments
Photography

David Bradford of David Michael Photography shares his favourite wedding-day snaps
“It’s not all that often that we get fantastic sunsets in this
country, but if one does appear during a wedding I have been
known to steal the happy couple away from their dessert!
That’s exactly what happened at this wedding at
Pledgdon Barn last autumn.”

“This was one of my first attempts at a time-lapse sparkler shot at
Hedingham Castle. I remember it took ages to light all the sparklers
because it was so windy. This always makes me smile as the girls
were such good fun, as was the whole wedding.”

“This is one of many favourites from a wedding at Baddow
Park last autumn. I just love the look the beautiful bride
is giving her groom, and equally the look from the father
of the bride. As a father with my own beautiful daughter,
these shots make me quite emotional.”

“I’m not one of those photographers that pose the
happy couple for a perfect portrait. I much prefer
to shoot romantic shots from a distance so that I’m
not interfering with the moment. This image shot at
Fennes is one of my favourite examples of this.”

“The light curtain behind the top table at The Amphora
Suite makes for great speech photos. This groom’s
speech was very funny, as you can see!”

“I took this as the bridal car pulled up at Marks Hall for a
ceremony last summer. I just managed to sneak a shot the
bride’s smile through an open window in a split second, and the
excitement on her face at that moment is now captured forever.”

To find out more about David Michael Photography packages, call 01376 572 326,
email info@davidmichaelphotography.co.uk or visit davidmichaelphotography.co.uk
132
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Grooms
Mother-of-Pearl cufflinks,
£67, Jaeger
www.jaeger.co.uk

Halcyon Days Sailing Boat
cufflinks, £79, Amara
www.amara.com

Arm

Merci Maman personalised
people cufflinks,
£99.99, Getting Personal
www.gettingpersonal.co.uk

candy

♥
save

Gift your husband-to-be with
some big-day cufflinks so he can
wear YOUR heart on his sleeve

Designer Spitfire cufflinks, £60,
The Great Gift Company
www.thegreatgiftcompany.co.uk

Vintage Watch Movement
cufflinks, £119.50, Boticca
www.boticca.com

♥
SPEND

Square cufflinks, £8, BHS
www.bhs.co.uk

Black and rose gold cufflinks,
£67, Tresor Paris
www.tresorparis.co.uk

Circular textured cufflinks,
£8.50, Topman
www.topman.com

♥
splurge

Dice cufflinks, £1,250, 77 Diamonds
www.77diamonds.com

Cufflinks.indd 105

Shell-themed cufflinks,
£14.99, TK Maxx
www.tkmaxx.com

Cricket ball T-bar cufflinks,
£130, Links of London
www.linksoflondon.com
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www.treborphotography.com

Joe Mensah Wedding PhotograPhy
Capturing the moment - Creating the memory
Website: www.joemensah.co.uk
t: 07950 340055 email: info@joemensah.co.uk
Wedding Photography starting from £450.00

10% discount on all our bridal packages when quoting Absolute Bridal
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Grooms

Looking

sharp
Make sure your groom is suitably debonair
with a two-piece that complements your
summer big-day theme

Royal Purple basket weave tie, £29, white poplin slim-fit
shirt, £49.50, Royal Blue twill suit, £199, all Hawes &
Curtis, hawesandcurtis.co.uk

Chambray cotton two-pleat
tailored trousers, £119, Chambray
cotton two-button tailored jacket,
£269, both Jigsaw
jigsaw-online.com

ece

investment pi

Best of British brown suit,
£699, Marks & Spencer
marksandspencer.com
Pheasant tie pin, £10,
River Island
riverisland.co.uk

why not pair

with...

Pique slim white shirt, £89,
Jigsaw jigsaw-online.com
Blush pink tie and
handkerchief set, £12,
BHS bhs.co.uk

Striped tie, £39,
Chester Barrie
www.chesterbarrie.co.uk

Tan leather brogues,
£79.99, TK Maxx
tkmaxx.com
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eningwear

affordable ev

The Original Tux; silk bow tie, £10, trousers with satin side trim,
£29, white slim-fit dinner shirt, £25 and slim single-breasted
one-button jacket, £70, all Johnny Tuxedo
johnnytuxedo.co.uk

mix and match

Puppytooth trousers, £45,
Puppytooth jacket, £65, both
Next next.co.uk

M&S collection pocket
square, £12.50, tie, £17.50,
white shirt, £29.50, trousers,
£39.50, blazer, £139, all
Marks & Spencer
www.marksandspencer.com

why not pair

with...
Shirt and tie
set, £28, Next
next.co.uk

Patterned tie, £35,
Chester Barrie
chesterbarrie.co.uk
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CREATIVE WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY FOR THE DISCERNING BRIDE AND GROOM

COVERING THE SOUTH EAST AND LONDON
HUSBAND AND WIFE TEAM WHO LOVE PHOTOGRAPHING COUPLES IN LOVE
FABULOUS ALL DAY DIGITAL PACKAGES START FROM £1,195.00
‘Perfect pictures, wonderful people. Thank you so so much.’ Sonal, Leez Priory, Essex
‘You made our wedding day so much fun, we will be hanging your pictures from every wall in our house, you are part of our
amazing memories of a great day.’ Sarah, Quendon Hall, Herts
‘Everyone commented on how great you were, thank you for these brilliant shots’ Zoe, Cooling Castle Barn, Kent

WWW.MURLEYANDMAPLES.COM
Murleyandmaples_FPA_AB22.indd 1

TEL: 07969 595 137
20/03/2016 16:48

FOCUS

disco.co.uk

DJ Services • Mobile Disco • Weddings • Karaoke • Photobooth
Focus provide the soundtrack to
your event, we have a small team
of handpicked professional DJ’s
dedicated to making your wedding
your way. We are offering 10% off
all photo booth and DJ packages
when booked together. Free event &
request planning tools available.

Ultimate Booth Hire

Office: 020 3086 7992 Mobile: 07904 00 62 52 Email: Info@focusdisco.co.uk

www.focusdisco.co.uk
FPA.indd 1
Focusdisco_FPA_AB21.indd
1

20/03/2016 09:45
16:49
18/11/2015

Entertainment

Hey Mr DJ
With event-planning services, experienced DJs and fun photo booth and
karaoke extras, Focus Disco is a cut above the rest
Based in Hertfordshire, Focus Disco
offers a superior entertainment service
for wedding receptions. Combining DJs
with more than 18 years’ experience and
state-of-the-art equipment, it has won
the DJ Platinum award for excellence two
years in a row. We spoke to Managing
Director Wayne Sharp about the
company’s event planning service.
“Focus Disco offer all couples some free
event planning tools to ensure that they
can choose some or all the music for the
reception within our secure client area.
We have three song categories: must
play, play if possible and don’t play; and
they can put notes alongside the songs,
so that we know that it’s attached to a
particular memory. Their guests can also
send us song requests with notes about
the choices, for example; ‘this was Anne’s
hen party song.’ The bride and groom
get to see this before the event. The
event form we give them to fill in has a

BEST SONGS FOR…

First Dance: All of Me by John
legend or I'm Yours by Jason Mraz
Parents' Dance: Dance with My
Father by Luther Vandross
Filling the dancefloor: Disco club
classics, by artists like Donna
Summers and ABBA
Novelty Dances: Candy by Cameo
Slow Dancing: Almost any Adele
track or Al Green’s Let’s
Stay Together
Closing the night on a high: Don't
Stop Believing by Journey, Don't
Stop Me Now by Queen
clear timeline, so that we know what they
want and when. The night is managed via
our online planning forms we make sure
the couple get what they want when they
want it.”
Exuberant guests who want to make offthe-cuff tune suggestions on the night
won’t be disappointed either, “Requests
on the night are more than welcome
– we carry around 120,000 songs and
videos, as well as 22,000 karaoke
tracks,” Wayne explains. “Bear in mind
that the DJ may not to be able to play
your song choice next though!”
Talking about the equipment that
Focus Disco offers, he explains “We
offer fantastic rates on our bespoke
photo booth packages, we have three
photo booths to choose from, as well
as karaoke equipment, uplighting and
big-screen video. We also supply black

and white dancefloors, background music
and of course, our video discos.”
However, Focus Disco’s greatest asset is
and always has been its talented team
of professional DJs “With a host of
extremely experienced DJs, our music
knowledge and range extends from
late ’50s rock ’n’ roll to current pop and
dance. We’re fully licensed and pay for
all of our music – we don’t use
Spotify playlists.”

Total eclipse of the
dancefloor

Wayne says: Karaoke has made a
comeback at weddings this year –
the only advice I’d give if you want
karaoke incorporated into your
wedding reception is to be specific
about the time that the karaoke should
finish. This gives your guests time to
dance without interruption. There’s
nothing worse than having a packed
dancefloor and being asked to put on
a really slow karaoke song!

For more information about Focus
Disco, call 020 3086 7992 or visit
focusdiscos.co.uk
spring/summer 2016 111
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Confessions from the

dance floor
Ultimate Entertainment’s James Cheeseman shares his tips on
getting the reception party started

How can a bride and groom tailor
the wedding reception musical
entertainment to their tastes?
When a bride and groom book with
Ultimate Entertainment, I ask them to
list their favourite music to give me an
idea of how to structure the evening’s
music. I also ask for any songs the
couple don’t want played, whether it
be because it holds an inappropriate
emotional connection, or because they
simply don't like the song. As our service
is bespoke, the bride and groom get
as much control over the music as they
like. Our thinking with this is that if the
newlywed couple are up and dancing,
their friends and family will be too.
What's your policy on taking guest
requests, and how extensive is your
catalogue of tunes?
Our policy on taking requests is simply
that if the bride and groom are happy
for guests to make requests, then I'm
happy to play them as long as they
aren’t on the do-not-play list.
Having been at events where a song
I've requested hasn’t been played, I can
empathise with frustrated guests so I’ve
always strived to play every request, as
long as it’s in keeping with the bride and
groom’s song list. Music is so emotive
that hearing a particular track can cause
somebody to think of another song they
would like to hear. The way I manage
requests is simple; if the song that's
requested is within the same genre it will
generally be the next song played. If the
song is not in keeping with the music
112

that’s currently playing then I advise that
I’ll play it but it will be in a little while. I
never play a pre-planned set unless
requested by the bride and groom,
so I'm able to respond quickly to what
people on the dance floor are asking for.
My music collection is at around the
45,000 song mark, so it’s not often that I
don't have the right track. I also have the
facility to download songs on the go as
well, for the odd occasion I don't have a
guest’s request.

the night and I build their favourite
songs into it. I look to try and play music
of similar styles to their favourites as
well, to keep them dancing. Again I've
always found that friends are generally
quite like-minded with music so if the
bride and groom are dancing then their
friends will be up there with them too.

BEST SONGS FOR…

How do you aim to please all
generations on the dance floor?
My music collection ranges from the
’40s all the way through to the most
up-to-date tracks across all genres. It’s
important to make sure that everybody
has the opportunity to get up on the
dance floor and make some shapes.
I've always found that older guest enjoy
some Motown and disco, whereas
younger guests are quite often more
responsive to newer fancier tracks. That
being said, the way we buy music
nowadays has given people access to
music they wouldn't normally listen
to. During a recent wedding I performed
at I had pretty much all of the 200 guests
up and dancing, regardless of what I
played. I think people's taste is more
diverse now, so it often results in no two
nights being the same.

First dance: In recent years the most
popular first dances have been from the
likes of Ed Sheeran, Ellie Goulding, John
Legend and Adele. If couples ask me
what I think, I always say it should be a
song that means something to them, even
if it’s not a traditional first dance song.
Parents' dance: I Loved Her First
by Heartland
Filling the dance floor: Blame it on the
Boogie by The Jackson 5 or Uptown Funk
by Mark Ronson and Bruno Mars
Novelty dances: Candy by cameo
Slow dancing: I get a lot of request for
cover versions by the band Boyce Avenue
Closing the night on a high: popular
tracks to finish on are Never Forget, New
York New York, Bohemian Rhapsody or
Time of My Life, I always ask the bride
and groom how they want to end the
night, and at a recent reception topped
the night off with Gangsta’s Paradise by
Coolio at the request of the bride.

How do you tailor your playlist to keep
guests on their feet all night?
The bride and groom’s music selections
form the core of the playlist throughout

To discuss bookings with James,
call 01245 328 015, email james@
ultimateentertainment.org.uk or visit
ultimateentertainment.org.uk
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ESTABLISHED IN 2005 WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON PROVIDING CUSTOMERS WITH
THE BEST ENTERTAINMENT EXPERIENCE POSSIBLE. OUR AIM IS TO MAKE THE
BIGGEST DAY OF YOUR LIFE AN EVENT TO REMEMBER.

DJ MARK ANDREW

SPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGS,
ENGAGEMENTS AND PARTIES
CATERING FOR ALL YOU MUSIC NEEDS

YOUR WEDDING DAY IS THE MOST IMPORTANT DAY OF YOUR LIFE. THERE IS
NOTHING BETTER THAN CONFIRMING YOUR LOVE IN FRONT OF YOUR FRIENDS AND
FAMILY. THERE REALLY IS NO BETTER REASON TO HAVE A CELEBRATION. WE OFFER A
SPECIALIST SERVICE DESIGNED TO MAKE YOUR DAY AS MEMORABLE AS POSSIBLE.

WWW.DJMARKANDREW.CO.UK
TEL: 07725847125
/ 07749938651
Ultimate
Entertainment

E-MAIL: MARKRICKARDS1210@HOTMAIL.COM
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/DJ-MARK-ANDREW-212873615710644/

org.uk

37 East Bridge Road
10 % DISCOUNT
WHEN Woodham
USING PROMO CODE WEDDINGEVENT11
South
Ferrers
Essex
CM3 5SB
www.ultimateentertainment.org.uk
07828 827759
01245 328015

T: 01245 328015 M: 07828 827759
E: JAMES@ULTIMATEENTERTAINMENT.ORG.UK

Specialist Wedding DJ
FOLLOW US ON: FACEBOOK OR TWITTER

www.ultimateentertainment.org.uk

www.ultimateentertainment.org.uk
07828 827759
01245 328015
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Magical Photo Mirrors
Let the Magic Photo
Mirror entertain
you and your
guests to a unique
experience at your
special occasion.
Animations allow you
to enjoy a series of
interactive events that
conclude in a unique
selfie experience.
Portrait photos allow
full body images and instant prints are created.
Add that extra personal touch by signing the photo
with a special message or signature.
Animations and photo layouts are fully customised
to your requirements.

Let the Magic Photo Mirror whisk you and your
guests to a fantasy destination with a personalised
background or theme to your photos.
Special children`s animations are available as an
addition to your personal event programme.
If it`s the WOW factor
you`re after, then this is
it. It`s sure to leave you
and your guests stunned
and amazed.
The Magic Photo Mirror
looks spectacular and
unique. It occupies
less space than a
conventional photo
booth and can be
set up in 20 minutes.
Ongoing special promotions are available.
Mobile: 07415177071

Email: magicalphotomirrors@btinternet.com
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/Magical.photomirrors

www.magicalphotomirrors.co.uk
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Standard Photo Booth
Head and Shoulders

Award-winning unique full length photobooth to make
your day extra special.

• Unlimited double prints and full 1080p Video

Messaging for duration of hire
• Fully customisable prints matching themes, colour
scheme and fonts
• Fully hosted by trained Boutique Booths staff;
encouraging guests to capture those perfect and
beautiful moments from the evening
• Your own guest book signed by each of your guests
as a unique keepsake from your day
• Stunning full-length images within the small
footprint of a photo booth

BOUTIQUE Booths

Contact us today to find out how Boutique Booths can
be tailored to add a unique and unforgetable touch to
your special day.

Full length shots

Tell the full story of your day

07805 358582
info@boutiquebooths.co.uk
boutiquebooths

BOUTIQUEbooths.CO.UK
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Essex County Hog Roasts
www.essexcountyhogroasts.co.uk

We are a professional Hog Roasts Company
based in Essex

Chocolate ﬁlled luxury table favour gifts to
enhance your special day

Our aim is to provide you with an
affordable Hog Roast that will make your
event an enjoyable and memorable one.
We have a Bronze, Silver and Gold pricing range so there’s opportunity for every
budget, please check out the prices at our website or get in touch for more details
Contact us!
Mobile: 07795 275852 | Landline: 01787 478626
Email: enquiries@essexcountyhogroasts.co.uk

Tel: 0845 9000 543
www.thechocolatefavourbox.co.uk
info@thechocolatefavourbox.co.uk
TheChocolateFavourBox
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Catering
SET IN CONE

If you’re looking for an Italian ice
cream treat for your guests after the
ceremony, what could be better than
traditional gelato served by Mamma
Scoop from a delightful vintageinspired tricycle?
Mamma Scoop ensures all tastes and
sweet teeth are catered for, with a
fantastic selection of sorbets and more
than 20 delicious flavours of gelato,
including classic mint choc chip and
tutti frutti to modern-day favourites
such as Eton mess and cookies and
cream, all served up in traditional
waffle or crisp cones.
This family business hails from Sicily,
where gelato originates from centuries
ago, so it’s fitting that Mamma Scoop's
old-world charm evokes that feeling
of a bygone era and offers a taste that
has delighted ice cream lovers for
many generations.
To find out more about booking
Mamma Scoop for weddings,
call 07869 143 250 or email
mammascoops@gmail.com

Best dishes

The options for wedding-day dining are endless, from barbecues and bubbly to ice cream
cones and craft beer. Here’s our pick of the caterers going that extra mile for your guests

TOUR DE COURSES

HIT THE BAR

Bouquet Garni caterers are experienced in delivering a quality
service for weddings in Essex, Suffolk and throughout East
Anglia. Its personal service, passion for delivering creative
food and drive to go above and beyond makes the company
stand out from the rest, giving clients an array of tailored
catering options. Dining trends have seen Bouquet Garni’s
wedding clients focus on the drinks reception, with tasty
canapés and bubbles, before sitting down with their guests
and tucking in to the company’s delicious three-course
wedding breakfast. In the evening, the fun can continue when
if couples hire Bouquet Garni’s vintage Citroen H van to cook
and serve evening food, like barbecues and hog roasts.
To find out more about Bouquet Garni’s wedding catering
options, call 01206 393 244 email
mail@bouquetgarni.co.uk or visit bouquetgarni.co.uk

Duck & Pheasant’s mobile bar is a beautifully restored ricehorse box with a vintage touch. The company specialises
in real ale and craft beers from small producers, as well as
offering a wide selection of ciders, wines, spirits and traditional
soft drinks, perfect to cater for all of your big-day guests.
Building the horse box bar was a giant leap of faith but has
proved unbelievably popular. The mix of vintage styling,
attention to detail and traditional drinks served in a timehonoured way makes for a flexible, bespoke bar.
Find out more about Duck & Pheasant’s bar options, call
07811 860 593, email enquiries@duckandpheasant.com or
visit duckandpheasant.com
57
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Essex Wedding awards

Exciting News from the

Essex Wedding Awards

T

he Essex Wedding Awards are proud and excited to back again for 2016
and we have lots of news for the loved – up couples of Essex! Firstly, we
are once again delighted to announce that Greenwoods Hotel & Spa are
offering a fabulous prize to the winners of our competition to find Essex’ Most
Romantic Couple!
Two lucky winners will win a fabulous overnight luxury break courtesy of Greenwoods
Hotel & Spa , plus 2 tickets to attend the gala awards evening on Thursday 24th
November and all you have to do is send us your love story! To obtain your entry form
simply visit our website www.essexweddingawards.co.uk print off the romantic couple
entry form and send it to us along with your written love story, the most romantic
story will be judged as our winner and here is what the winning pair will receive at
Greenwoods Hotel & Spa.
“A heavenly overnight stay in one of their sumptuous rooms, complimentary use of all our
Spa facilities including the 20 metre lap indoor pool, Jacuzzi sauna, steam room and fully
equipped fitness centre and you will also each enjoy one their fabulous spa back massages.
Afterwards you can enjoy a fabulous 3 course meal in the wonderful Ellis ‘s restaurant and
then retire to your room where a bottle of chilled champagne will be awaiting you and, in
the morning before you depart, each enjoy one of their delicious breakfasts”
We are also proud and delighted to announce that the 2016 Essex Wedding Awards will
be staged at the fabulous Orsett Hall Hotel, where the very best among Essex wedding
professionals will be acknowledged for the excellent products and services they provide for
Essex couples.
We are proud to again be supported by key businesses within the wedding sector, including
The Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd, incorporating Absolute Bridal Magazine, Essex,
Southend and Thurrock CC registration services and we are sponsored by Greenwoods
Hotel & Spa, Kings Oak Hotel and Orsett Hall Hotel. For information about entering
our awards please contact a member of the EWA team today to find out more on 01622
474011 Good luck!

(Competition terms and conditions apply; please contact the Essex Wedding awards for a copy of
all exclusions).
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Now in their 5th Year!

The Essex Wedding Awards are back for 2016

Be part of our big day!
24th November 2016 | Orsett Hall Hotel
If you are a wedding professional offering an
excellent product or service to the couples of Essex,
gain the recognition you deserve and enter
The Essex Wedding Awards today!

Could you be Essex’s Most Romantic Couple?

Last year’s winners won a fantastic Spa Weekend at Greenwoods
Hotel & Spa, which included champagne and dinner for two and were
invited, as our guests, to attend the gala awards evening at Parklands,
Quendon Hall to receive their prize!
Sponsors

Host Sponsor

To download your entry form and ﬁnd out more
please visit www.essexweddingawards.co.uk
or speak to a member of the team on 01622 474011

For your chance to win all this, for 2016, download our
Romantic Couple entry form at www.essexweddingawards.co.uk
and start writing now!
Prize Sponsor

Media Partner
Publishers of

Very Simply, The Best
Supporters

Organised by

Find us on Facebook and Twitter
Image courtesy of eXpression Photography
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Catering
Catering
with Premier Crew

WORLD OF PURE IMAGINATION

Over the years Premier Crew Hospitality has managed and catered
hundreds of amazing weddings and has seen vast changes in the
way people celebrate their big day. Traditions and etiquette are
becoming more of a personal choice to follow and uphold rather
than something we must all do, and weddings are a great example
of this.
Happy couples have so many options available to them that many
are stepping away from tradition and choosing what they love to
eat and drink. Food and drink have become a lifestyle choice and
people are looking for top quality offerings and something original
to share with their nearest and dearest. Premier Crew Hospitality
focuses on seasonal and current foodie trends; gone are the curled
up sandwiches of yesteryear!
With a large percentage of couples having to pay for the majority
of their wedding themselves, an informal approach to the day is
becoming increasingly popular. So many wonderful options are
available; such as Brazilian barbecues – also known as churrascos,
hog roasts and afternoon teas taking over from the traditional
three-course menu. Buffet tables are out, and walk-around food
–for example, boutique fish and chip cones served to guests from
usherette trays – is in.
Bespoke pop-up stations in both food and drink have really taken
off and it’s easy to see why. Choose anything you want from sushi
stands, ploughman’s tables, grazing tables, tapas carts, giant
paellas, curry bars, self-serve slider stations, pies – both sweet and
savoury, pop-up popcorn, crepe stations, donut stands and ice
cream carts. Meanwhile, when it comes to a tipple, you can treat
your guests to mobile or pop-up bars serving Prosecco, Pimm’s,
ale, cider, and cocktails – or even a Champagne tricycle, a truly
imaginative way to dispense bubbly post-ceremony.
To find out more about booking Premier Crew Hospitality for
weddings, call 01371 875 892 or visit premcrew.co.uk
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Premier Crew Hospitality Ltd are more than just a caterer. We help our
customers plan and organise everything from booking entertainment,
photographers, cakes and other suppliers. Our experienced and friendly event
managers will guide you through the process from start to finish. The skilled
chefs, discreet front of house and experienced bar staff will look after every
detail on the day, so you can relax in the knowledge you are in safe hands.

01371 875892

01371 875892 / 01279 757512
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info@dukeskitchen.co.uk
www.dukeskitchen.co.uk

EVENT PLANNING AND COORDINATION

OUTDOOR CATERING EXPERIENCES

• HOG ROAST • SPIT ROASTS
• BARBECUE • PAELLA

EVENT MANAGEMENT • CATERING
• MOBILE BARS• WEDDING CONSULTANCY
• ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES • BESPOKE SERVICES

info@premcrew.co.uk
www.premcrew.co.uk

Love & Confection

FOunTains

Specialists in providing attention to detail
We personalise our items to suit your colour scheme and style

£275 including base hire
& favour boxes

£125 all day hire

Packages starting from
just £150

Book more than one item for a package discount!!
Other items include...  Wishing Well  Wishing Trees
 Macaron Wedding Favours  Rotating Carousel Candy Buffet

T: 07470697010
E: loveandconfectionfountains@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/loveandconfectionfountains
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Gerry rhodes
HCIMA MFPT

Professional ToasTMasTer
& MasTer of CereMonies

07939 286181
grrhodes@hotmail.com
www.federationtoastmaster.co.uk/grhodes.hmt
MeMber of The federaTion of
Professional ToasTMasTers

Your

Lady Toastmaster

Turning your day into a dream day
The most special of days belongs to you THE
HAPPY COUPLE
The
Wedding
Couple
“I will be there to make
“Isure
will be
there
to make
your
wedding
sure
your
wedding
dayasruns
day
runs
exactly
exactly
as you
to.
you want
it to.want
Callitme
Call
to discuss
nowme
to now
discuss
how
how
to make
I canI can
helphelp
to make
it
it special,
enjoyable
special,
enjoyable
and
and
memorable.”
memorable.”

MEMBER
OF
Member of
the
English
THE ENGLISH
Toastmasters
TOASTMASTERS
Association
ASSOCIATION

07764 897739

info@toastmasterdaviddicara.co.uk
david@toastmasterdaviddicara.co.uk
www.toastmasterdaviddicara.co.uk
www.toastmasterdaviddicara.co.uk
@toastmasterdave
Toastmaster David DiCara
David DiCara
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Krystyna Thompson
Treating you and your guests with the utmost respect ,
kindness and calm. Le aving nothing to chance
I will ensure your day runs as you wish
.

I will be there for you!

01268 554136
yourladytoastmaster@outlook.com

www.ladyweddingtoastmaster-essex.com
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ceremonies

Toastmasters

Master of

Two toastmasters talk to us about what it takes to be at the helm of a big day

GERRY
RHODES

Necessary
qualities…

A toastmaster must be
a natural organiser and
good at dealing with
people in situations
that aren’t always easy.
Emotions at weddings
become heightened;
it’s the job of the
toastmaster to be able
to cool a potential
situation with tact and
perhaps a little humour.
He must always be polite, and remember that he has been
hired to serve, not to be the star of the day, even though he has
control of the microphone and could easily take over!

Before the wedding…

On our initial meeting, usually at a wedding fair, the couple
and I discuss the general duties of a toastmaster and what the
couple are expecting of me. I ask them to send me a booking
form to confirm the booking, on which I ask for further details,
such as names of principals, approximate timings, and any
special requests. I visit the couple about a month before the
wedding and final details are decided upon. I make suggestions
about what may be appropriate to include, but ultimately it’s
up to the couple to decide how the day’s run – anything from
ultra-formal or do your own thing. After that meeting, I make
a timetable which I work to on the day, taking the pressure off
the couple to make any decisions. If the couple want further
meetings, I’m quite happy to oblige.

On the day…

On the day itself, I take over once the couple are married,
usually presenting them with a congratulatory drink, and see
them through the more formal parts of the proceedings – such
as photography, toasts and cake cutting – up until when I hand
over to the evening entertainment and the first dance. The main
reason why couples engage my services, apart from the je ne
c’est quoi provided by a chap in a red coat, is that they want
someone to take control during what can be a very stressful day.

A memorable moment…

I officiated at a wedding with 300 excited Italian guests.
The photographs couldn’t happen outside because of bad
weather, but the family wanted photos of all the guests in their
respective family groups. I was presented with four A4 pages of
required groups in Italian, three bridesmaids who had a working
knowledge of Italian, and a microphone. Between us we
managed to get all of the shots done in 20 minutes – the bride's
father was most impressed!

DAVID
DI CARA

Necessary
qualities…

A toastmaster needs to
have the relevant set
of tools: appearance,
voice, presence,
communication
skills and then the
knowledge of the
processes involved for
the type of wedding
on the day. I joined
and have been trained
within The English
Toastmasters Association. However, the most important
personal quality is without doubt – a great attitude. Training
and experience can be invaluable but it’s empathy and a good
attitude that distinguishes a truly excellent toastmaster from
the rest.

Before the wedding…

I always aim to meet with the couple at least once, and like to
be at their briefing meeting with their wedding co-ordinator at
the venue. Apart from that, I offer as much telephone, email or
Skype support as they’d like. It’s very important that they know
they can contact me with any questions or suggestions they
want to discuss. I also suggest that they pass on my contact
details to the speech makers in case they want to discuss their
speeches or any little surprises they have in mind!
I’ve found that the majority of couples don’t realise they have
a lot of choice in the way the day can run. One of the things I
enjoy most is seeing the look of joy when I ask them, “What
would you like to do?”

On the day…

Good communication with the wedding couple and their
guests is vital, as well as liaising with the venue staff. Once the
bride and groom know I’m there to take away all the logistical
concerns about what’s happening next and who should be
where and when, they can concentrate on relaxing and having
a wonderful time. I consider myself to part of the team that’s
in place to make the day a fabulous one, along with the
celebrant, photographer and entertainment. We all know the
planned running order and work together to make it happen,
dealing with whatever last-minute changes might occur.

A memorable moment…

On one occasion I was heckled at the wedding breakfast by
the groom’s eight-year old son! I had a quick word with his
dad, then quietly asked the boy if he would like to make an
announcement. After a little briefing, he performed superbly –
competition for me in a few years’ time!

For more information about booking Gerry Rhodes Toastmaster for your big day,
call 01502 219 934 or email him at grrhodes@hotmail.com
To find out about booking David Di Cara, call 07764 897 739 or email david@toastmasterdaviddicara.co.uk
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Keith Reading
David J Pearson

R

FGPT PROFESSIONAL TOASTMASTER AND MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Toastmaster and Master of Ceremonies

A Fellow of the Guild of
Professional Toastmasters
Expert planning advice and
guidance in the lead-up to your
big day
The extra “touch of class” and
style that will make the occasion
truly memorable.
Tel: 020 8863 7291
Mobile: 07738 991 685
Email: dpearson@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: http://dptoastmaster.sharepoint.com

Keith is a Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastamasters and has
officiated at over 500 weddings over the past 8 years, including civil
ceremonies, civil partnerships, gay weddings and all cultures.
As your professional Toastmaster Keith will ensure that your special
day runs smoothly and according to your requirements. He will liaise
with Photographers, Banqueting and catering staff and will always be
on hand to help and assist your guests leaving you free to relax and
enjoy the company of your friends or colleagues.
You can arrange a pre-wedding meeting with Keith at home, via Skype
or Facetime. For further details or a quotation, contact Keith:
07774 860374
keith@toastmasterdirect.co.uk
kreading@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk

TREVOR R SMITHF.G.P.T
PROFESSIONAL TOASTMASTER &
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Take the first step to ensuring your Wedding Day
is relaxed and carefree.
You are guaranteed a really super well managed Wedding Day event
whether you have a civil ceremony or church service.
Trevor can be in attendance throughout, up to and including the first dance.
You can contact Trevor for a “no obligation” discussion on just how much
more value he can add to one of the most important occasions of your life.
Trevor, who is a Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters, is available
for bookings throughout London and the Home Counties

T: Home: 01233 670048 Mobile: 07768 176551
Email: toastmaster@trevor-smith.com Website: www.trevor-smith.com
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Nuptu
Owls
Owl Ring Bearer
Book one of our graceful Barn Owl Ring Bearer’s to add a magical touch and
unique surprise twist to your special day. Our owls are highly trained and can
perform in most settings. Please call early to discuss your requirements and
book in order to reserve your preferred date. Prices start from £300.

Please call us on 07833450741
email: astridgarthurs@gmail.com

www.nuptuowls.co.uk

Walkies at Weddings
Walkies at Weddings is a bespoke wedding service which involves
your dog on the biggest day of your life....
Our packages:
GOLD
- Dog boarding night before wedding
- Bring your dog to the chosen venue
- Boarding wedding night
SILVER
- Dog boarding night before wedding
- Bring your dog to the chosen venue
- Doggy drop off in the evening
BRONZE
- Bring your dog to the venue on your big day

Contact us for more details

Sally Rosser

Mobile: 07811 244811 sally.rosser@btinternet.com www.walkiesatweddings.co.uk
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Hen & Stag

A send-off less

ordinary
Say goodbye to your single days in style with some of
Chillisauce’s original UK hen and stag options

LAKE DISTRICT

Known for its rugged fell, breath-taking
mountains and seemingly endless turquoise
lakes, Cumbria’s Lake District is one of the UK’s
most stunning holiday destinations. Whether
you’re an intrepid outdoor adventurer or partial
to a pint and bit of pampering, this outstanding
place of natural beauty has it all.

For stags… Tank driving

How could anyone turn down the chance to
drive a tank? With 15 tonnes of raw power
available in the form of a monster armoured
personnel carrier, the disused quarry on site
will be your playground. A high action event
that puts you at the controls of some seriously
amazing military hardware, you'll get the chance
to drive these vehicles through, round and over

EDINBURGH

It might be Scotland’s capital city but
Edinburgh is amazingly compact and
therefore a great destination for a stag
party on the weekend. From George
Street, home to Edinburgh's smartest
bars and clubs with crowds of sleek
locals or The Royal Mile; a haven for all
things tourist and tartan with its cobbled
streets and haunted tours, to Tollcross;
for those who like their pubs cheap and
their entertainment eclectic, there really is
something for everyone.

For stags… White water
rafting

Perthshire has access to some of the
finest white water rafting in the UK. Each
of the available routes is hand-picked
from a range of river sections to allow all
levels of rafting throughout the year. If you
126

a specially designed off-road course. You’ll also
have a great answer when someone asks you
what you got up to on the weekend.

For hens… Quad biking

While being pampered at your accommodation
is tempting and necessary, at some point it
would be worthwhile getting outdoors and
enjoying the scenery too. Powerful, easy to
handle and huge fun to ride, quad bikes are a
great way to sample the thrills of motorsport.
With expert instruction even complete novices
can quickly start blasting along like seasoned
professionals. This incredible track features
everything from flat, fast terrain, to rocky fells
with streams, boggy ground and angles up to
and beyond 45 degrees. A perfect option for
thrill-seeking hens.

want to experience white water rafting
in its true form – then this is the place to
do it. You and the crew will crash through
foam and swerve the currents of the River
Tay or River Tummel, depending on the
time of year.

For hens… Tiki bar
cocktail making

If you’ve done a classic cocktail making
class before how about giving it an
exotic twist and organising a Tiki Tails
masterclass instead? After learning a
little history of Tiki and Rum cocktails in a
centrally located Polynesian themed bar,
you’ll be able to taste a number of the
rum based cocktails before attempting to
craft your own. Of course to get you into
the spirit of things you'll also get a flower
garland and there will be a keepsake for
the winner.

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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BATH

Bath is a stunning city famous
for its Ancient Roman baths,
magnificent Georgian
buildings and historical
landmarks. But as well as its
cultural importance, Bath
remains a thoroughly modern
city boasting high-end
shops, cafes, bars, clubs and
restaurants. It’s the only place
in the UK where you
can bathe in thermal
water that comes
directly from natural
hot springs deep
beneath the city and
definitely worth a visit
if you’re in the area.

For Stags… Play with
a legend

Does the groom-to-be daydream about
playing a glorious one-two with his hero

CAMBRIDGE

There’s much more to this beautiful
city than scholars and reference
books. Expect charming cobbled
streets, boutique shopping, quaint
tea rooms, vibrant cocktail bars,
photo opportunities galore and
even city-dwelling cows. Even
with its academic prowess, history
and beautiful scenery, this is not a
destination to be underestimated
in the fun stakes.

For stags… Water
jetpacking

If you’ve tried paintballing and gokarting before, you could consider
the more unusual experience of
water jetpacks. This water jetpack
ride will see you meet up at the
docks, get your swimming gear on
and after a bit of instruction, you’ll
be strapped in for a ride you won't

Teddy Sheringham, before burying the ball
in the top corner or playing on the same
team as Matt le Tissier? Well now he can.
As if having a 60-90 minute kick-about with
your mates and childhood hero wasn’t sweet
enough, you can have a beer or few with
your legend afterwards. With more than
50 footballers to choose from, available at
numerous locations, this is something that
won’t be quickly forgotten.

For hens... West Country
Games

If you want something unusual that will have
everyone in stitches, then West Country
Games is the ideal activity. You and your
group will head over to the heart of the
countryside to engage in a series of It's a
Knockout style events, all with a west country
twist! Let your hosts take you around all the
activities, including the pitchfork dual, the
cider run and Vicky Pollard handbags as you
compete against other stag and hen groups
to be crowned the champions.

soon forget. The water jetpacks are
able to fly up to 15m high and can
reach 80km/h horizontally, if you’re
brave enough..

For hens… Punting

Combine a relaxing punting tour
along the Cambridge Backs, as
well as having a go yourself, where
you'll hopefully learn the art of
punting without falling overboard!
All the spacious 12-seater tour
punts are very comfortable
and offer stunning views for all
onboard. Why not opt to go
during sunset and drift along the
Cambridge backwaters, glass of
Champagne in hand, as Chinese
lanterns light your path through
the shimmering waters? You
could even complete a treasure
hunt while you explore and get to
know the area at the same time.

To find out more about Chillisauce’s hen
and stag destinations, visit chillisauce.co.uk
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Honeymoons

A blast from

the past
Enjoy an indulgent mini-moon in the luxury of historical
Carcassonne’s Hôtel de la Cité

CARCASSONNE
TO-DO LIST
 Wine tasting
 A cruise along the Canal
du Midi

 Historical city tours
 Michelin-star dining
at La Barbacane

L

ocated in the picturesque Languedoc
Roussillon region, Carcassonne is at
the crossroads of two major routes
used since Antiquity: the Atlantic seaboard
to the Mediterranean and the Massif
Central to Spain. Classified as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 1997, Carcassonne’s
53 watchtowers and two concentric city
walls make it a wholly unique architectural
complex – and a dream honeymoon
destination, offering both scenic romance
and historical intrigue.
At the heart of this medieval city – and its
heritage – is the stunning and intimate
Hôtel de la Cité. Built on the site of the
former Episcopal palace, this five-star
retreat is beside the Saint-Nazaire Basilica
and overlooks the lower town from the
ramparts, offering heart-stopping views of
the town.
The hotel was opened in 1906, and for
many years it was the only hotel inside the
ramparts. Today it has 60 rooms, including
21 suites and junior suites.
On arrival, each guest is welcomed at the
foot of the city and accompanied to the
hotel. Once over the drawbridge and across
the broad swathe of land between the
walls, they enter the city gates and discover
the fortress, arriving in the Place AugustePierre Pont, bordered by the Romanesque
facade of the Saint-Nazaire Basilica and

128

the Rue Saint Louis with its charming little
shops. The timeless charm of the hotel's
Neo-Gothic architecture takes hold from
the lobby of the hotel, with its impressive
sculpted wood fresco depicting the
influential figures that marked the history
of Carcassonne, such as Saint Dominic. The
great wooden staircase on the ground floor,
classified as an historic monument, adds to
the overall sense of grandeur.
Hotel guests can repair to the Salle
des Correspondances for relaxation
and refreshment in comfortable leather
armchairs, and peruse the books and
registers in the hotel's library. At the end
of the day, visitors can enjoy a selection
of local delicacies accompanied by a
Languedoc wine or tea with home-baked
cakes and pastries. Meanwhile, the
beautiful swimming pool nestles amidst the
lush greenery at the foot of the imposing
Saint-Nazaire Basilica, offering an idyllic
setting for summer afternoons of bathing
and basking for honeymooners.
Newlyweds seeking a once-in-a-lifetime
gastronomic experience should book a
table at the hotel’s La Barbacane restaurant,
which offers a huge selection of dishes
devised with culinary imagination and
know-how in the most charming and
elegant ambiance. Chef Jérôme Ryon
and Head Pastry cook Régis Chanel have

opted for a traditional cuisine revisited with
elegance and subtlety. La Barbacane was
awarded its first Michelin star in March 2002
and continues to offer the same high level
of excellence. Another dining hotspot in the
town include Le Jardin de l’Eveque, which
offers a menu which combines traditional
recipes with a touch of modernity.
The Hôtel de la Cité’s new spa, Cinq
Mondes offers pampering and massage
treatments in a private, serene environment.
Even the shower has three different water
settings. With a lounge area offering direct
access to the swimming pool, couples
can also enjoy the Turkish bath and
personalised essential oils Jacuzzi for two.
With captivating views, luxurious
surroundings, historical sites and romantic
activities, Carcassonne’s Hôtel de la Cité
is the perfect hideaway for newlyweds
wanting a cultural experience with a sense
of intimacy.

BOOKING IT

Flights to Carcassonne Airport are
available from Stansted. Double rooms are
available from €159 per night and suites
from €885 per night. For more details and
reservations, visit www.mgallery.com
or accorhotels.com
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Honeymoons

Paradise
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Virgin Gorda’s Oil Nut Bay resort combines modern
luxury with the island’s unspoilt landscapes for the
perfect Caribbean honeymoon destination

S
OIL NUT BAY
TO-DO LIST
 Rum tasting
 Sailing lessons
 Visit the National Park
 Rejuvenating yoga
 Hike to Devil’s Bay

ituated on the east end of
Virgin Gorda in the British Virgin
Islands, the exclusive island
resort of Oil Nut Bay is the perfect
honeymoon location. Accessible
only by boat or helicopter, couples
can experience the island's secluded
beauty, white sand beaches and
spectacular views across the
Caribbean Sea.
Guests can indulge in full-service spa
treatments or for the more active,
there is a range of activities on
offer including snorkelling, paddle
boarding, sailing, kayaking and
hiking. Oil Nut Bay also boasts a
world-class restaurant and complete
concierge service.
The stunning Cliff Penthouse
Suite, furnished by FENDI Casa
and complete with floor-to-ceiling
windows, wrap around terrace and
infinity pool overlooking the sea is
ideal for a truly romantic break –

which is why it proves so popular
with newlyweds!
The From Me to We honeymoon
packages offered by the resort
include bubbles on arrival, a
romantic beach dinner and a
couple’s massage.

Fancy Virgin
Gorda vows?

Boasting white sand beaches and
spectacular sea views, Oil Nut Bay
also offers a number of packages
for that special day, whether it’s an
intimate affair for two or a 150-guest
extravaganza. Exchange vows
overlooking the sea on the arrival
dock or go for a classic beach
wedding, before celebrating at one
of Oil Nut Bay's multiple reception
areas. From flowers to photography,
the team at Oil Nut Bay will organise
a wedding that’s truly personal to
each couple for a day to remember.

BOOKING IT

To get there, fly with British Airways from London Gatwick to Antigua, and take
internal flights with Liat to Beef Island before a boat transfer to the island. Package
prices start from £8,841 for a seven-night stay in the Cliff Penthouse Suite. For more
details and reservations, visit oilnutbay.com
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Host Your Party Events Ltd
Exciting Mobile Events With A VeeDub Twist
Based in Matching Green, Essex

Providing you with bespoke mobile event solutions for your wedding, party,
corporate event, festival and special occasions.



Bespoke Mobile Bar Services  VW Beetle & Camper Van PhotoBooth Hire
 VW Camper Van Cocktail Bar Hire  LED Poseur & Furniture Hire
 Fridge & Cooler Hire  DJ & Disco Services

No event is to big or too small, our fully trained bar tenders and event planners will look after you from start to ﬁnish.
Covering Hertfordshire, Essex, Cambridge, London & Surrounding Areas.
Unit 3a Kingston Farm Industrial Units, Downhall Rd, Matching Green, Harlow, Essex, CM17 0RB
Contact us today - Ofﬁce: 0800 0834 343 Mobile: 07584 078 941

info@hostyourparty.co.uk

www.hostyourparty.co.uk

Quote ABM
booking reference
to receive
10% discount!
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Transport

Wheel

love
Get to the church on time – and in style –
with a classic motor

Buttonholes
& Bouquets

Based in Kent, Buttonholes and Bouquets
Wedding Cars is a family business which
was started in January 2010, and has
amassed a fleet of spectacular vehicles
since then.
It all started with a dream many years
before when owners Clive and Vera fell
in love with a little 1923 Bullnose Morris
Tourer owned by a friend, which they
bought when it came up for sale.
A 1929 Morris Flatnose Saloon was

purchased a short while later, as it became
apparent that the company would need
a spare car from a similar era in case a
stand-in vehicle was required. It was then
decided that a more modern model was
needed to transport the bridesmaids
and pageboys on the wedding day; so
a 1998 maroon LWB Daimler which
matched the company’s vintage cars
perfectly was purchased.
As the year progressed, it became
apparent that traditional wedding cars
were needed to so a white Bentley Eight
– complete with a white leather interior –
joined Buttonholes & Bouquets’ vintage
line-up, swiftly followed by a 1999 LWB
white Jaguar.
A 2000 white S-Type Jaguar joined the
business’ team of white wedding vehicles.
Last year the company bought a 1928
Morris Flatnose Bedsit, an ivory 1933 Rolls

Royce Landaulette 20/25 and an ivory 1979
Rolls Royce Silver Shadow ll – a beautiful
wedding car that’s been fabulously
restored to concours condition. Together
the two Rolls Royces are ideal for that
extra special journey on the big day.
Buttonholes and Bouquets haven’t
forgotten the lads – it also has 1990 Audi
Quattro 20 valve Tornado Red car – like
the model used in the popular television
show, Ashes to Ashes – will give the best
man and ushers an unexpected treat.

For more information on bookings, call 01233 712 506, email
enquiries@buttonholesandbouquetsweddingcars.com or visit
buttonholesandbouquetsweddingcars.com

Nixon’s Wedding Car Hire

Nixon’s is a specialist wedding car company which covers
events in central and north Essex, providing vintage and classic
chauffeur-driven wedding cars in a traditional manner for both
classic weddings and elegant civil ceremonies.
Nixon’s has also had a 1936
vintage Rolls Royce in its
line-up for 20 years

The Nixon family has been in the chauffeuring
business since 1934, when Thomas Nixon chauffeured
a Rolls-Royce very similar to one used today

For more information on bookings, call 01376 583 373, or
email ian@nixons.uk.com or visit nixon.uk.com
132

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL

Transport.indd 132

17/03/2016 23:27

VINTAGE DREAMS
Essex & Suffolk Wedding Cars

Proms Weddings and Special Occasions
A Multi Award Winning Wedding Car Service

Tilly, Milly and Lilly can each carry up to seven people

Tilly

www.vintagedreams.co.uk
www.colchesterweddingcars.com
www.essexandsuffolkweddingcars.co.uk
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