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THE MANSION IS NESTLED IN 100 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL
LANDSCAPED GARDENS AND SURROUNDED BY THE
WORLD RENOWNED PORT LYMPNE WILD ANIMAL PARK.
IF YOU ARE SEEKING TO ADD A UNIQUE ELEMENT TO
YOUR SPECIAL DAY, WHY NOT INCLUDE A SAFARI?

Weddings

The Old Kent Barn

KENT’ S AWARD W INNI N G W E DDI N G V E NU E
The Old Kent Barn is one of the most beautiful and romantic wedding venues in Kent.
No expense was spared in its design and creation, from the beautiful gazebo where spring and summer
ceremonies are held, to the chandeliers, state of the art bar and starlight ceiling in their magnificent
new oak-framed barn, the setting for ceremonies and receptions all year round.
As well as a complimentary dressing room for the bridal party on the morning of their wedding,
all couples receive a complimentary night in the bridal suite of the original, magnificent 200 year-old barn.
The Old Kent Barn is a privately owned family business and you are guaranteed exclusive use
of the whole venue throughout your wedding day.

contact Claire Weedon or Emily Daly
The O l d K e n t B a r n
Smersole Farm . Swingfield . Kent CT15 7HF
tel: 01303 844270
email: events@theoldkentbarn.co.uk
web: www.theoldkentbarn.co.uk

shows

Image suppl

The BEST shows,
the BEST suppliers
& the BEST variety
We host over 60 Wedding Shows each year with more show dates to
be released. For further information please visit

www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

Spring & Summer Shows 2014
ALL SHOWS RUN FROM 11AM - 3.00 PM UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
KENT
St Augustine’s Priory
Sunday 27th April
Bilsington Priory Estate
Priory Road, Bilsington
Nr Ashford TN25 7AU
Oakwood House
Sunday 8th June
Oakwood Park,
Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AE
St Augustine’s Priory
Sunday 7th September
Bilsington Priory Estate
Priory Road, Bilsington,
Nr Ashford, Kent TN25 7AU
Tudor Park, A Marriott Hotel &
Country Club
Sunday 14th Sept
Ashford Road, Bearsted,
Kent, ME14 4NQ
Follow us on Twitter!
@TheMainEvent
4

Port Lympne Mansion & Gardens
Sunday 28th September
Port Lympne Wild Animal Park,
Lympne, Nr Hythe,
Kent CT21 4LR
Oakwood House
Sunday 12th October
Oakwood Park
Maidstone
Kent ME16 8AE
Holiday Inn Maidstone/Sevenoaks
Sunday 26th October
London Road,
Wrotham Heath
Sevenoaks, Kent

Like our Facebook page
www.facebook.com (Main Event Weddings Shows Ltd)
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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ESSEX
Mulberry House
Sunday 27th April
Chelmsford Rd,
High Ongar, CM5 9NL
Pontlands Park
Sunday 18th May
West Hanningfield Road,
Great Baddow
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8HR
Canons Brook Golf Club
Sunday 18th May
Elizabeth Way,
Harlow
CM19 5BE
Mulberry House
Sunday 15th June
Chelmsford Rd,
High Ongar
Essex CM5 9NL
Park Inn By Radisson Thurrock
Sunday 22nd June
High Road, North Stifford,
Nr Grays,
Essex RM16 5UE
Mulberry House
EVENING 23rd July 5.30pm – 9pm
Chelmsford Rd,
High Ongar,
Essex CM5 9NL
Mulberry House
EVENING 20th August 5.30pm – 9pm
Chelmsford Rd,
High Ongar,
Essex CM5 9NL
Crowne Plaza Colchester Five Lakes
Sunday 7th September
Colchester Road,
Tolleshunt Knights,
Essex CM9 8HX
Woolston Manor
Sunday 21st September
Abridge Road, Chigwell,
Essex IG7 6BX
Park Inn By Radisson Thurrock Sunday
21st September
High Road, North Stifford,
Nr Grays,
Essex RM16 5UE
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Colchester Town Hall
Sunday 21st September
High Street
Colchester
Essex CO1 1PJ
Waltham Abbey Marriott Hotel
Sunday 28th September
Old Shire Lane,
Waltham Abbey
Essex EN9 3LX
Gilwell Park
Sunday 5th October
Bury Road,
Chingford,
East London E4 7QW
Mulberry House
Sunday 5th October
Chelmsford Rd,
High Ongar, Essex
CM5 9NL
Pontlands Park
Sunday 5th October
West Hanningfield Road,
Great Baddow, Chelmsford
Essex CM2 8HR
Channels Golf Club
Sunday 12th October
Pratts Farm Lane East,
Little Waltham
Chelmsford,
Essex CM3 3PT
The Reid Rooms
Sunday 19th October
Marks Hall Lane,
Margaret Roding,
Nr Chelmsford, Essex CM6 1QT

If you are a supplier and are interested
in exhibiting please contact our office for
availability on 01245 895470.

For more information on these shows, please contact us:
T: 01245 895470 • E: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk • W: www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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Absolute Bridal is online. Please visit our website for up-to-date
information on upcoming shows at www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter!
@TheMainEvent
Like our Facebook page
www.facebook.com (Main Event Weddings Shows Ltd)
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

Create your own history...
Discover why the loveliest castle in the world is the perfect setting for your
dream wedding. Inclusive packages from £6,950 available now. For further
information or to book a show round, visit leedscastleweddings.com
Delicious

Flickr

Twitter

FacebookTwitter

MySpace Retweet

Retweet

01622 767877 | hospitality@leeds-castle.co.uk
Flickr

MySpace

StumbleUpon

Digg

Skype

Technorati

YouTube

LinkedIn

Photograph by ajwilliamsphotography.co.uk, BA (Hons) Photography
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Reddit

Digg
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COO - the award winning Hatton Garden
jeweller is now on your
doorstep!

From t
he Edit
or
news

April already! How did that happen?

The wedding show season is back with a vengeance and
it seems that 2013 is well and truly behind us. The number
of brides-to-be flocking through the doors at our wedding
shows held across Essex, Kent, Berkshire and Suffolk has
been amazing. Looking at the Facebook pages of wedding
suppliers and talking to wedding specialists and brides,
it seems that bookings are becoming harder to secure.
My advice to you is... if you know who you want to book
to help you with your wedding, BOOK NOW! Around the
corner we’re looking forward to Easter and Bank Holidays,
so it’s time to hit the phones today. (Thank goodness
women can multi-task!)
It’s only a personal view, but does anyone else think we
might be in for a better year? Retail sales are improving for
our favourite brands and the online explosion continues
to flourish. With a ‘minimum wage’ review in the autumn,
who knows, you may even be able to book some of those
magical finishing touches that you thought you couldn’t
afford after all? Fingers crossed.
I am besieged with editorial requests and promise to work
my way through them all to find you the very best in the
wonderful world of weddings.
Until next time, HAPPY PLANNING!
PS: Step away from the chocolate!

Sarah McLean
Amanda Prior
Tom Burrows
Jen Spellacy
Joy Hay

Same-sex weddings

Linda Grant

The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 became
effective in March 2014. This allows same sex couples
to marry in either a civil ceremony or within a religious
organisation that has “opted in” to conduct such
ceremonies and the minister of religion agrees. The Act
also enables civil partners to convert their partnership into
a marriage, if they wish, and enables married individuals
to change their legal gender without having to end their
marriage.
The first marriages for same sex couples not in an existing
legal relationship were able to take place on Saturday
29 March 2014 but did not apply to a couple who are
currently in a civil partnership.

Office Manager & Wedding Show Manager
Wedding Show Manager/ Administration
Advertising Sales Executive/ Wedding
Show Manager
Wedding Show sales
Credit control
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COO is a family run business and you’ll love the care
and attention that is paid to every detail. Whatever your
budget, whatever your style, talk to the experts at COO
and allow them to guide you through the process of finding
your perfect ring or piece of jewellery.

Visit the new store, 7a High Street, Chelmsford, Essex CM1
1BE or take a look at the website, www.coojewellers.com
for more details or telephone 020 7404 0757

Director - Absolute Bridal &
Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

ON THE COVER
Cover photo by Go West Photography
www.gowestphotography.co.uk

Already have your
engagement ring? Then take
advantage of 25% off a second
wedding ring when buying two rings together
(discount applies to the lower priced ring). To qualify for
these offers, quote the reference: SAPPHIRE.

Looking for something special for a loved one, or just a
treat for yourself? COO have a stunning range of fine
jewellery, from pendants and earrings to bracelets and
watches.

Meet t
he team!
Vanessa Challis

To celebrate the opening of
the new store, COO are giving
away free natural white sapphire
pendants. Beautifully set in 18
carat white gold, a pendant is
yours with the purchase of any
engagement ring over £750,
while stocks last!

COO specialise in shaped wedding bands that will sit
perfectly against any engagement ring. They take great
pride in precisely matching the shape, style and setting of
your existing jewellery to create a perfect set.

Mandy

Director - Absolute Bridal &
Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

Specialising in bespoke wedding,
engagement and eternity rings,
they bring the life of London’s
famous jewellery quarter to your
high street, with their flagship
store now open in the heart of
Chelmsford.
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Existing Approved Premises are now able to host marriages
of same sex couples as they are automatically approved.
Religious organisations will also be able to hold marriage
ceremonies for same sex couples if they specifically ‘optin’ to do so, with written authorisation from their governing
authority to allow for a place of worship to be registered for
same sex wedding.
Maria Miller, Equalities Minister said “Marriage is one of our
most important institutions, and from 29 March 2014 it will be
open to everyone, irrespective of whether they fall in love
with someone of the same sex or opposite sex.”
Changes apply to England and Wales

Grooms | Show dates | Venues | Real Weddings and much more!
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Award-winning professional make-up artist
creating beautiful wedding make-up

07799 374 265
info@weddingmakeupbynicola.co.uk

Wedding Makeup by Nicola –
Professional Makeup Artist

For further information and prices,
please visit my website:
www.weddingmakeupbynicola.co.uk

Buttonholes & Bouquets
Wedding Cars
Modern Classics and Traditional Wedding Transport
Our vintage cars are supplied with a classic car & are decorated
in silk ribbons and flowers with colours of your choice.
Our uniformed chauffeurs will support you
throughout your special day.

01233 712506 | 07742 118218 | 07850 753104

Email: enquiries@buttonholesandbouquetsweddingcars.com
www.buttonholesandbouquetsweddingcars.com
buttonholesandbouquetsKent
KentWeddingCars
Wilderness Farm, Stalisfield Church Road, Charing, Kent TN27 0HE

See performance footage, case study videos and discover more about
how The Jazz Cannons can help make your wedding truly unique at

www.JazzCannons.co.uk/blog/AbsoluteBM
Contact Brad on 020 8349 1933
or brad.lazarus@LM2.co.uk
(Mention Absolute Bridal Mag and we’ll send you your free wedding band booking guide)

Accidental

honeymoon

leads to

real wedding

proposal...

Rob Ward and Emily Sutherland met in their local village
pub in 2001 and Emily, already in a long-term relationship
remembers the very first time she saw Rob. “Sitting on
a bar stool, in walked Rob, 6’5” and VERY handsome!
He bought me a dark rum and coke and told me it was
a good choice.” Sharing mutual friends and mixing in
the same circles, they “got on really well and were just
friends.” Admiring each other from afar, when Emily
became single in 2006, it didn’t take too long for Rob to
ask her on a date and they never looked back!
Deciding to treat themselves to a holiday in Sardinia
before committing more money to their ongoing house
renovation, Emily “totally by accident”, booked a
honeymoon(!) and claims “I only realised when I got the
invoice confirming payment and it had ‘HONEYMOON
PACKAGE’ emblazoned all over it!”

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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Rob proposed on the second night of their holiday. Emily
recalls, “His proposal was so romantic. We had been for
a lovely dinner (mussels and chips!) and afterwards he
suggested a walk.” Chancing upon some rickety old steps
that led down to the seashore, and with no-one about, Rob
asked Emily to sit down then said “Em, I’ve got a question
to ask you…” (Leaning against Rob’s chest, Emily had
been wondering what was wrong because she could feel
his heart beating!) Out of his top pocket Rob produced
a gorgeous engagement ring. “It was the most amazing
moment and I can still remember how I felt- just so very,
very special.” Rob, knowing Emily’s passion for hearts had
made sure hearts featured three times in her engagement
ring, and he was right- she accepted! Emily reflects, “There
isn’t one day I don’t sit and twinkle it in the light!”
After having been treated like honeymooners, even though
they’d only been engaged for two weeks, the couple
returned home and the planning began in earnest.
Agreeing not to get “too carried away, stressed or lost in
wedding mania and most of all enjoy it”, Rob and Emily,
with their demanding work schedules and clearly defined
budget, gave themselves a year to plan for their special
day which would embrace the loose theme, “glam meets
country using romantic pinks and silvery greys.”
Chilham Village Hall was the obvious choice for their
venue as it fulfilled Emily’s wish to keep to tradition and
marry near her home in beautiful surroundings and their
shared wish to find a location where they could marry and
celebrate without any need to travel. Marrying at Chilham
also allowed the couple to use the fabulously talented
caterers, Cuisine Studio, who they’d chosen before Rob
proposed after having sampled their fabulous food at
friends’ weddings. “Their
food and service is like no
other”, says Emily. “They
go above and beyond to
find out every detail about
your wedding so it goes
like clockwork; absolute
professionals, amazing
food too!”

The detail...
Flowers Using beautiful
blooms supplied by Lesley’s
Florist, Emily, her Mum and
family and friends, used
jam jars collected over
many months as vases
which they then decorated
with ribbons to adorn the
stunning medieval hall.
Cake Emily and Rob chose
M&S Cheesecake as they
had the feeling this would
be really appreciated at
about 9pm and they were
quite right...served with a
glass of port of course.

a naturally lovely person and gave us huge confidence,
listening carefully to our requirements and suggesting
helpful ideas. Our engagement shoot put us at total ease.
We adored our engagement photos and couldn’t wait to
have her take our wedding day!”
Confetti Emily’s dear friend, Jane, spent weeks and weeks
collecting flower petals from her garden for the couple’s
confetti! It was such a thoughtful contribution and made
their ‘confetti shot’
extremely special!
Make-up Rarely
leaving the house
without a “full face
on”, Emily knew
she had to find
someone who could
prevent a potential
makeup meltdown
on the morning of
her wedding. “After
my trial run with Nic,
makeup wasn’t on my
list of worries! She is
amazing and so very
talented! I wish she
could do my makeup
every day!”
The Dress Emily
confesses “I went to
Abigail’s without the
intention of buying a
dress because a very
talented childhood
friend was going to make mine. I couldn’t
imagine myself in a wedding dress and
thought if my friend made it, it would be easier
and I could have anything I wanted. My friend
insisted that before we did anything I must try
some on, so we visited Abigail’s of Headcorn
because it was local. We chose five dresses
and my Mum
spotted another
one I’d missed.
The first one I put
on turned out
to be my Mum’s
choice and was
THE one! I just
knew and my
Mum said my
face coming out
of the changing
room said it all.

Entertainment Emily admits
“We are ‘big on music’ and
always wanted Jazz at our
wedding. The Jazz Cannons
were brilliant and there was
much fun on the dance
floor.”
Photography “We didn’t
know where to begin to find someone to capture the most
important day of our life!” Helen Batt’s obvious talent
caught Emily’s eye. “You can tell every shot is taken with
such thought and care to achieve amazing results. She is
12
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St Julians Club
St Julians Country Club is located in a beautiful manor
house which was built in the early 1800’s. Tucked
away behind Knole Park in Sevenoaks, the house sits
in acres of beautiful gardens and woodland, and has
outstanding views across the Medway Valley, creating an
exceptional backdrop.
Our extensive grounds, spectacular views and eclectic
mix of architecture give St Julians Club a delightful oldworld charm with a unique twist. Whether you’re enjoying
our warm cosy spaces in the winter, or champagne on our
terraces in warmer months, St Julians is an ideal location
for your wedding.
For dinner, we can seat up to 60 guests in the Lounge, or up
to 100 guests by using the adjoining Victorian Conservatory
with its extraordinary canopy of wisteria. French doors

open on to a private terrace for celebratory drinks and
canapés before your meal, for which we provide a bespoke
menu and accompanying pre-dinner drinks hand-picked by
our sommelier. An evening reception with a live band or DJ
adds the finishing touch to your day!
We understand that your wedding day is uniquely special
and we are proud to make it unforgettable for you and
your guests. Our wedding co-ordinators each have over
15 years’ experience; one will be with you every step of the
way and will be on hand to ensure that your day is flawless.

THE PERFECT VENUE
FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY

01732 458261 • INFO@STJULIANS.CO.UK

WWW.STJULIANS.CO.UK

real wedding
Emily chose not to have
lots of bridesmaids,
instead having a VIP in
the form of her sister. “She
told me she’d selected
a Ted Baker suit but we
hadn’t discussed colour or
style. It was such a lovely
surprise to discover the
night before that it was
the most perfect pink to tie
in with our colour scheme.
Neither of us could believe
it!”
Abigail’s is also very special because they make a £17
donation to Abigail’s Footsteps for every wedding dress
they sell, 17 being the number of babies who are stillborn
or die a neo-natal death in the UK every day. It was very
touching to be a part of that too.”

Surprises...
Emily admits “I love a bit of glam” and my very thoughtful
parents got us a red carpet, so I had a ‘Hollywood
Moment’ walking down the aisle. “We love, live and grew
up in the country but love to be glamorous too!”
Transport My Mum and Dad totally and utterly surprised
us (again) with two fabulous cars from Buttonholes &
Bouquets Wedding Cars. They led me to believe we would
be using our own cars and when I came out of the house
and was greeted by this amazing cream coloured Rolls
Royce with romantic, blush pink ribbons, it was the most
amazing surprise! My sister and Mum had a Bentley which
they loved too! Vera and Clive from Buttonholes were very
attentive with my dress as I got out of the car and made
me feel like a Princess.”
Speeches Emily’s Dad had told her that he didn’t really see
the need to stand up and do a great long speech. She
respected that. Little did she know that he had, in fact,
prepared an excellent, heart-warming and very funny
speech which everyone enjoyed and had people roaring
with laughter. The two best men also delivered highly
entertaining anecdotes too!

Venue Chilham Village Hall,
www.chilhamvillagehall.co.uk

Happy highlights...
Walking down the aisle
with her Dad made Emily
feel so proud and seeing
Rob at the other end in his
gorgeous suit surrounded
by family and friends was
the icing on the cake.
“I thought I was going to
be nervous but my nerves
just disappeared once I
was there. I had no plans
to, but once the Registrar
announced us husband
and wife, I punched
the air and Helen, our
photographer, amazingly
got the shot! It says it all –
we did it!!
Marrying Rob was, of course, the best bit. “He was Rob
from the pub who I admired from afar and I actually
married! Sounds a bit cliché and cheesy, but it really was a
dream come true!”
“I felt happiness on another level. My face ached the next
day from all the smiling and we were fortunate to have the
most amazing combination of suppliers. I think our wedding
recipe was a really good one and there’s nothing I would
have done differently. Not one thing. I really mean that.”

Emily and
Rob’s
FACT FILE
e

Catering Cuisine Studio, www.cuisinestudio.co.uk
Flowers Lesley’s Florist, Ashford, www.lesleysflorist.co.uk
Entertainment Jazz Cannons, www.jazzcannons.co.uk
Photographer Helen Batt Photography,
www.helenbattphotography.com
Makeup Wedding Makeup by Nicola,
www.weddingmakeupbynicola.co.uk
Wedding Dress Abigail’s, www.abigailbrides.co.uk
Transport Buttonholes & Bouquets Wedding Cars,
www.buttonholesandbouquetsweddingcars.com
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Making Dreams Come True...
The Mercure Tunbridge Wells is a charming Oast House licensed for civil ceremonies for a small and intimate
wedding or a large reception.
Set in the Weald of Kent, on the outskirts of Tunbridge Wells & village of Pembury, our flexible wedding
packages allow for your day to tailored to suit your needs.
To ensure your dreams become reality, we are dedicated to making your special day perfect and as individual as
you are.
Whether you are planning a Civil Ceremony, Traditional Church Service or Civil Partnership, we recognise that
every wedding is different. We are completely flexible and happy to discuss your specific requirements to ensure
that our beautiful hotel provides imagination, flair and the perfect setting.

Mercure Tunbridge Wells

8 Tonbridge Road, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 4QL

0844 815 9074 | www.mercuretunbridgewells.co.uk
Csales.mercuretunbridgewells@jupiterhotels.co.uk

Winters Barns

We all know that November, January and February are quiet

For an unforgettable country wedding

www.winters-barns.co.uk
Winters Barns is the perfect romantic setting for
anyone seeking exclusive use of a secluded wedding
venue.
The charming barns with vaulted, beamed ceilings
guests. The stunning grounds, are located in the heart
outside the
of the beautiful Kent countryside,
historic town of Canterbury.
With a dedicated team on site and partnerships with
some of the best caterers in the South East, Winters
Barns will provide you with the most attentive service
and care and a wedding day that is exceptional in
every aspect.
*

Exclusive Hire

* Licensed for Civil Ceremonies and
Partnerships
* Luxury Bridal Cottage and Bridal Salon
Outside Ceremonies and Partnerships in the
*
old Cart Barn
* Beautiful Gardens and Grounds
* Dedicated Venue Co-ordinator
Conveniently located close to Canterbury’s
*
hotels
Car Parking and excellent transport links to
* the rest of Kent and London
To arrange a visit, have an informal meeting to
brochure please contact us.
Winters Barns, Nackington Road, Canterbury,
Kent, CT4 7AY

01227 472581
events@winters-barns.co.uk

st
unning...

Simply

venue

all year round

Exclusively yours, Winters Barns, dating back to 1690, with
its charming vaulted ceilings, is located in the heart of the
beautiful Kent countryside, just outside the historic town
of Canterbury. The perfect spot for your unforgettable
country wedding, full of style for all seasons and romance
abound, you and your guests can enjoy the wedding of
your dreams in lavish opulence or understated elegance.
The choice is yours.

Venue hire includes exclusive use of the barns and
gardens, romantic hurricane lamps with candles, wireless
microphone for speeches and outside ceremonies, table
linen, plentiful free parking, an experienced, dedicated
venue coordinator, luxurious bridal salon to prepare
on the morning of your wedding and of course, the
spectacular bridal cottage for your first night together as
husband and wife.

Stunning grounds and glorious gardens offer magical
photographic opportunities, transporting you a million
miles from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. Perfect
for an intimate civil ceremony or more sumptuous
reception, the versatile function rooms within L-shaped
barns, can accommodate up to 150 guests for your
ceremony and up to 200 seated guests for your reception.

Six high quality caterers, offering a variety of fabulous
menu options, tailored to meet your budget and taste are
available and include hog roasts, hot and cold buffets
options. The fully stocked and serviced bar, together with
recommendations for additional help from florists, venue
stylists, photographers, transport and entertainment are all
at your fingertips.

The wedding ceremony room is located in the small part
of the L-shaped barn and after you have said your vows,
you and your guests can walk through to the reception
room without having to go outside, meaning that you can
enjoy your special day in one intimate location, whatever
the weather. Summer time also allows you to choose the
beautiful cart barn for the dreamy ceremony your heart
desires.

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

To make your day simply stunning, visit
www.winters-barns.co.uk or call Liz Kerr on: 01227
472581 or email: events@winters-barns.co.uk
They’ll even book the Registrar!
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Picture this...
This eye-catching East of India,
‘You Had me at Hello..’ framed
print makes a gorgeously
romantic present for that
someone special. Ideal to
hang on the wall in any room
in the house, it has a glassless,
distressed wooden frame and
measures (h) 33 x (w) 24.5 x (d)
2 cm. Priced at £16.99, from
www.mollieandfred.co.uk the
East of India gift and home
ware collection will be a
constant source of inspiration.

Floral trends...

Picture the typical English country garden wedding,
with these beautiful new decorative pieces from ‘The
Last Detail’. From pretty candle holders to display on
tables and steps, to rose bud hearts to hang from trees
and chairs through to bird, butterfly and heart picks to
decorate floral displays or your candy
bar. Butterfly picks (3) 99p, Heart
pick 99p, Hanging heart (small) 99p,
Vintage Floral Tealight Holder £1.99,
Vintage Rose Tealight Holder £1.99,
Vintage Lace Tealight Holder £1.75,
Assorted bird picks £1.99 (2)
www.thelastdetail.co.uk

Kisses galore...

Inspire romance in any room with these delightful dry
erase designs. These removable and repositionable
wall decals include bright red lipstick prints, phrases
like “love” and “muah,” and multiple pink and purple
dry erase surfaces. Write love notes or poetry on them
with the included dry erase marker, then wipe away
your messages and add new ones as you please. Every
element can be moved and reused multiple times, and
will never leave behind a sticky residue. A great gift idea
for couples! Contains
14 wall stickers on 2
sheets. Decals range
from 5cm x 4cm to
18cm x 35.5cm.
Dry Erase Kisses,
£13.99 – give any
room or space a
touch of love with
these irresistible
dry erase “kisses”
themed wall stickers
available at: www.
dottyfrogdecor.co.uk

Love you to The Moon...

This fantastic East of India ‘Love You to the Moon and
Back’ vanilla scented soy candle not only looks gorgeous
but it smells divine too! Just perfect for the fireplace,
window-sill or sideboard and makes a lovely gift idea for
that someone special. Vanilla scented
soy candle in a glass jar. Screw
Top lid with the “Love you to
the Moon and Back” printed
label. Total burn time - 25 hours.
Diameter 7 cm, Height 6.5cm.
Also available in 2 other
designs: ‘Always Wine O’Clock’
and ‘How Wonderful Life Is’.
Priced at £5.99 the candle is
available at
www.mollieandfred.co.uk
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The way to her heart...

Browse through some of the finest pieces featuring
tanzanite, emerald and a whole host of other goodies at
prices you’ll love, exclusively online from The Jewellery
Channel. Don’t miss the gorgeous diamond bangle
£149.99, diamond stud earrings £12.99 or heart ring £9.99
available from www.thejewellerychannel.tv

Nature’s Cherished Riches...
Be enticed by the new bath and body collection ‘Pear
and Pink Magnolia’ from Crabtree & Evelyn which
is infused with a fruity floral fragrance that perfectly
creates the aromatic impression of pear and magnolia.
Let the playfully elegant Spring scent of delicious fruits
and delicate flowers linger beautifully on your skin. The
addition of jasmine, apricot-scented osmanthus and
the violet tones of orris, harmonises precious notes and
brings to mind cherished riches of the natural world.
To create a revitalising daily sensual and soothing ritual,
scent, cleanse and smooth the skin with Pear and Pink
Magnolia bath and body products.
Available from 13th March 2014, your local stockists can
be found at: www.crabtree-evelyn.co.uk
0800 111 4406
Eau de Toilette, 30mL £20
Body Lotion, 250mL £16
Body Wash, 250mL £15
Body Soufflé, 250g £22
Soap, 100g £6
Hand Therapy, 25g £5
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emporium
You light up
my life...

Fluttering lashes...
‘Perfect Eyelashes’ premium strip lashes are handmade
using natural, ethically sourced human hair and delicately
crafted to create the perfect fluttery lash, in a range of
individual styles. Choose from Glam- a full but natural lash,
Intense –a natural lash which is longer towards the outer
corner of the eye to create a flirty look, Natural-a delicate
strip lash which simply adds a bit of volume to your own
lashes or Volume – the fullest most glamorous set, perfect
for a night out with
girlfriends. The lashes
are naturally weightless
and will sit neatly
on top of your own
lashes, are reusable
and long lasting.
Each pair of eyelashes
come encased in their
own flattering ‘You
Are Beautiful’ case,
to ensure they are
remain in the very best
condition. Perfect for
your wedding day as
they cut out the need
for mascara too! Celebrity fans include Lily Allen, Lucy
Watson, Pixie Geldof, and Gemma Collins. Lashes are
£25.00 each online at:
www.perfecteyelashesproducts.co.uk

Make your own rules...
Online personalised print boutique Pickle Pie creates
these uniquely individual House Rules prints to order.
Supplied ready framed and carefully packaged, they
make the perfect gift or a great keepsake for your own
family. Simply supply up to around 12 ‘house rules’ and
Pickle Pie will then carefully design your original keepsake.
Pickle Pie’s creators wanted a business with real heart
and soul which is why orders are taken personally and not
through a faceless ‘click to order’ system. Once an order
is processed a proof is sent by email and at this stage
you can tinker with the design until it is perfect before the
final print is prepared and despatched. For your bespoke
House Rules Personalised Framed Print from £13.99 in a
choice of frames visit www.picklepiecreations.co.uk

Smouldering with style these
sought after bracelets, necklaces
and earrings are timeless – combining
luxury materials: gold, silver, diamonds,
precious gem stones or coloured
stones, presented in a beautiful
matchbox! These symbolic
necklaces by Allumer, meaning “to
light up” in French, can be personally
chosen and are great little gift ideas for the
one you love or your bridal party. Prices
range from £20 to £300 depending
on the materials you select and
are available from:
www.allumer.co.uk

Sow the seeds
for a perfect
day...
Design your own
wedding stationery
printed on plantable
seed paper with
Wildflower Favours.
Wildflower Wedding
Favours produce
gorgeous and
unusual wildflower
seed-related
wedding stationery,
favours and produce lots of lovely recycled wedding
products. In addition to Wildflower’s own designs printed
on invitations and other
wedding stationery on
plantable and recycled
paper, couples can now
have their own designs
printed on these unusual
and pretty papers. (Just
email the text/PDF of your
design and unique, bespoke
stationery can be yours)
The range of plantable
seed papers that really do
grow into flowers have coloured papers with flower seeds,
paper that has petals and seeds, and paper with poppy
seeds. The recycled card range consists of two card types
- white with petals and rustic manila.
Invites come with recycled envelopes; matching ‘Save
the date’, ‘RSVP’ and menus to name but a few are also
available.
Plantable seed paper and recycled paper invites are so
pretty and eco-friendly, and are sure to be a hit with the
recipients! Plus, the flowers that grow from these papers
are not only good for the bees and butterflies but will also
be a growing reminder of your wedding!
Find out more at: www.wildflower-favours.co.uk
Plantable Seed Paper Wedding Invite with Pressed Flowers:
Pretty A5 seeded paper plantable wedding invite finished
off with real pressed flowers. Comes with a tree-free Lokta
paper envelope with petals in it. Text supplied by bride
and groom. Priced £2.65 each
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Elli Cawse Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions and events

Blushing Bride ♥ by HCT
Professional bridal hair & make-up

Qualified Florist providing Flowers for any occasion.
Specialising in Weddings & Events in Kent & South East London.

Please contact, we offer a free Consultation & Quotation Service.
onlinefloraldesigns@gmail.com • elli@sky.com
Please quote ABK3 for our Special Offers

07710 480068
www.ellicawse-floraldesigns.co.uk

10% discount valid on all bookings made
before 30th September 2014 Quote: 10D/20914

07958 626291
hctbeauty@yahoo.com | www.hctbeauty.com

Find us on facebook:, search Elli Cawse Floral Designs & like our page to see our latest designs
Scan Qr Code on your smartphone for more information

An extensive range of Bridal gowns and Maids outfits to choose from in spacious surroundings you can
move freely and see the full beauty of every gown.
Sample gowns in many sizes to try so don’t be afraid to visit if you are petite or of a fuller figure.
Also, for the groom, with suits from the award winning Cameron Ross

Designers such as:

Maggie Sottero
Essense
Stella York
Sottero & Midgley
Diane Harbridge
and for bridesmaids

Sorella Vita
Ebony Rose
Dessy

LE
SAMPLE SA
NOW
TERBURY
N
A
AT C
38-40 Gabriels Hill, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JJ | 01622 755090
18 Burgate, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2HG | 01227 456 424

www.weddingdresses.uk.com

Decadent opulence

bridal

The 2014 ‘Vintage Rose Collection’ from Suzanne
Neville, the largest selling, British made bridal designer
in the UK, features an array of styles adorned
with lace, feathers and jewels - just perfect for the
contemporary bride searching for the ‘wow’ factor...
‘Deco’ ~ vintage pearl satin with
sequinned tulle detail

‘Sunrose’ ~ ivory crepe with
a lace peplum bodice

‘Classique’ ~
ivory corded
lace with
fitted bodice,
A-line skirt
and matching
shrug

‘Ballet’ ~ soft
pink tulle with
a fitted bodice,
gathered skirt
and matching
shrug

‘Apolline’ ~ ivory lace with a
fitted bodice, three quarter
length sleeves and a column
skirt
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‘Belle Amour’ ~
printed organza with
a fitted bodice and
full skirt

‘Charmed’ ~ ivory satin
with a fitted bodice, fluid
skirt, sheer sleeves and
an optional belt with
appliquéd flower detail

‘Cherish’ ~ silk chiffon
with hand beaded tulle
straps and back and a
gathered skirt

‘Memoire’ ~ ivory crepe
with stretch tulle and hand
embroidered pearl detail

Stockists:

‘Cascade’
~ Catwalk
collection

THE BESPOKE WARDROBE, www.thebespokewardrobe.co.uk
96 High Street, Ingatestone, Essex CM4 OBA
T. 01277 355787 E. bespoke.wardrobe@btinternet.com
THE WEDDING SHOP, www.theweddingshop.co.uk
4 High Street, Colchester, Essex CO1 1DA
T. 01206 767359 E. info@theweddingshop.co.uk
THE BRIDE, www.the-bride.co.uk
18 George Street, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL3 4ES
T. 01727 848900 E. admin@the-bride.co.uk
THE PANTILES BRIDE, www.pantilesbride.com/pantilesbride
34 The Pantiles, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5TN
T. 01892 514 515 E. wed@pantilesbride.com
www.suzanneneville.com
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Alta Costura Bride
GREAT
RANGE OF
SIZES
8-36

MOST
GOWNS
UNDER
£690!

At Alta Costura Bride, we like to do things
a little differently. We offer you a fantastic
selection of exclusive designer gowns at a
fraction of the retail price. Many of the
gowns are also available to take away
today! You can shop with peace
of mind and confidence as our
gowns are sectioned into
price brackets, allowing
nothing to stop you from
falling head over heels!

Bridal

Bridesmaids

contact@altacostura.co.uk
www.altacostura.co.uk

Accessories

Our mission....

Shoes

“Together with our excellent, friendly service
we are sure you will not only find ‘The One’
but leave feeling a million dollars!”

Visit Us....

17 Gabriels Hill, Maidstone | ME15 6HR | 01622 688 838

You deserve a fabulous wedding,
we specialise in fabulous
Stockists of

•D’Zage • Verise Couture
• Phoenix Gowns • Amanda Wyatt
• Diane Harbridge
We also offer a wedding planning
and consultation service
www.weddingdresskent.com
01303 250179
5 Rendezvous Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1EY
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competition

Getting married in 2015?

a bespoke 3 tier wedding cake worth up to £500!
The Little Sugar Box specialises in creating
beautiful bespoke wedding cakes with a
truly personal approach and is delighted
to offer you the chance to win your dream
3 tier bespoke wedding cake worth up to
£500, for your 2015 wedding.
Your prize cake will be designed especially
for you and will complement the colours and
styles you have chosen for your Big Day. With
a choice of four mouth-watering flavours,
lemon, orange, classic vanilla or chocolate
and the option of choosing a different flavour
for each tier, there is something for everyone.
Your cake will be baked using only the freshest,
high quality ingredients to ensure that each
cake is full of flavour. Everything is freshly baked
the week of the wedding and tastes delightful!
Alison Newman, owner and designer of The Little
Sugar Box is a creative, passionate perfectionist
who loves nothing more than sharing the
excitement of your wedding to understand
exactly what you want. Her talent and patience
are reflected in her designs which can be seen in her
beautiful, professional studio based in Ashford, Kent,
which oozes calm and bursts with creativity. She will
help you achieve the cake of your dreams. She loves
all things ‘wedding’ and says“Feel free to bring along
anything that inspires you with regards to your big day,
such as a swatch from your dress, colour samples or
pictures of your flowers. These will be a huge help in
creating a cake that fits in perfectly with your theme.”
Your consultation will not be rushed and Alison will take
the time to find your perfect style. “Your cake should
be a beautiful centrepiece to ‘wow’ your guests and
complement your big day. “
To view Alison’s work visit: www.thelittlesugarbox.com
or call 07795 554 273
How to enter
Simply post/email your full name, address, daytime How

To be in with a chance to win your dream wedding
cake in 2015, simply follow the ‘How to Enter’ guide.
to enter: Simply post/e-mail your full name, address,
daytime telephone number along with your email
address, telling us why you think you should win
this prize. The competition is open from 1st March
2014 until 30th June 2014. Please send your entries
to: Absolute Bridal Magazine, 3 Old Park Farm
Business Centre, Ford End, Chelmsford CM3 1LN or
email admin@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk The
winner will be, in the presence of an independent
observer, drawn on 3rd July 2014 and informed by
telephone or email.

*Terms and conditions apply: There will be no cash alternative available and the prize cannot be used in conjunction with
any other promotion or special offer. The prize is for a 3-tier wedding cake with flavours as stated and cannot be used
against cupcakes or cookies. Must be redeemed between 1st January and 31st December 2015, subject to date availability.
Free delivery and set up on the day is available within a 25 mile radius of Ashford, Kent. Any additional delivery and setup fees will be agreed at the time of consultation and determined by the distance travelled and time required for set up.
Alternatively, collection is welcome, for which full instructions will be provided on how to transport it safely and assemble
correctly at your venue.
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Tel. 07875 000 032 Email. fleur@fleurchallisphotography.co.uk www.fleurchallisphotography.co.uk

all inclusive

Wedding Reception
£2999
Book your Wedding reception for only £2999 .
The package includes the following for up to 50 guests:
Bucks Fizz or Orange Juice on arrival
Three course wedding breakfast with coffee
2 Glasses of House Wine per person
A Glass of Sparkling Wine for the toast
Room Hire from 7am to Midnight
Printed Place Cards, Menus, Table Names & Seating Plan on white card
White Chair Covers

Day into Evening Reception

£3990 for 50 guests
All of the above plus:
Evening finger Buffet
DJ & Dance floor
Available 7 days of the week, excluding Bank Holidays. Valid on receptions held until
the 30th April 2014 & 1st Oct 2014 to end of March 2015, subject to availability.
Chart Hills Golf Club, Weeks Lane, Biddenden, Kent TN27 8JX
www.charthills.co.uk events@charthills.co.uk 01580 292222

transport
A princess should always make a spectacular entrance
and every bride dreams of a fairy-tale wedding. Nothing
embraces romance more than a horse drawn carriage to
ensure you arrive in stylish elegance.
Drayhorse Shires, based in Ashford, Kent, are the southeast’s premier horse and carriage company. Covering all
areas of Kent, Essex, Hertfordshire, London and Surrey, their
elegant horse-drawn carriages with a choice of stunning
Shire or elegant Gelderlanders will take your breath away.
Traditional white and burgundy carriages together with
a stunning ‘Cinderella’ fully illuminated pumpkin carriage
and a 14-seater high seat brake for bridesmaids and
special guests means there’s something for everyone.
These stunning carriages can be fully enclosed for chilly
winter weddings or those beautiful summer days and
come dressed with ribbons, flowers and ostrich plumes to
match your wedding colours with two liveried coachmen

to set the scene. (You can even match the coachman’s
tie to your theme!) Your coachman will ensure that the
horses, carriages and accompanying staff are dressed to
class winning standards and act in a professional manner
befitting the occasion. (You might also want to consider
black horses, as their colour will enhance your dress!)
Offering a professional, tailored service with more than
40 years combined experience to ensure you have a
successful day in the style that will make you and your
guests proud, Drayhorse Shires own all the horses and
carriages too. Unsurprisingly, Drayhorse Shires have been
featured in many popular TV shows including ‘This Morning’
and ‘The Wedding House’ and recently their horses and
coachmen featured in the opening ceremony of the
Olympics.
To receive your own Olympic welcome, please visit:
www.drayhorseshires.co.uk or to make an appointment,
please call 01233 740160

Comfortable
If you’re searching for traditional vintage cars to add an air
of nostalgia and memories of bygone days to your magical
day, AJM Vintage Cars, a family run business based in
Sevenoaks can lead you to the car of your dreams.
For more than thirty years, AJM has been offering a
service and car that will make your day special and truly
unique. Reliable, experienced and professional, they only
operate one hire per day with no hidden charges for their
immaculate, chauffeur driven cars.
Imagine arriving in style in a 1934 Rover Tourer finished in
Old English white and black with leather upholstery and
fully equipped with hood and side screens which starred in
the BBC series “No Bananas” with Stephanie Beecham and
Dorian Healey and beautifully complements the 1935 Rover
Saloon also finished in Old English white and black with
leather upholstery and appeared in the ITV series
“Coming Home.”
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The 1929 Austin Windsor Saloon finished in ivory and black
with leather upholstery or the 1931 Austin Burnham saloon
finished in blue and black with leather upholstery offer
alternative choices.
Don’t forget to check out AJM’s extended vehicle register
too. You’ll be truly spoilt for choice.
To find out more, visit: www.ajmvintagecars.co.uk or call
them on: 01732 763320 to arrange a viewing.
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Winner 2013

Contact Alison directly on
07795 554 273
alison@thelittlesugarbox.com
or to see our designs visit
www.thelittlesugarbox.com

On your special day you deserve the best, Quirky Wedding Cars offer that
special WOW Factor with a unique range of 15 cars to choose from including
Morris Minors, Rolls Royces and Wedding Buses we are sure that we have
the right car to complement your wedding.
See our full range on our website www.quirkyweddingcars.co.uk
Email: contact@quirkyweddingcars.co.uk Tel: 07932 970154

At The Expeditional we specialise in vintage London bus hire
for your special day. Our beautifully restored buses add a touch
of magic to your day. Spend more time together and travel
with ease. Each Routemaster can carry 72 passengers.
We serve North West Kent and the London area.
Visit our website for a personalised quote.

www.theexpeditional.com

Telephone: 0203 289 2697

transport

Conducting a

journey...
For a really stylish wedding why not travel in style and give
your guests a day to remember?
Transporting your family and friends from the church or
register office to your wedding venue is so much simpler
if they all arrive together. No one gets lost and no one
has to be the designated driver. Your guests can leave
their cars at home and make the most of the day whilst
you relax safe in the knowledge that everyone is carefully
transported to and from your venue. Guests getting lost,
being late and holding up proceedings on your special
day can be a non-event if you choose to hire a bus on your
wedding day too.

‘The Expeditional’, an independent, local business based
in South Woodford, believe in providing the best customer
service and experience on your special day. Pro-actively
maintaining their stylish fleet of vintage red London
‘Routemaster’ buses to the highest mechanical standards,
and with fully trained crews, your guests will arrive in a
celebratory mood.
As Director Barry Hails notes “ It’s more than just getting
from ‘A’ to’ B’; it’s about the experience and nostalgia
that comes with the beautifully restored and kept iconic
‘Routemaster’ buses which allow you to rediscover the
romance of travel.”
Wedding bus hires come fully crewed
with an experienced driver and a
conductor on the platform, a ribbon
to the front of the bus, a choice of
blinds which read “Getting Married”
or “Just Married” and the extra option
of personalised blinds making your
experience exceptional with magical
photographic memories.

If you want to get ‘On the Buses’ with Uncle Stan,
Auntie Olive and best friend Jack, explore the
possibilities and let your adventure begin, visit:
www.theexpeditional.com or call them on 0203
289 2697 (Monday to Friday 10am until 5.30pm) or
email to: contact@theexpeditional.com
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venue

Capt
ivat
ing

castle...

Lympne Castle is a beautiful 13th century grade 1 listed
building, set high on a hill with commanding views
overlooking the Romney Marshes, Hythe and the English
Channel. This outstanding Castle, formerly the home of
the Archdeacon of Canterbury, provides the perfect
picturesque setting for the wedding of your dreams.

To unlock the key to your heart’s desire, contact the sales
team on 01303 261666 or visit www.lympnecastle.co.uk
Lympne Castle, Lympne, Hythe, Kent CT21 4LQ

The enchanting historic architecture weaves its
magic and you’ll be entwined in the fairy-tale as you
approach the castle via the huge stone North Gate
and alight in the courtyard. Your wedding party (up
to 85 guests) will pass through into the West Drawing
Room with its huge bay window, wood panelling and
stone fireplace and be charmed by the serenity and
beauty of their surroundings as they witness you taking
your vows. Alternatively, you may choose to marry in
The Great Hall with its part-panelled walls, wooden
roof beams, Gothic arched windows and doors and
Tudor fireplace, which has a maximum capacity of 120
guests.
You could even choose to have your wedding blessed
after your civil ceremony in St. Stephen’s Church which
is next door to the castle.
With exclusive use of the castle and grounds, full
catering and staffing at your disposal,
you will be able to host your
wedding breakfast in style.
You and your guests will be
able to stay overnight within
the castle grounds in
beautifully refurbished
holiday cottage
accommodation too.
From time to time, Lympne
Castle offer 40-50% discounts
against their standard prices
for either LATE bookings
(made within 6 months of
date of wedding) or EARLY
bookings (made 12-18
months before the date
of wedding), subject to date
availability.
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LYMPNE CASTLE
The castle has an authenticity and ambience
that rarely fails to charm
Whether you enjoy the view from the terrace on
a summer’s afternoon or toast by one of the open fires
on a chilly evening - Lympne Castle is the perfect place to
welcome and impress.

MICHAEL’S
PHOTOS
All day coverage of your
wedding photography
All your wedding photos on a
high resolution copyright-free disc
from only £395

Arguably the venue with the best view in Kent
Lympne Castle
The Street, Lympne
Kent CT21 4LQ

01303 261666

info@lympnecastle.co.uk
www.lympnecastle.co.uk

Storybook albums

Beautiful, relaxed and spontaneous wedding
photography.

from 12”x 8” to 16”x 12”
includes copyright-free disc
from only £695

Fully edited videos from only
Phone Michael

£795

L.M.P.A. L.S.W.P.P.

020 8550 4909
07956 242622

www.michaelsphotos.co.uk

email: michaels.photos@ntlworld.com

Quote MP 1 and get a 20”x16” canvas
FREE with your wedding album

Phone for a home visit to
see sample albums

A picturesque setting in the heart of the Darenth Valley
Your wedding dreams made a reality with our friendly and hospitable service

• Private air conditioned function suite
with dance floor, bar and cloakroom
facilities
• Seating up to 140 guests
• Wide choice of menu selections and
an extensive wine list
• Personal and friendly service
• Dedicated experienced
wedding co-ordinators
• Beautiful golf course with scenic views
over the North Downs
• Local accommodation available

Station Road, Shoreham, Nr Sevenoaks, Kent
Telephone: 01959 522944
www.dvgc.co.uk

fairy-t
ale...

‘Fairway’ to your

Set in gently undulating and picturesque countryside in
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty lies the family run
Darenth Valley Golf Course in Sevenoaks, set amongst the
beautiful 18 hole, par 72, parkland course, founded in 1973
by Michael Cross.
Licensed to host civil ceremonies and wedding receptions,
the Darenth Valley’s well- appointed function suite boasts
spectacular views over the North Downs. Catering for up
to 100 guests for your ceremony and wedding breakfast
and up to 200 guests for your evening reception, the suite
includes the use of a private entrance and cloakrooms,
private area of the car park, a dance floor and a fully
licensed bar. Suitable for all party sizes, the air conditioned
suite can also be divided into three private rooms to meet
your individual needs. Available for your wedding from
8am to 6pm, 7 days a week, you’re bound to find a date
that matches your timings to a tee.

venue

Professional event organisers and dedicated function staff
will be available to offer advice and information about
all aspects of your special day and show you the pictureperfect places for your photographs too.

A range of wedding packages are available to suit
your needs and prices begin at £59.00 per person
and include reception drinks of Bucks Fizz or orange
juice on arrival, three-course menu from the main
selection, house wine with meal and sparkling
wine for the toast. The popular Platinum Package
includes a champagne reception with canapés,
four course menu accompanied by your choice
of wines with the meal, champagne toast and still/
sparkling water. An evening buffet will be provided
for those attending during the day and any
additional guests will be charged at the usual rate.
This package also includes chair covers and sashes
(more than fifty colours to choose from.) Prices for
the Platinum Package begin at £75.00 per person.
Packages for children are available on request to
mirror the adult menu, or as an alternative menu.
Head Chef, Karl and his professional banqueting
team are more than happy to accommodate
bespoke menus on request and pride themselves on
preparing local produce to the highest standards to
create a feast as individual as you are. The perfect
round off to your magical day.

Lizzie, Debbie and the team look forward to welcoming
you and your friends to Darenth Valley Golf Course.
Please telephone 01959 522944 or visit www.dvgc.co.uk
Darenth Valley Golf Course, Station Rd, Shoreham,
Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 7SA
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© Paul Meyer Photography

treasure...

Continents, culture and collectibles collide in a unique
combination to give you the wedding of your dreams.

© Laura Dodsworth Photography

The village of Chiddingstone, near Sevenoaks is unique
in that, with the exception of the church and castle, it
is entirely owned by the National Trust. Set in 35 acres
of impressive woodland, lake and formal gardens, this
beautiful castle, dating back to the mid 1500’s, is home
to an unrivalled collection of Egyptian, Japanese,
Buddhist and Jacobean art and antiquities featuring
the renowned collections of Denys Eyre Bower.

© Emily Butters Photography

Let Victorian Gothic architecture
be the perfect setting; whether
you marry in one of the castle’s
three licensed ceremony
locations which are available,
together with the grounds, on
a completely exclusive basis,
or nearby parish church of St
Mary’s, you will enjoy memories
to treasure.
During summer months, a
ceremony on the South Lawn in
the grade II* listed Orangery,
featuring white roses and an
award-winning contemporary

glazed roof, followed by drinks on the formal
raised lawn, before coming inside to the Great
Hall and drawing room for the reception is a
popular choice.

During winter months, the ceremony moves to
the majestic Great Hall, a grand, formal room of
Tudor heritage reflected in its oak panelling. Sign
the register at a 17th Century oak refectory table
beneath the stained glass window and then enjoy
drinks and canapés in the White Rose Drawing `
Room, a light and elegant room with breath-taking views
of the Weald and walls hung with paintings of Stuart
monarchs.

© Emily Butters Photography

The castle’s flexibility can accommodate smaller parties (50
to 80) for a wedding breakfast in the Great Hall, followed
by an evening reception of up to 120. The optional
marquee in the grounds allows couples the freedom to
invite up to 120 guests for the full day from ceremony
through to evening reception.
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Allow the castle’s dedicated team of wedding
professionals the chance to turn your day into an art form.
Their flexibility and attention to detail ensures that every
wedding is unique. Feel calm and relaxed as they work with
your florist, photographer and stylist together with their own
onsite caterers to build a menu to match your budget, with
no corkage charges, and create a day just for you.
Visit www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk or call 01892 870347
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Coltsford Mill offers the best of a classic country barn
wedding with an elegant, contemporary finish.
The unique Mill room is a fantastic intimate setting for
civil ceremonies, this hidden gem is set in a secluded location
within the valley of the river Eden.
Coltsford Mill offer the highest standard in bespoke weddings
in this unique, historic waterside venue.
Late availability bookings being taken now for 2103 & 2014.
Tel: 01883 716354
Email: events@coltsfordmill-weddings.co.uk
Coltsford Mill, Hurst Green, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG

Contact: 07767 334084
www.thesoulmonkeys.com
www.facebook.com/thesoulmonkeys

Restored in 1906 this distinguished medieval priory is steeped in
history and set in 7 acres of mature beautiful gardens makes it...

An Idyllic Location for your Perfect Day
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Stunning and Stylish venue
In house catering | No corkage
Wonderful photographic opportunities
Incredible atmosphere

All Exclusively Yours for the Day

St Augustines Priory, Bilsington Priory Estate, Priory Road, Bilsington, Nr. Ashford, Kent TN25 7AU

01233 720992 | www.bilsingtonpriory.co.uk

real wedding

Creative

Crafty D.I.Y, some careful planning and loads of
preparation led to a spectacular day out for all the
family, full of fun, games and magical memories
following Steve Croucher’s wobbly and sweaty
proposal to Zoë Lake!
A camping tour of the south coast in Zoë’s
“ridiculously small 2 seater car” for her 30th
birthday took Zoë and Steve off to Cornwall.
Heavy rain showers and glorious sunny spells
teased the couple all the way and as they arrived
at the beach, the clouds parted, the sun shone
and the temperature soared. Zoë recalls asking
Steve “Don’t you want to take your coat off? It’s
gorgeous now.” To which Steve replied “‘Nope! I’m
still not quite warm enough”, as surf dudes stripped
to the waist and girls in bikinis passed them by.
Zoë’s only thought... ‘Weirdo!’ Moments later, all
became clear when Steve wobbled on one knee
in the sand dunes and proposed with a ring from
his coat pocket. Her positive response was met
with popping the cork of the “cheeky bottle of
bubbly we had on hand for my birthday” and left
the couple with “aching, smiling faces for the rest
of the day.”

Absolute Bridal magazine
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Making it together...

Back home, the creative duo knuckled down to fashion
the day of their dreams. Knowing they wanted a classy
DIY wedding, they booked the Sole Street Treehouse in
Faversham, an old country house full of hidden quirks
and quiet charm, standing at the heart of its own small
estate followed by a reception at the 15th century,
timber framed Chilham Village Hall, Canterbury.
With their ambitious vision and budget agreed, the
couple quickly enlisted the help of family and friends,
and even succumbed to the odd ‘incentive’ in the
form of dinner and drinks in return for an evening’s
productive crafting. Zoë reflects: “It really is possible
to have the wedding of your dreams on a budget as
it’s all in the detail. You just need to be prepared to
beg, borrow and steal and use a little elbow grease.
Most importantly, have fun whilst you’re planning. The
build-up was just as much fun as the day itself and filled
us with magical memories to look back on and was
definitely a year we will never forget.”

Setting the scene...

Zoë and Steve both knew that a DIY wedding was
not for the faint hearted, and starting early, they “cut,
stuck, sewed, cemented, sawed, glued, stamped and
moulded for a whole year. It was ridiculous, but totally
worth it.”
Jobs for the boys included mixing concrete, pouring
it into coffee pots with hooked bamboo canes which
decorated the paths to display handmade bunting.
(Zoë made more
than 150m for the two
venues!) Old tin cans
filled with ivy and

Fine fayre...

Mixed bowls of tapas, traditional bangers and mash
followed by lemon sorbet provided by Orchids Catering
proved a very popular choice for their wedding
reception. The impressive cake table, generously

provided by local
family bakers
who knew that “cake was their thing”, looked like a
professional patisserie and was a great hit. A “little
tipple” was also important, so the couple set up two
bars – one for Pimms and real ale and another for wine
with handmade pub style chalkboard signs inscribed
with booze menus. Legendary sausage rolls, courtesy
of Steve’s Mum at the reception and an ice cream
trike from Becca Green were delicious and perfect for
such a hot day. Homemade Bellinis with fruit juice and
sparkling wine were the perfect accompaniment.
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hung on
Shepherd
crooks
created
an aisle.
Blankets
collected
from charity
shops were
used for guests to sit on and Zoë made heart shaped
cushions from old pillowcases with the words ‘love’
and ‘honour’ stitched on with black wool together with
swinging hearts ,made from an old PVC tablecloth and
fishing wire. She also made “signs inscribed with goofy
words of love and comedy messages to make loved
ones chuckle”, ‘YAY’ flags for everyone to wave as
they were pronounced husband and wife and stitched
fabric booklet covers giving guests the highlights of the
day and a silly quiz.”
At the Hall, bunting, fairy lights and hula hoops dressed
with ivy and red tissue paper flowers hung from the
rafters. Her Dad made some letter marquee lights (now
their bedside lights as they’re “lush”), upcycled frames
to display some of their favourite photos to create
railway station adverts placed at the sides of the hall
together with floor and table lamps from home to
create romantic lighting. Homemade crate tables to
display the lamps were stencilled with some of their
favourite things including ‘Cadburys’ and ‘Hornby’!
They also created a photo wall of themselves as
children and as a couple and framed silly poems they
had written about each other.
Each table had potted flowers displaying hessian table
numbers (made from old bags) and the industrious
aunts filled old jam jars “antiqued up” with spray paint
Absolute Bridal magazine

www.theorangerymaidstone.com

Wedding

Open Day
Sunday 5th October 2014

10am to 4pm

A fantastic opportunity to
view the Orangery, Garden
Room and magniﬁcent grounds.
Also to meet some our
recommended suppliers.

For more information or to arrange a
viewing, please contact us on:
01622 919 919
or email
events@theorangerymaidstone.com

The Orangery Maidstone Ltd
Turkey Court, Turkey Mill
Ashford Road, Maidstone,
Kent ME14 5PP

together with hand printed, personalised “goody
bags” filled with gifts made by the couple as they
“wanted guests to be able to take something home
that summed us up, so we made engraved ceramic
hearts, re-covered playing cards, bookmarks featuring
pictures from their favourite places, ‘Train spotter’
badges, hand stamped packets of seeds and threw
in a few sweeties too.” The bags looked amazing on
the tables and “helped make it look so special when
you first walked in.” Zoë’s Dad made an old fashioned
sweet cart and a red and white striped photo booth
complete with silly hats and printed speech bubbles.
Outside, pop-up gazebos housed
the fete games that the couple
had built from scratch, including
a Coconut Shy (windbreak poles
and half a tennis ball), Splat the

Rat (bit of gutter, old shelf and Ikea
rats), Fireman Sling (Steve made a bit
of plywood look like the inside of a
steam engine which you had to throw
coal at, made from old black socks
and rice) and Catch the Duckling (a
paddling pool, hooks on plastic ducks
and fishing rods from canes, corks and
hooks). Making hand painted signs for each game; Zoë
even converted an old shelf to a long ‘AMUSEMENTS’
sign which now has pride of place in their lounge.
Benches served as reception seating along with
hand crafted bean bag squares; pots planted with
red roses and ivy added another splash of colour. “A
friend made Quoits for the lawn games and another
cut a secret heart out of a railway book to beautifully
store our rings. We were so lucky that so many people
wanted to get involved.”

The BIG day... Saturday, July 13th 2013

“The morning was CRAZY. We had forty minutes to get
the treehouse venue decorated which left just forty
minutes to get ready - makeup, hair, dress on, bucks
fizz down, jump on bus. We did it though!” recalls Zoë.
Highlights included Zoë’s earlier request for fabric
squares from all their guests (on homemade stationery,
of course), transformed into a stunning quilt which hid
Zoë as her husband-to-be boarded the bus below. True
to tradition, Zoë wore old earrings, a new Etsy bangle,
blue brooch from the Best Man and a borrowed pocket
watch, worn by her mother and grandmother on their
wedding days.
Memorable moments included
the couple’s first dance which
allowed them to sneak their
shared passion for rock and saw
their sedate start of gentle twirls
turn to “anything goes” when
the drums kicked in...”crazyas-you-like” dancing which

bewildered a few of the elders!” Watching
their friends cram into the photo booth, seeing their
younger guests transform ‘Catch the Duckling’ into
a swimming pool and the televised screening of the
Australian Best Man’s speech were happy highlights.
Zoë enjoyed negotiating fallen branches down the
aisle in 3 inch wedges and, “standing next to my
funny old goof of a husband in the treehouse with the
majestic leaves dappling the sunlight onto our smiling
faces. That was a pretty awesome moment.”

Back home...

The couple’s final thought...”arriving home and realising
you don’t have to hurriedly make dinner so that you
can crack on with sewing more beanZoë and
bags is such a wonderful feeling!”

Steve’s
FACT FILE
e

Venue Sole Street Treehouse, Faversham,
www.solestreethouse.co.uk and
the Medieval Hall within Chilham Village Hall,
Canterbury, www.chilhamvillagehall.co.uk
Food Sharon Prior for Orchids Catering,
sharon@priororchids.fsnet.co.uk
Transport Routemaster Travel South,
www.routemastertravelsouth.co.uk
Photographer Tim Stubbings, timstubbingsphotography.
com
Ice cream trike Becca Green, lotsoflollyuk@gmail.com
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CAKES GALORE

“whatever the size, whatever the shape, we will make you,
the most beautiful cake”

Chair cover and table decor hire for every occasion

Aﬀordable bespoke designs
Vintage – Contemporary
Cupcakes – Fairy Castles
Deliciously homemade

Over 25 years experience
Cakes for all occasions
Delivery and free stand hire
Friendly personal service
Telephone: 01797 322300 Email: penny.roger@btinternet.com
www.weddingcakesashford.co.uk or www.cakesgalore.co.uk

Kent Based u Chair Cover and Sashes
Table Decor u Candelabras u Birdcages
u Manzanita Wishing Trees

u
u

Free of charge no obligation consultation

We are here to help make your occasion as special and unique as you are!
Call us on 07856 705405 or
email info@flairforchairs.co.uk
www.flairforchairs.co.uk

The

Ration Book
Bride

We Make Your Wedding Beautiful, Stylish and Affordable.
Special Package Discounts

Vintage crockery hire
in Kent and
The Home Counties

aw_emily postcard A6.indd 1

03/06/2013 10:15

Vintage crockery hire

for all occasions, working
Ration book

/ budget.

Contact Emily Gerrish:

therationbook bride@gmail. com

or call:

aw_emily postcard A6.indd 2

07747 762348

We also sell

Vintage

Pieces!

For more information
please visit

www.facebook. com/TheRation Book Bride

03/06/2013 10:15

Beautiful, Affordable Fresh & Silk Flowers
Arrangements & Bouquets
Wonderful Table Centrepieces
Imaginative, Elegant Decorations for tables,
Walls and Ceilings. Chaircovers.
Drapes, Swagging & Top Table Backdrops
Inspiring Balloon Displays
Single Supplier For All Your Requirements
Friendly, Reliable Service, Competitive Prices

“Let them eat
Supposedly spoken by
“a great princess” who
would only have been
satisfied with the most
exquisite cake, truly
home made from only
the finest ingredients, she
would have given the
Royal seal of approval to
Cakes Galore!
Established in 1986,
Cakes Galore, a reputed
cake maker based in
Kent, owned by Penny
Roger, aims to bake you
the most beautiful cake, whatever the size, whatever the
shape. With more than 25 years’ experience, this small, family
run business based in Lydd creates bespoke works of art that
will ‘WOW’ your guests and won’t break the bank!

”

catering

All prices are very competitive and inclusive of delivery and
set-up at your reception with no hidden extras.
Their friendly and professional service is recommended by
many local venues including Eastwell Manor, Lympne Castle,
Boys Hall and of course, by hundreds of happy brides. For
mouth-watering cakes fit for a princess,
visit: www.cakesgalore.co.uk or to arrange a visit to The
Display Room at Cakes Galore, please ring Penny for an
appointment on 01797 322 300

Any cake you choose from their collection can be adapted
to suit your theme. If you dream of a Magical Fairy Castle
Wedding cake, a uniquely designed cake, simply elegant,
contemporary and stylish, a wacky fun cake, vintage,
cupcakes or even a scrumptious chocolate Malteser cake,
let Cakes Galore show you how!
When it comes to choosing the decorations, the possibilities
are endless. Delicate handcrafted sugar flowers and
decorations, fresh or silk flowers, the choice is yours. Stands
and supporting pillars in every shape and size together with
wedding knives are all available for free hire too!
Cakes can be in a rich, well matured fruit cake, vanilla,
lemon, coffee or chocolate cake, all with delicious fillings - or
maybe even a tier of each. They taste as good as they look.

values, contemporary
By definition, ‘vintage’
denotes something from
the past which was the
best of its kind, with high
quality and fashion style
that was at the height pf
popularity in a bygone era.
Classic crockery can help

you evoke the memories of
yesteryear, be it Victorian, Art
Deco or the swinging fifties.
Not ‘mass-market’ or just rigidly
stuck in a limited catalogue
of designs, vintage style
represents these iconic pieces
which were (and still are), treasured possessions.

Working to a flat rate within your ration book budget, Emily
also makes bespoke, three-tier cake stands priced from
£8-£18 and can include colour scheme and specific pattern
detailing.
The Ration Book Bride also has a whole range of vintage finds
to buy, which would make the perfect wedding day gift.
Practical yet statement pieces for your home and vintage
ware finds will be lovingly wrapped in era evoking vintage
detail. Look out for their afternoon tea event package too!
To get a sense of Emily’s passion for all things vintage and
rustle up your wedding day trousseau, visit her Facebook
page today www.facebook.com/TheRationBookBride, or
call Emily on: 07747 762348,
email: therationbookbride@gmail.com

Emily Gerrish, owner of ‘The Ration Book Bride’ has
a passion for vintage and her lovingly hand- picked
collection, gathered over the past 15 years, allows her
to offer you the attention to detail that your specific
vintage-style wedding demands. Country cottage
vintage, Art Deco, floral, specific colour ways, specific make
or era can all be hired at affordable ‘Ration Book’ prices too.
Beautiful vintage pieces from Victorian tea cups to 1960’s cake
stands are ready and waiting to dress your perfect day. She’ll
also help you style your day with vintage tablecloths and her
own brand of wonderfully nostalgic vintage sparkle too!

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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venue

affair

An elegant

Capt
ivat
ing

castle...

to remember...

Style, gracious living and vintage nostalgia awaits
you at the grade II listed property ‘The Grand’, which
stands proudly on the traditional marine promenade
of Folkestone. Lights twinkling through stylish scalloped
windows will catch your attention as you step back in
time to the romantic history of a bygone age.
With fabulous views across the world famous Folkestone
Leas to the busy
shipping lanes of the
ever changing English
Channel, the French
coast is clearly visible
on fine days. The Grand
has an impressive
suite of elegant
rooms, creating an
unforgettable romantic
setting for photographs,
making it a truly
memorable location
you and your guests will
cherish forever.

An extensive set of rooms to hold your
reception and wedding breakfast
are all available to meet your
specific needs. This beautiful and
historic apartment hotel can also
accommodate you and your guests
overnight (or a little longer) in a range
of fully equipped apartments to suit all
budgets.

Experienced staff will
be only too pleased
to guide you through
planning your special day, so that you can enjoy your
celebrations your way, from start to finish.
Two graceful ceremony rooms glitter and gleam in
readiness for your special day. With its roaring open
fire, the ‘Drawing Room’, an elegant cream painted
room with high ceilings, old rose coloured wallpaper
in the panels and two antique Venetian cut glass
chandeliers is located adjacent to the Palm Court,
The Leas and the sea. The large and spacious ‘Green
Room’, tastefully decorated in a tranquil green
hue, overlooks the manicured gardens and offers
spectacular sea views.
To make your wedding day sparkle, visit:
www.grand-uk.com, telephone: 01303 222 222
or email weddings@grand-uk.com
The Grand, The Leas, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2XL
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The Grand is a uniquely magniﬁcent building
set in an outstanding location with stunning
sea views and beautifully elegant rooms.

The Leas, Folkestone
Kent CT20 2XL
Tel 01303 222 222
www.grand-uk.com

Every wedding is unique and special to us and our
experienced Wedding Consultant is on hand with discreet
advice and guidance. The Grand has been praised for its
exemplary service and attention to detail, which will ensure
you have a wonderful experience to treasure forever.
For an informal appointment call our Wedding Consultant
now on 01303 222 222 or email weddings@grand-uk.com

venue

New boutique hotel

opening June...

Port Lympne Mansion Hotel
Port Lympne Mansion Hotel and Gardens, located in the
unique and beautiful setting of Port Lympne Wild Animal
Park which is home to many rare and endangered species,
is dedicated to delivering the most romantic and special
weddings in Kent.
With the option to book the grade II listed Mansion
exclusively; wedding parties can enjoy an incredibly private
and stunning setting. The venue offers three stylish rooms,
as well as the Southern Terrace, for wedding ceremonies
and four rooms for the wedding breakfast and evening
reception. 2013 saw the unveiling of a romantic outdoor
space where couples can marry on the Western Terrace
overlooking the famous Lime Tree Avenue. In addition,
the Aspinall Suite has a large capacity and is available
for evening receptions and entertainment – providing the
perfect space to party late into the night! This flexibility
makes Port Lympne an ideal wedding venue in Kent for
both large and small weddings.
This year you can add to the splendour of your wedding at
Port Lympne Mansion, as they open their doors as a brand
new boutique hotel in June 2014. The six newly renovated
bedrooms capture a unique fusion of original Edwardian
features and the latest contemporary luxuries, each with its
own individual style and charm. With six new en-suite guest
rooms on the first floor, your wedding party will be able
to enjoy the luxury and convenience of getting married,
partying and staying all under roof!
Unwind with unrivalled views across the Romney Marsh and
out to the English Channel and wake up to the incredible
sounds of exotic wildlife. Once a private home that
entertained prestigious guests such as Sir Winston Churchill,
Lawrence of Arabia, Prince Edward and Mrs Simpson, the
living quarters of this elegant Edwardian Mansion are being
transformed into six lavish bedrooms and suites equipped
with luxurious detailing and stylish furnishings.
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You and your guests can choose from the following suites:

The Rex Whistler Room
Central to the Mansion, the Rex Whistler Room is located
above the entrance with charming views across our unique
‘hippo’ water feature. The room has a beautiful blue and
yellow colour scheme, with original built-in wardrobes and
en-suite bathroom; providing a comfortable and tranquil
retreat. The room also features a king-size sleigh bed, two
relaxing chairs, an occasional table and television.

The Chaplin Bridal Suite
Indulge in a stay in this romantic bridal suite, with a private
sitting room, original luxurious marble bathroom and
king-size bed. With a colour scheme to complement the
indulgent bathroom and views of the sunrise, couples will
adore this beautiful suite on the night of their wedding.
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A Unique &
Historic Venue

Order our NEW brochure today
T: 01622 870801
E: weddings@thehopfarm.co.uk
The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood, Kent
www.thehopfarmvenue.co.uk

Hop Farm Weddings Ad 2014.indd 1

20/03/2014 18:30

Your dream day...our beautiful flowers

stem by stem

...love flowers

8 -10 Church Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SE
01303 252 626 www.stembystemflowers.co.uk

A wedding’s a truly happy
occasion. We think paying the bill
should be too. Wedding packages
from £999.
£999 Package includes Civil Ceremony Room
Hire, Buffet for 80 guests, Disco and bedroom
with breakfast for Bride and Groom.
** Special Offer** by saving 20% on all our
Wedding Packages for all Friday/Sundays on
2014/2015 and Saturdays in January-April 2015.

STAY
DEVOTED.

Holiday Inn Maidstone-Sevenoaks
To book call 0871 942 9054 option 2
or visit www.himaidstonehotel.co.uk

Wedding Fayre
Sunday 26th
October 2014
Terms and conditions apply, new bookings
only. ©2013 IHG. All rights reserved. Most
hotels are independently owned and
operated. STAY YOU® is a registered
trademark of Six Continents Hotels, Inc.

Wild for Flowers
YOUR WEDDING IS GOING TO BE FABULOUS
AND YOUR FLOWERS HAVE TO BE TOO....

Folkestone Shop 1b Town Walk, Cheriton Place, Folkestone, CT20 2AD
Opening Hours - Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm

Tel: 01303 226 600
www.wildforﬂowers.com

venue

The Sir Herbert Baker Room
This beautiful twin bedroom boasts views across the South
Terrace and the Romney Marsh out to the English Channel.
You can relax and unwind with your own en-suite bathroom
and two single sleigh beds. Features include an original
1920’s ceiling in the lavishly styled room.

The Sir Winston Churchill Room
With a colour scheme inspired by the vibrancy of the
southern terrace during the hot summer months, this
bedroom enjoys beautiful views across the South Terrace
and grand pond with a high cascading foundation. Enjoy
the added luxury of a kingsize bed and walk in en-suite
bathroom.

The Sir Philip Sassoon Bridal Suite
The most luxurious of the bridal suites enjoys stunning views
of the famous Lime Tree Avenue, Trojan Steps and West
Terrace all year round. Indulge in beautiful sunsets and the
comfort of a four poster bed, with a private bathroom and
your very own dressing room.

For bookings, more information or to download the
wedding brochure please visit
www.aspinallfoundation.org/weddings or
ring one of the dedicated wedding coordinators
on 01303 234111

The TE Lawrence Room
Located on the west side of the Mansion, this room offers a
king size bed and enjoys the last of the evening sun. With a
colour scheme inspired by the marble bathroom and the
evening autumnal light, the room overlooks the famous
Lime Tree Avenue, Trojan Steps and West Terrace. No matter
what the weather or time of the year the view from this
room is fabulous.
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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• Natural, contemporary and traditional photography
• Bespoke packages starting from £450 which all include CD
• Italian digital storybook albums & matching parent’s albums
• Online gallery for guests to view anywhere in the world
• Relaxed and unobtrusive style capturing every special moment

Beautiful, natural, stylish
wedding photography
01227 832348 / 07753 741268
e: ch@catherinehillphotography.co.uk
w: www.catherinehillphotography.co.uk

St Augustine’
s
Westgate-on-Sea

Call Carolyn on 01622 859455/0771 954 5295
E: Carolyn@gowestphotography.co.uk W: www.gowestphotography.co.uk

St Augustine’s stands apart from the everyday world - a place of timeless
warmth, elegance, and gracious living, set in historic surroundings. This
beautiful Grade II listed building with its own Chapel, enclosed cloisters,
exquisite marriage and function rooms stand proudly within delightful,
landscaped gardens. At St Augustine’s we believe that every wedding is different
and offer a wide range of choices to make your wedding unique and bespoke.
To discuss your individual requirements please call us today
125 Canterbury Road, WESTGATE-ON-SEA, Kent CT8 8NL

t: 0800 389 4001 | www.staugustineskent.com
e: celebrate@staugustines.uk.com

*subject to scheme rules

To celebrate our 10th year in business, we are offering
a 30% discount on all weddings that take place in 2014*

photography

moments
captured to

Your relationship with your photographer is very important
as you deal with them, both during the run up, and after
your wedding. You must feel comfortable and relaxed in
their company as they will be with you throughout your
special day creating special memories to last forever.
Go West Photography based in their Maidstone studio,
photograph your wedding with two photographers working
as a team to provide a mix of contemporary, reportage,
fun and traditional styles capturing the story of your day
and, as importantly, listening to the way you would like
to see your magical moments portrayed. Their passion,
enthusiasm and ‘eye for a great photograph’ have
helped make them one of the most popular wedding
photographers in Kent who regularly provide stunning
photography.

Tony West, with a lifetime’s experience in making weddings
memorable and fun with his relaxed, unobtrusive style
has been regularly called upon to teach his craft to other
photographers in Kent. Carolyn West provides backup and
support, looking after the administrative side of the business,
as well as adding flourishing finishing touches in her role as
Artistic Director.
Together, Carolyn and Tony pride themselves on providing
a professional and personal service. They know their
job is to make your wedding extra special and totally
unforgettable. Sometimes meeting their clients several
times before photographing an event, they work hard
to understand your wishes and make sure they become
treasured moments that will last a lifetime. Inspired creativity
and direction has resulted in this talented duo regularly
attending popular Kent wedding venues including
Oakwood House, Turkey Mill, Chilston Park, Russell Hotel,
Cooling Castle, Hilton Hotel, The Mercure and Leeds Castle
to name but a few.
Their wedding photography packages are flexible and can
be tailored to suit your day and start from £450 with some
packages including an option to include a professional
videographer. Bespoke packages can also be created
to suit your personal budget and taste. Offering a wide
selection ranging from traditional to the latest stunning
digital albums, Go West Photography also have a range
of photo-books and mini albums so you can share those
precious memories with your family and friends.
To find out more or to arrange your meeting, please visit:
www.gowestphotography.co.uk, telephone: 01622 859455/
0771 954 5295 or email to: carolyn@gowestphotography.co.uk

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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The Kent Wedding Awards
are back for 2014!

New
Ca

tegories
for 2014!

Save the Date
13th November 2014

|

The Mercure Maidstone, Great Danes Hotel

If you are a wedding professional or a
couple planning your BIG day in Kent,
be part of our BIG day – and you could
be a winner!

Sponsor

Specialist Bridal
Jewellery Sponsor

Couples – check out our website for a free to
enter competition to win a spa break weekend
for two.
Download your entry form today!
For more information contact the KWA team
on 0797 475 2767

Marketing Partners

Media Partner

Prize Sponsor
Published by

The Mercure Maidstone,
Great Danes Hotel

Supporters

www.kentweddingawards.co.uk

Organised by

Find us on Facebook and Twitter

321SayCheese Photo booths are the leading Photo booth hire
company based in Kent. We cover Kent, Essex, London and Surrey.
If you are looking to hire a photo booth for your wedding, party or corporate event,
look no further. Our photo booths will be the highlight of any party, creating lasting
mementos of the event for your guests to keep.

We Offer A Bespoke Service Taylored To You!
••• Friendly, helpful Booth attendant throughout •••
••• 3 hours hire (additional hours available, please contact us for a quotation) •••
••• Unlimited instant photos with free name or company personalisation on printouts. •••
••• Green screen option (hundreds of backgrounds available) •••
••• Photobook containing all your images •••
••• Prop Box with lots of amusing dress options •••
••• Video message options •••
••• Facebook Upload option •••
••• Many other add-ons available enquire for more details! •••

Call today 0800 043 1552 or 0779 611 4019
Visit www.321saycheese.co.uk

White Rose

Luxury & Vintage Car Hire
We specialise in catering for any occasion.
We pride ourselves on offering a professional, efﬁcient &
friendly service with both male & female chauffeurs.

Our current cars include:
1932 Rolls Royce 20/25 • 1936 Packard 120 Sedan • 1936 Austin 10 Rolls
Royce Silver Shadow Convertible • Bentley S3 • Bentley Turbo ‘R’ American
Stretch Limousine • Mercedes S500 • Dodge Ram Pick-up
Bentley Turbo ‘R’ Red Label

T. 01634 409949 M. 07989 168996 / 07799 530729
E. info@whiterose-carhire.co.uk

www.whiterose-carhire.co.uk

Oakwood House

for weddings as individual as you

Wed

exquisite menus and lavish accommodation. Oakwood House is simply the perfect venue for your wedding.
•

A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to

•

Ceremony and reception suites are available for both

•

40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available

help you plan your dream day
•

Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning

•

Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic
opportunities

intimate and large parties of up to 300 guests
for you and your guests
•

Wedding
Fayre
Sunday 8 June
&
Sun 12 October
11 am til 3.00pm

Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone Kent ME16 8AE t:01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w:oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk

grooms

Suitably
Like many men, the prospect of shopping for clothes
leaves you cold. Love it or hate it, shop you must; a
wedding day suit cannot be ignored. Panic not, help
is at hand and you’ll leave your bride speechless
too!
Imagine the suit of your dreams... made to measure,
in a fabric you love, with a funky lining too. There’s
more.... a magical memory for the love of your life,
tucked safely away and close to your heart. . just as
it should be.
A Suit That Fits ethically
hand tailor bespoke
suits harnessing
the skills of an elite
team of Nepalese
tailors who work in
their own, purpose
built workshop.

in place, your order is sent to a master’s cutting
table where your pattern will be cut and the
garment intricately stitched. The talented tailors
will work closely with you to make any tweaks and
adjustments until you are delighted. Your pattern will
then be stored for future orders, as many men have
found this experience addictive!

Magical memory...
Make a lasting impression on your Big Day... upload
your favourite image and have it printed onto your
jacket’s lining. Alternatively, why not have a special
message embroidered onto your shirt?
Either way, it’s going to be a magical moment for
your gorgeous bride. You’ll take her breath away!
To find out more visit www.aSuitThatFits.com

Established in
2006 and with
33 branches
nationwide, they are
fast becoming Britain’s
local tailor, and with suits starting from just £289,
offer their clients the chance to design their own suit
of choice. With more than 40 billion different style
choices to make, and with every suit cut exactly to fit
your frame, the range is endless.
Book in locally with an expert style advisor who
will guide you through the fabric range to create
a unique, bespoke style, or go through the whole
process online if you were not ‘born to shop!’
However, at least 18 measurements are required to
achieve the bespoke suit of your dreams so a visit
might be easier. With your style and measurements
Absolute Bridal magazine
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Cruising to

Looking for a
honeymoon that lets
you pack as many
clothes as you want
and takes you gently to romantic foreign climes without the
need to fly? Read on...
Marco Polo one, two, three and four night cruise holidays
start locally from the London Cruise Terminal at Tilbury with
departure usually around 5pm sailing
down the River Thames.
You will visit Interesting ports of call at a
good value-for-money cost that includes
accommodation, three meals a day,
afternoon tea with sandwiches and cakes
together with tea and coffee from self
service areas throughout the day until
10pm.
Once aboard, you can relax and enjoy
both day and evening entertainment that
includes West End style shows such as ‘We
Will Rock You’, ‘Abba’, ‘West End Musicals’,
live music, disco cabarets and dancing.
On board you’ll operate a cashless system,
so you present your debit or credit card and all purchases
including drinks are charged to it at the end of the cruise
making everything so easy.
A CMV cruise is an ideal honeymoon choice. Mike Hall,
Head of Marketing at CMV notes “Whilst many of our
passengers are more mature, especially in the winter
months, during the spring and summer we are seeing many
younger people enjoying the CMV on board experience.
Our shorter cruises combine two or more romantic
European cities with all the convenience of not having
to fly. Our Tilbury based ship is the traditional and country
house style Marco Polo that carries between 700 – 800
mainly British passengers.”
Great for engagement parties, hen dos or anniversaries too!
In October and December, Marco Polo run a number
of overnight events on board in Tilbury so you can enjoy
dinner, a show, the disco cabaret and dancing, stay on
board and leave the next day after a hearty breakfast – all
from £89pp which includes cocktails and wine with your
meal. Marco Polo boasts many places where you can
meet and enjoy the atmosphere during the day, before
dinner and... no problems with transport back to your
cabin!
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For the latest CMV 2014 Cruise Collection brochure or
to book your passage, visit www.cruiseandmaritime.
com, telephone: 0844 414 6185 or watch more at www.
cruiseandmaritime.tv
Facebook, www.facebook.com/cruiseandmaritime or
Twitter, www.twitter.com/CMVoyages

Recommended cruise selection
4 night Spring Bank Holiday (2 May 2014) cruise from Tilbury to
Amsterdam, Zeebrugge for Bruges and Honfleur in Normandy
costs from just £299pp
A one night mini-cruise from London Tilbury up to Newcastle
current prices are from only £99 for two people on 8 June includes
dinner, accommodation and breakfast. There is an optional
coach for returning to Tilbury.
Several Sunday departures including an 8 night cruise to the
Norwegian Fjords 18 May from £579pp, and Baltic cities and St.
Petersburg for 12 nights on 21 September from £1059pp
Prices are per person based on two people sharing an inner cabin on
a full board basis with afternoon teas and late night snacks, daytime
activities, guest speakers on longer cruises, and evening entertainment.
Complimentary tea & coffee from 6am to 10pm. Gratuities of £5pp per
night are added to the on board account at the end of the cruise. CMV
also offers cruises from Leith & Rosyth (Edinburgh), Bristol Avonmouth, Hull,
Liverpool, Newcastle Tyne, and Glasgow Greenock.
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We bring over 800 different ring samples to your home (including 350 men’s and 120
shaped rings) daytimes, evenings or saturdays at a time to suit you, all rings come
in any metal and can be changed, with low overheads our prices are hard to beat,
to book a free no obligation home visit with no pressure to buy call us today on
0845 643 0401 or visit our website at www.blissrings.co.uk

Lightning Video Disco
The Wedding & Party Specialists

Professional video disco for any event
When you can’t afford to get it wrong

Lightning Video Disco is one of the largest independent operators of mobile
disco and karaoke entertainment in the south of England. With over 15 years
experience in the entertainment business, Lightning Video Disco
are not just DJs, we’re the professional party makers –
we provide the best entertainment for any occasion in any location.

Not just music, videos too, don’t just hear it see it!
Laser show, Karaoke, Corporate Functions, Kids Parties,
School Disco and Proms.

Phone: 01279 816609 Mobile: 07860 398895
www.lightningvideodisco.co.uk

...a truly unique location

Prince’s and the Lodge at Prince’s is set in a unique coastal location in
Sandwich Bay and offers a wonderful ambient venue for your Wedding Day.
Our highly acclaimed Chef, Sandwich born, Michael Fowler, who trained under Marco Pierre
White and Rick Stein, will present a locally sourced menu aligned to the quality in our 2 AA
Rosette restaurant, the Brasserie on the Bay or overlooking the Bay in the Prince’s Suite at the
Clubhouse. He will also be delighted to design a menu inspired by your suggestions for your
special day.
Whether a reception for 20 or 150 guests, we provide an exceptional service to ensure your big
day is one you will cherish forever…

www.princesgolfclub.co.uk
email h.smith@princesgolfclub.co.uk
or call +44 (0) 1304 611118

Prince’s Golf Club, Sandwich Bay, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9QB

