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THE MANSION IS NESTLED IN 100 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL
LANDSCAPED GARDENS AND SURROUNDED BY THE
WORLD RENOWNED PORT LYMPNE WILD ANIMAL PARK.
IF YOU ARE SEEKING TO ADD A UNIQUE ELEMENT TO
YOUR SPECIAL DAY, WHY NOT INCLUDE A SAFARI?

Finalist 2013

Spring Shows 2014

shows

ALL SHoWS Run FRoM 11AM - 3.00 PM
unLESS oTHERWISE STATEd
ESSEX

The bEST shows,
the bEST suppliers
& the bEST variety
We host over 60 Wedding Shows each year. Shows listed are up
to the end of April 2014. For futher information please visit

www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

Crowne Plaza – Five Lakes
Sunday 5th January
*FASHION SHOW 12PM & 2PM*
Colchester Road
Tolleshunt Knights CM9 8HX
Pontlands Park
Sunday 12th January
West Hanningfield Road
Great Baddow
Chelmsford CM2 8HR
Prested Hall
Sunday 19th January
Feering
Colchester CO5 9EE
*Show from 12pm-4pm
Mulberry House
Sunday 26th January
Chelmsford Rd
High Ongar CM5 9NL
Woolston Manor
Sunday 2nd February
Abridge Road
Chigwell IG7 6BX
Gilwell Park
Sunday 16th February
Bury Road, Chingford
London E4 7QW
Park Inn by Radisson Thurrock
Sunday 23rd February
High Road, North Stifford
Nr Grays RM16 5UE
The Legacy Kingscliff Hotel
Sunday 23rd February
55 Kings Parade
Holland on Sea CO15 5JB
Waltham Abbey Marriott Hotel
Sunday 2nd March
Old Shire Lane
Waltham Abbey EN9 3LX

Image supplied by Webb Weddings – www.webbweddings.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter!
@TheMainEvent
4

Colchester Town Hall
Sunday 2nd March
High Street,
Colchester CO1 1PJ
Like our Facebook page
www.facebook.com (Main Event Weddings Shows Ltd)
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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Channels Golf Club
Sunday 9th March
Pratts Farm Lane East
Little Waltham
Chelmsford CM3 3PT
Wivenhoe House
Sunday 16th March
Colchester
Essex CO4 3SQ
High House barns
Sunday 16th March
High House Production Park,
Purfleet, Essex RM19 1RJ
The Reid Rooms
Sunday 23rd March
Marks Hall Lane, Margaret Roding
Nr Chelmsford CM6 1QT
Mulberry House
Sunday 27th April 2014
Chelmsford Rd
High Ongar CM5 9NL
HERTFoRdSHIRE
Hanbury Manor
Sunday 12th January
*FASHION SHOW 12PM & 2PM*
A Marriott Hotel & Country Club
Ware, Herts SG12 0SD
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Port Lympne Mansion
E
& Gardens
Sunday 12th January
Port Lympne Wild Animal Park
Lympne, Nr Hythe CT21 4LR

Tudor Park
A Marriott Hotel & Country Club
Sunday 2nd February
Ashford Road
Bearsted ME14 4NQ
St Augustine’s Priory
Sunday 27th April
Bilsington Priory Estate
Priory Road, Bilsington
Nr Ashford TN25 7AU
bERKSHIRE
ufton Court
Sunday 16th February
Green Lane
Ufton Nervet,
Reading RG7 4HD

brocket Hall
Sunday 19th January
*FASHION SHOW 12PM & 2PM*
Welwyn
Hertfordshire AL8 7XG

Pincents Manor
Sunday 23rd March
Pincents Lane
Calcot, Reading
RG31 4UQ

The Legacy Gt Hallingbury Manor
Sunday 16th February
Great Hallingbury
Bishop’s Stortford
CM22 7TJ

oXFoRdSHIRE
Hotel du Vin
Sunday 23rd February
New Street
Henley-on-Thames
RG9 2BP

Hertford Castle
Sunday 16th March
The Castle,
Hertford, SG14 1HR
Hanbury Manor
Sunday 13th April
*FASHION SHOW 12PM & 2PM*
A Marriott Hotel & Country Club
Ware, Herts SG12 0SD
KEnT
Lympne Castle
Sunday 5th January
The St,
Lympne
Kent CT21 4LQ
For more information on these shows, please contact us:
T: 01245 895470 • E: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk •
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

SuFFoLK
Woolverstone Hall
Sunday 19th January
Woolverstone,
Suffolk IP9 1AZ
dove barn
Sunday 9th March
Castlings Hall, Sudbury
Suffolk CO10 5ET
The Legacy Mill Hotel
Sunday 6th April
Walnut Tree Lane, Sudbury
Suffolk CO10 1BD

W: www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
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‘capturing

moments, creating memories’

Award winning photography from

Yvette Craig

Timeless, Fine Art Wedding Photography,
Covering weddings throughout the UK as well as overseas wedding

2012 Kent Wedding Photographer of the Year

www.yvettecraigphotography.co.uk
01233 642773 or 07984 470415

news

From t
he Edit
or

Let me introduce myself!
After 15 years in regional press, three kids
and ten years as a Registrar in Essex, I’m
now the new editor at Absolute Bridal…
and delighted to be here.
I’ve married hundreds of people in Essex
and have met brides and grooms at
Amanda Gliddon
Editor
the moment they say “I do”. No two
weddings have ever been the same and
in my experience, grooms cry more than brides!
This, my second issue (but first for Kent), embraces “love
is in the air” and I’ve had a wonderful time putting
together so many ideas from which I hope you will find
your inspiration.

The wedding shows have been a great chance for
me to meet so many brides and I can see why some
couples get so stressed when planning their wedding…
there’s so much choice and so many fabulous suppliers.
I think that if I were planning my wedding, I’d just have
to go with “girly gut feel” and pick those suppliers who I
felt safe with. Do you have any tips you’d like to share in
the magazine? Please drop me a line…
In the name of research I have been avidly watching
the Wedding Channel and regained control of the TV
remote, much to the dismay of my three teenage sons…
(shame!)
I’m off to research the latest trends and all things Spring
so until next time, happy planning! X

Meet t
he team!
Mandy

Vanessa Challis

Director - Absolute Bridal &
Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

Celebrate and give a
little to the NSPCC

Make your day extra special by asking family and friends
to make a donation instead of - or as well as - buying
you a gift. Celebrate and Give is a simple way to help
the NSPCC continue to support vulnerable children and
young people across the UK.
Beautifully designed NSPCC favour cards and handy pin
badges are available, along with a host of other great
ideas.
To find out more or to register, visit: www.nspcc.org.
uk/celebrate

Be on TV…
BRIDES-TO-BE AND THEIR BRIDESMAIDS WANTED FOR NEW TV
SHOW. Are you getting married between November 2013
and March 2014? Are you a super excited bride-to-be with
several equally excitable bridesmaids putting the finishing
touches to your wedding proceedings? Are your bridesmaids
frantically planning your hen night? Arranging practice
make-up sessions? Organising last-minute spa sessions and
outfit changes? Would you like a free weekend of bonding
for you and your bridesmaids before your big day? Well Fresh
One Productions want to hear from you!
They’re making an exciting new show all about brides and
their lovely bridesmaids – a show that looks at friendship, the
girly dynamics that surround this very important time and all
the fun (and occasionally frustration!) that surround the lead
up to the big day! They’re looking for a bride-to-be to take
part and along with their 3 or 4 bridesmaids they’ll treat you
to a fun bonding weekend.

Linda Grant

Director - Absolute Bridal &
Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd

If you are a bride-to-be and this sounds like fun to you then
please get in touch with Fresh One by email to bridesmaids@
freshone.tv , telling them a little bit about yourself and your
beloved bridesmaids and they’ll get back to you. Please
specify which city you live in, and the date of your wedding.
By contacting them you are not obliged to take part in any
filming.
PS Don’t forget to tell “Absolute Bridal” if you’re selected too!

Can you sell wedding rings?

Amanda Prior

Wedding Show
Manager/Admin

Sarah Mclean

Office Manager
& Wedding Show
Manager

ON THE COVER
Cover photo by Helen Batt Photography
www.helenbattphotography.com

Tom Burrows

Sales Executive &
Show Manager
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Do you have a sales experience and want to earn extra
money at the weekends and evenings? Taylor&Co has a
positions in Essex, Surrey, Kent and Hampshire to sell our
stunning range of wedding rings. You must be able to drive
and own your own car. Be available to work at our wedding
fairs on Sundays and book appointments to see clients in their
homes. There is no financial outlay but we require you have
access to a computer and ipad. This is a commission only
position but potential earnings will be in excess of £25K pa.
Please see our website for details and Facebook to view
what our customers say about us! We have a great
reputation!
If you require any further information then please call Sophie
Englander on 020 3232 2087

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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a nice hot bath will fix just about anything!
Triskaidekaphobia is fear of the
number 13 and the avoidance of its
use; it is a superstition and related to a
specific fear of Friday the 13th, called
paraskevidekatriaphobia!
Our fearless couple, Emily and Adam,
put superstition to the test and
checked for gremlins too!

Emily Stone met Adam Herrington at work in March 2011
and married on Friday 13th September 2013!
Flying in the face of danger, Emily chose the date so that
Adam wouldn’t forget their anniversary!
Read on to find out how their day went…

The proposal

Adam proposed by running Emily a bubble bath with
candles. He got down on one knee and popped the
question, while Emily was in the bath!

Planning the day

Emily “didn’t really have a firm theme but kept in mind her
love of lace and “English country vintage” to complement
her venue of choice...

Venue dressing

real wedding

Emily’s sister, Kirsty happily
helped out at the wedding too by dressing the venue
beautifully with the help from her company, ‘Flair for
Chairs’. Very stylish.

Entertainment

Having met Phil Forsyth
from Bee Jay Entertainment
at a wedding fair, the
couple “thought he was a
laugh and just the person
we needed to make the
evening great”. Phil played
a good selection of music
and the couple agree they
“would definitely have
Bee Jay again for another
party.”

Caricatures

Rich Naim from The
Artful Dodger provided
additional entertainment,
which the guests all loved
by creating caricatures which everyone got to take home.

A week before the wedding!

A week before the wedding, Adam was playing football
and got elbowed in the eye which could only mean only
one thing …a shiny black eye!! (Emily wasn’t the only one in
the make up chair on their big day!)

The venue

Emily and Adam found their dream wedding location
at the unique 13th century St Augustine’s Priory Estate
in Bilsington, near Ashford. “It’s a beautiful venue and
something very different to other locations. Hidden away in
lovely grounds and secret gardens, we fell in love straight
away.”

The food

Adam, being a fussy eater, was impressed with their food
tasting at the Priory. Supplied by Robert Emson from The
Priory, he said “the food was amazing; they are more
than happy to make what you like, how you like it.” Praise
indeed.

The cake

Emily’s older sister, Lian Howlett from ‘Let’s Bake Love’
made the chocolate cake and it was “amazing!” Some
cupcakes made for the evening for puddings and a little
extra for guests were the finishing touches.

Photography

Emily met Fleur Challis from Fleur Challis Photography at a
wedding fair and was impressed by her great portfolios.
“She was lovely to talk to made me feel comfortable
straight away.
Emily and Adam
also enjoyed a
pre wedding
shoot which
they would
recommend, as
“it gets you used
to the camera
and relaxed for
the big day.”

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

FRIDAY 13th!!! The morning…

Most brides know how they want their hair for their special
day but not Emily. Despite having had two earlier hair trials,
she only decided on the morning of her wedding. Luckily,
this plucky bride liked her finished look!

The ceremony

Accompanied by her bridesmaids, Jade (Adam’s sister)
and Emily’s good friend Steph, Emily was running late and
was greeted by a much relieved Adam who had been
waiting patiently with his
two best men, Bobby and
Nick.( Emily noted that he
was a typical man who
couldn’t decide!)
When it came to the ring
exchange, Adam put
Emily’s on very gracefully.
However, Emily didn’t
have quite as much luck
but she “wasn’t giving
up” and “rammed it on
his finger!” Needless to
say, their guests found this
highly amusing! “It may
sound cheesy, but I think
our best highlight was
being officially married
and sealing the deal with
our kiss...”

11

The speechesEmily’s hot tips …

My Dad’s speech was
awesome when he used the
joke “some of you people
here don’t know me from
Adam” as he pointed towards
Adam and said... “This is
Adam!” Adam’s speech
“was lovely made me cry.” If
you’re having more than one
Best Man, don’t let them use
Google speeches as they will
end up with the same joke...
which is awkward!

Friday 13th!!! The wedding night…

Adam didn’t expect to spend the wedding night in the
hotel room watching Gremlins while Emily was fast asleep!
It seems that a year’s wedding planning had taken all
Emily’s effort and she “just needed a good sleep.” Which,
given it was Friday 13th was probably better safe than sorry
because…Emily fractured her toe that night going into
the bathroom! But, she doesn’t blame Friday 13th “as it
was technically the Saturday!” Our guests said it was the
“wedding of the year and can’t wait for the anniversary
party!”
Jetting off on their honeymoon, the couple “ended up on
row 13 on the plane”. The saga continues…!
Overall, Emily
and Adam were
unable to pick the
highlight of their
day because they
“loved the whole
day” and it was” just
how we wanted it.”
When asked if they
would have done
anything differently,
they “would have
had the ceremony
recorded, other
than that nothing
else.”

12

The team at Absolute Bridal wish them every bit of luck!
Emily
& Adam’s
‘Suppliers Fa
ct
File’

Venue and catering
St Augustine’s Priory Estate, Bilsington,
www.bilsingtonpriory.co.uk
Cake Lian Howlett at Let’s Bake Love,
tel: 07868 313600 www.
Entertainment Phil Forsyth, Bee Jay Entertainment,
www.beejayentertainments.co.uk
Photography Fleur Challis Photography,
www.fleurchallisphotography.co.uk
Caricatures Rich Nairn from The Artful Dodger,
www.theartfuldoodler.co.uk
Flair for Chairs www.flairforchairs.co.uk or
telephone Kirsty on 07856 705405

a
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White
Rose
CAKES
GALORE
Luxury & Vintage Car Hire

“whatever the size, whatever the shape, we will make you,
the most beautiful cake”

Chair cover and table decor hire for every occasion

We specialise in catering for any occasion.
We pride ourselves on offering a professional, efficient &
friendly service with both male & female chauffeurs.

Aﬀordable bespoke designs
Vintage – Contemporary
Cupcakes – Fairy Castles
Deliciously homemade
Our current cars include:
1932 Rolls Royce 20/25 • 1936 Packard 120 Sedan • 1936 Austin 10 Rolls
S3 • Bentley
Turbo
‘R’ American
Royce Silver Shadow Convertible • BentleyOver
25 years
experience
Stretch Limousine • Mercedes S500 • Dodge Ram Pick-up
Cakes for all occasions
Bentley Turbo ‘R’ Red Label

Delivery and free stand hire
Friendly personal service
T. 01634 409949 M. 07989 168996 / 07799 530729
Telephone: 01797E.322300
Email: penny.roger@btinternet.com
info@whiterose-carhire.co.uk
www.weddingcakesashford.co.uk
or www.cakesgalore.co.uk
www.whiterose-carhire.co.uk

For a free, no obligation quotation
please contact Sue Pridie on
01689 838262
u Kent Based u Chair Cover and Sashes
email:u Table
info@allshapesandslices.co.uk
Decor u Candelabras u Birdcages
u

Manzanita Wishing Trees

Free of charge no obligation consultation
www.allshapesandslices.co.uk

We are here to help make your occasion as special and unique as you are!
Call us on 07856 705405 or
Large selection of cake stands available for hire.
email info@flairforchairs.co.uk
www.flairforchairs.co.uk

Wedding Specialists
all-shapes.indd 1

03/09/2013 10:37

A unique selection of Vintage, classic & modern Vehicles for your special day

All vehicles come with ribbons and bows in your colour choice, plus complimentary champagne
elcome
Customers w
at
to view cars
es
is
m
re
our p

Chariots
01273 813401

For our full selection visit

www.chariotschauffeurs.com

or email info@chariotschauffeurs.com
Please request a brochure for full details

We bring over 700 sample wedding
rings to your home, daytime,
evening and weekends
www.blissrings.co.uk

Winner 2013

competition

A stunning natural 0.75ct emerald cut white sapphire
and white gold pendant set with 3 diamonds, worth
£595 from award winning bridal jewellers, COO of
Hatton Garden
COO Jewellers, a family run business based in Hatton
Garden, London’s famous jewellery quarter, are
delighted to offer one lucky bride to be the chance
to win this incredible.75ct emerald cut white sapphire
in an 18ct white gold pendant, set with 3 diamonds in
the bail, .03pts, worth a sparkling £595.
Designing and creating bespoke pieces that are in
keeping with both your vision and your budget, COO
have got you covered. Whether you want wedding
rings, engagement rings, eternity rings, pendants,
bracelets or earrings – you’ll love their tenderly
fashioned care and attention to detail.
COO also specialise in forming the perfect fitted
or shaped wedding band to accompany your
engagement ring. Utilising the latest 3D technology
and traditional methods, they take great pride in
precisely matching the shape, style and setting of your
existing jewellery to craft a perfect set.
Everything they do is made-to-order, even the simplest
of wedding bands. Perhaps you had something a little
bit different in mind, or you might want something very
traditional? Either way, they are always happy to help.
If, however, you would prefer to actually see, feel and
try on the items you are interested in then feel free to
book a no-obligation and no pressure appointment to
view their range.
The London showroom is open Monday to Saturday
by appointment only and the team at COO would
love to see you! To view their services or to book an
appointment, visit www.coojewellers.com or email
hello@coojewellers.com, telephone: 020 7404 0757

If you want to be the envy of your friends as you hear
them say “COO…look at your beautiful pendant!”
enter today…, simply follow the ‘How to Enter’ guide
below:
How to enter
Simply post or email your full name, address,
daytime telephone number along with your email
address and wedding date, telling us why you
think you should win this prize. The competition
is open from 1st January 2014 until 2nd April
2014. Please send your entries to: Absolute Bridal
Magazine, 4 Whitbreads Business Park, Whitbreads
Farm Lane, Chatham Green, Essex CM3 3FE or
email admin@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
The winner will be drawn on 3rd April 2014 and
informed by telephone or email.
*Terms and conditions apply: There will be no cash alternative available and the prize cannot be used in conjunction with any other
promotion or special offer. Entering automatically opts you in to
receive promotional emails from COO Jewellers Ltd.
The first mail will enable you to opt out of future emails if required, UK
entries only.

Finalist 2013
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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© www.webbweddings.co.uk

Port Lympne Mansion, near Hythe in Kent, was built
for parties on behalf of the socialite Philip Sassoon
and in its heyday entertained guests such as Charlie
Chaplin and Sir Winston Churchill. Nestled in the
heart of a world famous, 600 acre wild animal park,
this 1920s’ Grade II mansion house boasts beautiful
terraced gardens and breathtaking, panoramic
views, with sea views from the terrace. It also offers
the chance to experience a ‘Taste of Africa’ safari
and see zebras, giraffe, ostrich and black rhinos to
name but a few.
Still the ultimate party venue, this unique and highly
popular location offers exclusive wedding use within
both indoor and outdoor licensed locations and is
available to hire throughout the year.
Lavishly decorated rooms featuring original murals
depicting animals from around the world make this a
simply unique setting for the wedding of your dreams.
Livingstone Cottage offers a luxurious bridal suite (four
poster bed, large en-suite with roll top bath) and
personal chef to cook a full English breakfast.
A VIP safari to the African Experience, with an expert
Ranger guiding you through 100 acres of Kentish
savannah alive with animals roaming freely, can
all be yours too. For other guests, lodges at both
Livingstone Lodge and Elephant Lodge can also
be reserved, allowing your family and friends the
opportunity to wake up amongst the animals - an
amazing experience.

© www.yvettecraigphotography.co.uk

Built for

Our team of in-house
wedding planners will
make your dreams a
reality, with a whole host
of options to exclusively cater from between 10 to
180 guests. Enjoy bespoke menus, exemplary service
and a range of stylish and opulent rooms that can
be used for the wedding ceremony and reception.
Together with ‘quiet area’ rooms for those needing a
peaceful place to relax and enjoy the surroundings,
Port Lympne Mansion will ensure your requirements
are met, however large or small.
To find out more, contact one of the dedicated
wedding co-ordinators on 0844 842 4647 / 01303 234
111 or visit our website at:
www.aspinallfoundation.org/events

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

Explore - Inspire - Create

WWW.DORAKOVACS.COM
T: +44 (0) 7944 093962 - E: info@dorakovacs.com
(by appointment only)

Restored in 1906 this distinguished medieval priory is steeped in
history and set in 7 acres of mature beautiful gardens makes it...

An Idyllic Location for your Perfect Day

W
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Stunning and Stylish venue
In house catering | No corkage
Wonderful photographic opportunities
Incredible atmosphere

All Exclusively Yours for the Day

St Augustines Priory, Bilsington Priory Estate, Priory Road, Bilsington, Nr. Ashford, Kent TN25 7AU

01233 720992 | www.bilsingtonpriory.co.uk

emporium
Inseparable….

Two rings, which are created
separately with overlapping parts
(turning freely and elegantly), then
bound together, with one sitting
above the other, to create one final
piece. The INSEPARABLE collection
is handcrafted in France, using
the finest white, rose and yellow
gold as well as precious stones.
Tactile, stylish and a product of
togetherness.
View the contemporary ANFRAY &
ANFRAY range at
www.anfray-anfray.co.uk

More Than Words…

The reclaimed rustic slate roof tiles hearts are cleverly
printed with this sweet quote, your initials and a
meaningful date to create a truly personal gift for a
loved one. Measuring approx. 200 x 200mm the heart
comes ready to hang. Available from ‘More Than
Words’ online typographic art boutique, £35.00
www.morethanwords.uk.com

Love the planet…

Zao Makeup are pleased to announce their
Compact Powder has won Best Organic Makeup
Base in the Janey Lee Platinum Awards 2013. Zao’s
100% natural Compact Powder, (£20.99) sets,
mattifies and balances the complexion for a smooth
and silky finish. The beautifully scented powder comes
in five shades from Ivory, Beige Orange, Brown Beige,
Cappuccino and Milk Chocolate. All beautifully
packaged in Zao’s refillable system of sustainable
Bamboo packaging, means you only need to buy
the packaging once! To see Zao‘s full range of 100%
natural cosmetics visit www.zaomakeup.co.uk

Just add love…

An overtly feminine and effortlessly
beautiful selection from the Hot Diamonds
collection available at Pavone Jewellery,
Folkestone will set her heart racing.
Inspired by the universal theme of love
and enhanced with a real diamond, she’ll
adore it (and you!)… forever. To view the
range, visit specialists in bespoke design
and jewellery of distinction at
www.pavonejewellery.co.uk or
call: 01303 251230

Pretty Proposal cards…

Just in case nerves get the better of you when you
“pop the question”, your fiancé will always have a
beautiful keepsake of the special moment in these
charming proposal cards. Women have been
waiting their whole lives to hear these magical four
words- “Will you marry me?” Make it worth their wait!
www.ananyacards.com or call: 020 7242 1877.

A tribute to purity…

evian’s limited edition iconic glass bottle,
created in collaboration with fashion designer,
Elie Saab, features a bespoke design that
perfectly complements the special feeling
associated with a wedding. Decorated with an
elegant signature ELIE SAAB white lace pattern,
this bottle will bring an added refinement to your
wedding. The ELIE SAAB for evian® bottle will be
available in the UK in glass 75cl. It will be on sale
exclusively at Harvey Nichols priced at £3.95 from
14 October and will be available from selected
retailers including Harrods and Selfridges from 4
November.

18

Cards £4 each
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Straight from the heart…

These Little Letters of Love are the perfect
size (A7) to be secretly slipped into your
loved one’s pocket. Subtlety entitled with 12
different sweet whispers, which include “A
little secret note to tell you, I love you,” “To be
found because I love you,” “Hello!” and “Just
a little note from me to you” Available at £3.50
each or as a pack of five for £15.00. They are
big enough to write sweet nothings, but small
enough so that guys don’t get palpitations at
the thought of having to be romantic! Visit:
Ananya Cards www.ananyacards.com

Don’t be late…

Let Lulu Guinness and her brand new and first ever
watch collection get you to the church on time!
All designs are synonymous with her quirky and stylish
trait. To view her range, visit www.watchshop.com
Don’t forget your lipstick,
£150

Double wrap up bracelet, £160

Love hearts...
Diamonds are a girl’s best friend…

littlewoods.com
£30.00

Exquisite, hand crafted jewellery using the rarest
diamonds and stones - perfect for Valentine’s
Day…
18ct Yellow Gold All Diamond medium heart
pendant £2,200
18ct White and Yellow Gold Diamond Heart
Earrings with Rock Crystal Backs £2,350
www.luciecampbell.com

isme.com £30.00

Chocolate Celebration

Nicolas Cloiseau, Master Chef of La Maison
du Chocolat has crafted five creations
which exude pleasure in a show stopping
bouquet. Notes ranging from bubbly
to intoxicating, are embodied in very
subtle chocolate, ripe with sensations.
Floral flavours express their essence in
chocolate either with an infusion of
dried flowers, dabs of essential oils,
or even the fruit of the flower. Once
paired with chocolate and ganache, the
most delicate stand out in the crunch of the
pralinés, while the most classic drape themselves
in sophistication. Floral Chocolate Coffret for
Valentine’s Day are available in boutiques from January 2014
in four sizes from Coffret with 4 chocolates: £9 to Coffret with 24
chocolates: £44 or online at www.lamaisonduchocolat.co.uk
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The Castle has an authenticity and ambience that rarely fails to charm.
Whether you enjoy the view from the terrace on a summers afternoon or a
toast by one of the open fires on a chilly evening, Lympne Castle is the perfect
place to welcome and impress.

Arguably the venue with the best view in Kent

lympne castle
The Street, Lympne, Kent, CT21 4LQ

01303 261 666
info@lympnecastle.com
www.lympnecastle.com

bridal

Blossoming
Classical techniques and modern designs combine
to represent true feminine beauty embodied in the
brand new ‘Blossom Collection’ created by Ellis.
Romantic, unpredictable style is optimised with
the overall look of the collection using new fabrics
including luxe, satin taffeta and crinkle organza to
achieve striking silhouettes. Contemporary styling is
subtly blended with expertly detailed yet modern
embellishments, the signature of the collection.
Polished lines add a sense of drama; vintage lace
and shimmering satin softly cling to figure hugging
shape before releasing into a dramatic crescendo
of tulle. Unexpected embellishments are rich in
hand detailed embroidery and topped with the
new range of contemporary, beautifully trimmed
veils...
View the collection at: www.ellisbridals.co.uk
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designs

Show stopping

2014 trends reflect beautiful backs
basked in lace, capped off with
glittering belts and fishtail, figure
hugging silhouettes...

‘Lyndsey’ from the White collection
by Kelsey Rose: Full satin ball gown
with a sheer lace detail top and
crystal beaded belt - available in
ivory or white.

‘Diamond’ by
Impression: Satin with
embellished neckline
and striking back
detail. Available in
diamond white or
white

‘Taylor’ by Cristiano
Lucci : A stunning fit and
flare gown featuring a
captivating neckline,
capped sleeves and
keyhole back accented
with an additional
romantically beaded belt.

‘Poppy’ by Ellis: 50s style
T-length tulle dress with
embroidered lace, pearl
buttons and slim satin belt available in ivory or white and
full length style.
22

‘Amelia’ by Ellis: All over lace, tulle
and Grosgrain Ribbon. Exquisitely
beaded ,lace fishtail gown with
embellished Grosgrain ribbon
belt- available in ivory or white.
From simple to richly embellished silhouettes with attention to
detail and a sophisticated, feminine look
visit www.serentiybrides.com
Serenity Brides 16/17 St Botolph’s Street, Colchester, Essex CO2 7DU
Telephone: 01206 577756
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

On your special day you deserve the best, Quirky Wedding Cars offer that
special WOW Factor with a unique range of 15 cars to choose from including
Morris Minors, Rolls Royces and Wedding Buses we are sure that we have
the right car to complement your wedding.
See our full range on our website www.quirkyweddingcars.co.uk
Email: contact@quirkyweddingcars.co.uk Tel: 07932 970154

You deserve a fabulous wedding,
we specialise in fabulous
Stockists of

• D’Zage • Verise Couture
• Phoenix Gowns • Amanda Wyatt
• Diane Harbridge
We also offer a wedding planning
and consultation service
www.weddingdresskent.com
01303 250179
5 Rendezvous Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1EY
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venue

“My heart and I surrender
themselves into your hands”

Henry VIII to Anne Boleyn

Hever Castle, the childhood home of Anne Boleyn
(second wife of King Henry VIII), situated in 600 acres
of idyllic Kent countryside, dates back more than 700
years. The oldest part of this charming medieval castle,
built in 1270, boasts a huge gatehouse, walled bailey
and moat. 15th century owner, Sir Thomas Bullen, later
known as Boleyn, added a Tudor house inside the castle
walls which became their family home. Now privately
owned by the Guthrie family, this uniquely beautiful
historic estate’s majesty and charm will meet your
heart’s desires as the ultimate castle for the wedding of
your dreams.
Relinquish yourself to Hever Castle’s three unique
venues for wedding ceremonies and receptions. Each
location, with its own individual character and charisma
accommodates differing numbers of guests.
The Astor Wing offers peace, privacy and seclusion
and the oak panelled Tudor Suite Sitting Room and
Dining room, resplendent with a magnificent fireplace,
provides the perfect ambience for your special day.
Reception drinks can be taken within the Astor Wing or,
weather permitting, on the Tudor Suite lawns overlooking
the croquet lawn and moat. Accommodating up to
64 guests for your wedding breakfast, if an evening
reception is required, The
Moat Restaurant can be

transformed in to a spacious venue for music and
dancing for up to 120 guests.
Award winning Italian Gardens come to life in summer
months as ceremonies take place under the beautiful
arched columns of the Italian Loggia overlooking the
38 acre lake and Trevi inspired fountain. The Guthrie
Pavilion, extensively
refurbished in Palladian
style, with vaulted
ceilings and full length
arched windows, makes
for a light and airy
location from day to
evening.
In winter, the Castle’s
Inner Hall is available
for selected dates
December to February.
The splendour of
this magnificent
room boasts ornate

panelling and carved columns in Italian
walnut. The impressive gallery, inspired
by Kings College Chapel Cambridge,
hosts a fine collection of antique
furniture, original paintings and roaring
log fire. The Castle Great Hall, where
Henry VIII would have dined when he
visited Anne Boleyn, can be booked for
your wedding breakfast following the
ceremony, again offering a welcoming
fireplace and an elaborately carved
Minstrels’ Gallery.
For the most important day of your life,
let your imagination run wild and allow
the team at Hever Castle turn your
dreams to reality.
Visit www.hevercastle.co.uk

“You think you know a story, but you only know how it ends. To get to the heart of
the story, you have to go back to the beginning”
King Henry VIII
24
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EXCLUSIVE • LUXURIOUS • AWARD WINNING
Get married in style at this romantic 13th century moated Castle
set in magnificent award winning gardens.
“My heart and I surrender
themselves into your hands”

•

•

Extract from a love letter between
Henry V111 and Anne Boleyn

Exclusive hire of The Astor Wing for up to 64 people
• Guthrie Pavilion for up to 200 people
Licensed to conduct civil ceremonies and partnerships
Private lawn for marquee weddings
Japanese Tea House Folly for romantic proposals
18 luxury bedrooms

Discounted rates offered
on late availability dates.
Visit our website
for further information.

To arrange a visit, have an informal
chat or request our wedding brochure
please call our wedding co-ordinator
on 01732 861800 or email
weddings@hevercastle.co.uk

hevercastle.co.uk

Weddings at The Grand
“It doesn’t matter what scale or format you’re planning
your wedding to take because you’ll find the ultimate
setting with ample support for your every need, here, at
The Grand.
Let us make sure your Unforgettable Day is impossible
to beat and impossible to forget”
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A wedding’s a truly happy occasion. We think paying
the bill should be too. Wedding packages from £999.

Book an appointment for a viewing or come to one of
our Spring or Autumn Wedding Fairs
and see why The Grand is the
Wedding Venue of Choice for so many in the South East

£999 Package includes Civil Ceremony Room Hire, Buffet for 80 guests, Disco and bedroom
with breakfast for Bride and Groom. **Special Offer** now only £799 by saving 20% on all our
Wedding Packages for all Friday/Sunday’s in 2014 and any Saturday between January-April
2014.

Holiday Inn Maidstone-Sevenoaks
To book call 0871 942 9054 option 2
or visit www.himaidstonehotel.co.uk
Terms and conditions apply, new bookings only. ©2013 IHG. All rights reserved. Most hotels are independently owned and
operated. STAY YOU.® is a registered trademark of Six Continents Hotels, Inc.

STAY YOU.®

www.grand-uk.com

The Grand, The Leas, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2XL Tel 01303 222 222 weddings@grand-uk.com
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You’re engaged!
So what comes next? SO many questions!

Oh yes…that simple little task of planning a wedding!!
Won’t take long.
Won’t stress you out at all!
From the moment you say “I will”, your journey to the
wedding of your dreams begins. In your head the day
is a picture of perfection. However, you don’t know
where to go, what to wear, what to eat or how to
survive the day.
You are not alone. Hundreds of brides every
year survive this challenge, but the
smart ones get some help!

Where to start…

Clearly, the easiest way to
eternal happiness (and
retaining your sanity)
will be to have as much
information to hand as
soon as possible.

Getting the
information…

You’ve always loved going
online, and you’re always
checking for Facebook
and Twitter updates. Well, the good news is that
the internet is your new best friend….in just a few
keystrokes on Google, your life will be transformed
and you will enjoy a peaceful passage to the altar.

There is one website that will help you
all the way…

www.venueskent.co.uk
…transporting you effortlessly to a whole new
dimension! Anything you ever needed to know
about wedding suppliers (but were too afraid to
ask!) is suddenly within your reach. You’ll find banner
heading links that will take you straight to the action.
Venues, suppliers, open days, wedding shows and
fairs, news with offers and last minute deals are right
before you. They’re all local too!

planning

Still stuck? Venues Kent
love helping you find your
perfect venue or supplier
for FREE!
If you would like all or a few venues
to email you, it couldn’t be simpler. Just email them
your approximate date, number of guests (day and
evening) and any venue preferences, for example,
Hall, Hotel, Barn, Manor House or Golf Club etc. to
jon@venueskent.co.uk and they’ll work their magic.

You’ll be in good company!

With lots of friends on Facebook, more than
4000 followers on Twitter and in excess of 200k hits
per year on the Venues Kent homepage you know
you’re no longer facing your nightmare alone. In
fact, now you’re back in control, you may even
have time for the next level of ‘Candy Crush
Saga’too!

Happy planning!
You can also find Ke

nt Venues at:

www.facebook.com/
Kent-WeddingVenues
@KentWedVenues
@WeddingVenuesSE
@IJustGotEngaged
www.weddingvenues
togetmarried.co.uk
www.essexvenues.c
o.uk
www.essex-weddingv
enues.co.uk
www.weddingvenues
in-essex.co.uk
www.essexweddings
hows.co.uk (new)
Telephone: 07719 44

2656

This comprehensive directory is easy to use and if
you like and follow the Facebook and Twitter pages,
you will receive details of some amazing promotions,
many of which do not feature on individual
company’s websites.
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guest book

special day

Light up your

Alternative guest book…..beautiful memories

Guest books and wish trees are just some of the ways
couples capture the personal messages from their
family and friends on their wedding day. Preserving
memories to be cherished forever which end up buried
in a drawer is so sad.
Alfy Kelly, a 23 year old Art and Design graduate, with
a real passion for weddings, has created a unique new
way to capture your memories with his illuminating
Adorn Lamp….a completely alternative guest book
which forms a contemporary, beautifully designed light
for your home. You’ll be able to see your memories
every time you turn on your cherished lamp.
The idea is simple. You have the frame of the lamp
at your wedding reception with 75 hearts by it. Each
heart is the equivalent of a guest book entry.

Someone writes a wish on a petal then follows the
instructions to fit it onto the frame. Once all 75 petals
have been written on and attached to the lamp,
it completes the lamp shade creating a lasting
memento for your home. Write a wish, hook it on,
clip it down.
The GF Smith range of paper effects offers more than
90 variations to choose from and the most popular
for 2014 are the gold and silver twist papers, with an
amazing blend of metallic sheen and an almost tissue
paper like texture. Gracefully crossing the gap from
what will look great on the day to pride of place in
your home, with a limitless colourway selection, the
Adorn Lamp will be a talking point for years to come.
Marry your desire for a memento with the messages
from your guests. Visit Alfy at www.alfykelly.com

Contemporary,
alternative, unique,
bespoke

Save your memories in an exceptional way
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Victoria’s Flowers
Flowers with a personal touch...

Your dream day...our beautiful flowers

stem by stem

...love flowers

8 -10 Church Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SE
01303 252 626 www.stembystemflowers.co.uk

Kent and London
Tel: 07514277683
email: victoria@victorias-flowers.co.uk
www.victoriaforflowers.co.uk
www.facebook.com/pages/Victoria-Florist/

hair

Wedding hair
Flyaway, frizzy and frankly, not that fabulous…‘hairtastrophes’. When they happen, our reactions vary
from hiding under a hair havoc hat, self-imposed
bedroom exile or seeking shelter under the refuge of
hair extensions.
Done properly, hair extensions open the door to
endless style possibilities. Done
poorly and you might as well
scream at the altar “I am
wearing extensions”
instead of “I do”.
Here are a few tips
from Tatiana to help
you avoid a follicle
fiasco…

DO share with your stylist the colours and style of
your wedding dress; there should be no limits to
finding the right wedding hairstyle. Brides shouldn’t
be constrained by “traditional”; it’s your day so be
yourself and enjoy… it goes all too quickly!
DON’T go for synthetic hair extensions. Fake hair is
heavier and does not bounce like real hair making it
obvious that you are wearing extensions.
DO take some snaps at your trial session as often what
you see in the mirror is different on film. Eliminate the
risk of wedding day demon photos!
DON’T wash your hair on the morning of your
wedding if you’re planning on wearing it up, as it will
be too slippery to style and won’t retain any height.
Hair needs to be a day old.

DO go to a reputable salon experienced in hair
extensions which are meant to add length or volume
to your natural hair without being detected. Obvious
extensions are those suffering from conflicting hair
textures and/or poor colour match.
DON’T try extensions for the first time on your wedding
day. Test how they feel several weeks before in case
you have allergies or concerns around comfort,
blending or fit.
DO treat your hair extensions with respect. Comb
them with a soft bristle brush, condition only the roots
and avoid harsh chemicals. Like a marriage, hair
extensions need love and TLC, as the main ingredient
in the recipe for a very long life.
Clip in designs are available in a range of bespoke
styles, all made to measure from Tatiana Hair
Extensions, home to the world’s finest hair extensions
and world renowned specialists:
www.tatianahairextensions.co.uk

30

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

• Natural, contemporary and traditional photography
• Bespoke packages starting from £450 which all include CD
• Italian digital storybook albums & matching parent’s albums
• Online gallery for guests to view anywhere in the world
• Relaxed and unobtrusive style capturing every special moment

Call Carolyn on 01622 859455/0771 954 5295
E: Carolyn@gowestphotography.co.uk W: www.gowestphotography.co.uk

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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Winner 2013

A picturesque setting in the heart of the Darenth Valley
Your wedding dreams made a reality with our friendly and hospitable service

Private air-conditioned function suite with dance floor, bar and cloakroom facilities
Seating up to 140 guests • Wide choice of menu selections and an extensive wine list
Personal and friendly service • Dedicated experienced wedding coordinators
Beautiful golf course with lovely scenic views over the North Downs
Local accommodation available

Station Road, Shoreham,
Nr Sevenoaks, Kent

Tel: 01959 522944
Web: www.dvgc.co.uk
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bouquets

Brooch bouquets are complete little artworks,
designed with care, made from brooches, beads and
jewellery to create a beautiful and lasting memory of
your special day. A keepsake with a strong emotional
attachment, they can be handed down to future
generations too. Unlike flowers, your brooch bouquet
will never die and can be an excellent alternative to
couples with allergies.

Handmade to your requirements to match your
wedding theme, brooch bouquets, bridal wands and
buttonholes can add some extra sparkle to your day.
If you’re in a hurry, a number of designs are readily
available in various colour ways to buy online. Prices
start from £27 for a 10 cm base diameter jewelled
bouquet, bridal wands from £15, buttonholes from
£10 and brooch bouquets from £180 for a 13 cm
base diameter. Bespoke consultations are available
on request. (Prices may vary subject to the materials
used and all sizes are approximate).

Images courtesy of Penny Young Photography
www.pennyyoungphotography.com
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

Call Amanda at Brooch Bride: 07738 262211,
enquiries@broochbride.co.uk
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It’s all in the

venue

Exchange Vows in the Glorious Garden
of England.

Nestled in 200 acres of beautiful Kent countryside, Tudor
Park, a Marriott Hotel and Country Club offers mouthwatering cuisine, exceptional service, stylish guestrooms
and perfect picture opportunities, making you wedding
day truly memorable.
Host your ceremony or reception in one of our stunning
event rooms, with space for up to 200 guests. We have
a selection of suites, which are flexible and can be
arranged to suit your special occasion featuring natural
daylight, air-conditioning, lighting and AV facilities, as
well as an outdoor patio area and private bars.
Helping to create dream weddings and treasured
memories for years, each and every member of the
team will ensure that your day is special and will assist
you in selecting a tailor made wedding package just
for you! Stylish function suites that can hold up to 180
banquet guests, mouth-watering cuisine prepared
with locally sourced produce, tasteful guestrooms,
complimentary use of the leisure club and fully
equipped spa will make your big day truly memorable.

A feast to remember

Your wedding breakfast is an expression of your
individual style and tastes. Tudor Park offer an inspiring
array of delicious, contemporary and classic dishes
prepared by talented chefs, who will work with you to
create an exciting custom-designed menu, including

special child-friendly
options to keep the
little ones happy and...
cope with eclectic or
unconventional tastes!
Wine and menu tasting
sessions with the Head
Chef prior to your big
day are also available.

Wedded bliss

After a wonderful day
of celebrations, relax in
comfort on a luxurious
king-size bed dressed
with Egyptian cotton,
plush duvet and fluffy
feather pillows. Upgrade
to the Golf View
Premium or Milgate Suite
with spectacular views across Tudor Park’s sweeping
grounds. Start your new life together with complimentary
champagne, luxury chocolates and a bouquet of
flowers.

You’ll always remember your wedding day.
We’ll always remember every detail.
Contact the wedding planning team on
01622 734334 or visit www.marriotttudorpark.co.uk
Tudor Park, A Marriott Hotel and Country Club
Ashford Road, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 4NQ
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Aisle of Dreams WeddingCars
The Spirit Fleet’
Let Us Make Your Dreams
Come True
See website for other choices and call for
availability and prices on

01622 743744 or 07986 455357 / 07803 700070
aisleofdreamscars@yahoo.co.uk
www.ailseofdreamscars.co.uk

TREASURED MEMORIES ‘TUDOR’ STYLE
Exchange Vows in the Glorious Garden of England. Nestled in 200 acres of beautiful Kent
countryside, Tudor Park offers mouth watering cuisine, Marriott exceptional service, stylish
guestrooms and perfect picture opportunities, making your wedding day truly memorable.

For more information Call 01622 632006
Tudor Park, A Marriott Hotel & Country Club, Ashford Road, Bearsted, Kent, ME14 4NQ MarriottTudorPark.co.uk

venue

way...

Leading the

The team at Leeds Castle are thrilled to have been
awarded ‘Wedding Venue of the Year – Heritage’
at the recent Kent Wedding Awards ceremony. Up
against some of the most popular wedding venues in
Kent, the judges were looking for “the venue that
really ‘goes the extra mile’ for the couple.”
“The loveliest castle in the world”, in the judges’
opinion, offers all the benefits of a fairy-tale wedding
without missing out on modern day comforts.
Fantastic attention to every detail, delicious menu
options and elegant, well cared for halls and rooms
to marry in, that looked equally beautiful in daylight or
candlelight.”
Hospitality Business Manager, Debbie Matthews said
“Winning the historic venue award is an accolade
we are very proud of. Leeds Castle is undoubtedly a
magical venue for a wedding celebration. It takes
more than looks to be an award winning venue. The
team look after the couple and their families during the
months of planning and throughout the day to ensure
we have exceeded their expectations and given them
a day they will never forget.”
Located near Maidstone in Kent, Leeds Castle rises
majestically from the still waters of its moat. Surrounded
by 500 acres of parkland and gardens, this is an idyllic
setting for the most romantic of weddings and the
excitement begins the moment you arrive on your
wedding day.
An impressive array of rooms in the castle or the
16th century Maiden’s Tower are available for your
ceremony and evening reception, while the extensive
lawns can accommodate marquees for larger
celebrations. The castle’s Banqueting and Fairfax Halls
are inspiring settings for evening soirées.
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Photos: David Fenwick

Wedding packages, carefully designed to cater for
a full range of budgets and guest numbers, allow the
award winning team to create a tailored package to
suit your individual wishes.
Finishing touches include musical entertainment,
stunning flower arrangements, together with wines
and champagnes from the castle’s extensive Norman
cellars. Your photographer will capture stunning
images in the spectacular grounds of the estate too.
Stay overnight in one of the magnificently furnished
state bedrooms, many with traditional four poster
beds and large original en-suite, art deco bathrooms.
Breath-taking views across the moat and parkland
are spectacular. Alternatively, the Maiden’s Tower
has five stunning period, ‘contemporary twist’ style
en-suite bedrooms boasting peaceful views of
the golf course and estate. Holiday cottages and
Stable Courtyard bedrooms offer the ideal overnight
accommodation for your guests.
To begin your fairy-tale future together, let Leeds
Castle lead the way. Please contact the Leeds Castle
Weddings Co-ordination Team on 01622 767813 or
visit www.leedscastleweddings.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

Create your own history...
Discover why the loveliest castle in the world is the perfect setting for your
dream wedding. Inclusive packages from £6,950 available now. For further
information or to book a show round, visit leedscastleweddings.com
Delicious
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FacebookTwitter

MySpace Retweet

Retweet

01622 767877 | hospitality@leeds-castle.co.uk
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Photograph by ajwilliamsphotography.co.uk, BA (Hons) Photography
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...a truly unique location

Prince’s and the Lodge at Prince’s is set in a unique coastal location in
Sandwich Bay and offers a wonderful ambient venue for your Wedding Day.
Our highly acclaimed Chef, Sandwich born, Michael Fowler, who trained under Marco Pierre
White and Rick Stein, will present a locally sourced menu aligned to the quality in our 2 AA
Rosette restaurant, the Brasserie on the Bay or overlooking the Bay in the Prince’s Suite at the
Clubhouse. He will also be delighted to design a menu inspired by your suggestions for your
special day.
Whether a reception for 20 or 150 guests, we provide an exceptional service to ensure your big
day is one you will cherish forever…

www.princesgolfclub.co.uk
email h.smith@princesgolfclub.co.uk
or call +44 (0) 1304 611118

Prince’s Golf Club, Sandwich Bay, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9QB

sophist
icat
ion...

Discerning

grooms

Explore the seductive collection of luxurious sterling
silver and amber jewellery that mixes classic designs
with contemporary style. Choose from a range of
sterling silver cufflinks, tie clips or rings - perfect for that
all-important occasion, your wedding day!
The exclusive, unique and original Monartti ‘Once
Upon a Time’ Collection reflects refined beauty,
subtle forms, and striking tones. Stunning finishing
touches to your wedding day look, the range is
created with cognac ambers, creamy butterscotch
interpretations and deep mysterious mahogany
amber palettes all set within hallmarked sterling silver.
Collection price range: £50 - £7000 as well as POA for
bespoke items
For unequalled and discerning sophistication
captured in a luxurious jewel with a modern touch,
visit www.monartti.com

Photography courtesy of Lifestyle
photography: Eastman Productions.
Models: Fabio Vassallo & Lisa Marie
Thompson
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AMBER FACTFILE
Amber is a truly spectacular and intriguing gemstone believed to have the
power of the sun by healing illnesses and exhaustion, regulating metabolism,
boosting optimism and friendship, bringing luck and victory, and offering
protection against evil spirits. Baltic Amber is created from fossilised tree resin,
containing extinct insects, leaves and flowers and it comes in variety of shapes,
sizes and colours - from pale yellow, white, butterscotch, through cognac,
brown and sometimes black to the most uncommon colours red cherry, blue,
and green amber. The natural origins of these amazing gemstones mean that
every piece is different and so is unique. The amber used within the Monartti
collection is amongst the finest amber sourced throughout the world and
represents more than 45 million years of history.
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Oakwood House

for weddings as individual as you

A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree-lined gardens offering experienced staff, elegant rooms,
exquisite menus and lavish accommodation. Oakwood House is simply the perfect venue for your wedding.
•

A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to

•

help you plan your dream day
•

Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning

•

Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic
opportunities

Ceremony and reception suites are available for both
intimate and large parties of up to 300 guests

•

40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available
for you and your guests

•

Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities

Wed

Wedding
Fayre
Sunday 9th
February &
Sunday 8 June
10.30am til 4.00pm

Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone Kent ME16 8AE t:01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w:oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk

CHIDDINGSTONE CASTLE

www.devlinphotos.co.uk

Wedding Fair

Sunday 23 March

www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk

+44 (0)1892 872744

Dress to

impress...

venue dressing

Every bride dreams of looking her breathtaking best
on her wedding day but it shouldn’t just end there.
Every wedding demands attention to detail. Chair
décor, although often overlooked, can transform
even a standard folding chair into a beautiful part
of your wedding day detail. Whether used as a
focal point at your wedding or as a complimentary
addition to your decor, swags, bows and decorations
are not to be overlooked. With an endless range
of variations and ideas available, you are sure to find
a way to dress up your wedding chairs according to
your style, theme, and budget.

Flair for Chairs, a family run business, based in Kent,
will ensure your wedding venue decor and reception
looks every bit as wonderful as you. They will supply
and fit chair covers and sashes, on a hire basis, to
co-ordinate with your colour scheme, creating a
beautifully dressed venue to wow your guests! The
initial consultation is no obligation and completely
free of charge and you will soon realize that the
possibilities are endless.

Table centre pieces and wishing trees are also
available for hire, including the Manzanita wishing
tree, which offers a wonderfully unique alternative
to the classic guestbook and looks beautiful in any
room. Prices (which include set up and collection)
start from £2.50 per chair for covers and sashes and
from £3.00 for table decor.

To bring the magic to your big day, and to enjoy
a friendly and professional service, visit
www.flairforchairs.co.uk or
telephone Kirsty on 07856 705405
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Winters Barns

We all know that November, January and February are quiet

Visit us at Winters Barns for our Wedding Fayre on
Sunday 2nd of March 2014 - 11.00am until 4.00pm

For an unforgettable country wedding

www.winters-barns.co.uk
Winters Barns is the perfect romantic setting for
anyone seeking exclusive use of a secluded wedding
venue.
The charming barns with vaulted, beamed ceilings
dating back to 1690 can accommodate up to 150
guests. The stunning grounds, are located in the heart
of the beautiful Kent countryside, just outside the
historic town of Canterbury.
With a dedicated team on site and partnerships with
some of the best caterers in the South East, Winters
Barns will provide you with the most attentive service
and care and a wedding day that is exceptional in
every aspect.
*

Exclusive Hire

* Licensed for Civil Ceremonies and
Partnerships
* Luxury Bridal Cottage and Bridal Salon
Outside Ceremonies and Partnerships in the
*
old Cart Barn
* Beautiful Gardens and Grounds
* Dedicated Venue Co-ordinator
Conveniently located close to Canterbury’s
*
hotels
Car Parking and excellent transport links to
* the rest of Kent and London
To arrange a visit, have an informal meeting to
discuss your requirements, or request our wedding
brochure please contact us.
Winters Barns, Nackington Road, Canterbury,
Kent, CT4 7AY

01227 472581
events@winters-barns.co.uk

01233 822449 | 07754 705679
helenbatt@yahoo.co.uk
www.helenbattphotography.com

Perfect for any fairy tale wedding…
The

Russell
Hotel

• Exceptional wedding venue
• Receptions & ceremonies
• Beautiful landscaped gardens
• Dedicated wedding planner
• Modern international cuisine

01622 692221 | www.therussellhotel.com | events@therussellhotel.com

BEST WESTERN The Russell Hotel,
136 Boxley Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 2AE

AJM Vintage Cars
Make your wedding even more special...

Travel in luxury...
arrive in style...
For a professional, friendly and reliable service

01732 763320
Visit our website to see our full portfolio
of Vintage and Classic cars

www.ajmvintagecars.co.uk

Oakley House
Banqueting Suite and Conference Facilities

Y our perfect 2014
wedding venue is now
licensed for
weddings outside!
• Licensed for Wedding and Civil
Partnership Ceremonies
• We cater for all Wedding Services from
Civil to Hindu Ceremonies
• Banqueting Suite can seat up to 350
• Large Bar Area
• Oakley House is licensed for outdoor ceremonies
in our beautiful Gazebo as pictured below
Oakley House Banqueting Suite and Conference Centre is
situated just two miles outside of Bromley at Bromley Common.
A characteristic 19th century Manor House, it is set in its own
beautiful gardens and now, for the first time, you can have your
ceremony under the eaves of our hand-crafted Gazebo “the perfect place to hold your ceremony in the beautiful
summer sunshine.”
Whether inside or out the wedding venue will be tastefully
decorated and the spacious banqueting hall can accommodate up to
350 guests. A wide range of reasonably priced menus, all provided
by our own superb in-house caterers, are available.
So whether you choose Oakley House to host your full wedding,
partnership ceremony or just your reception let us make your special
day one to remember forever.

The

Ration Book
Bride

Call Heather or see our website for more information.

Vintage crockery hire
in Kent and
The Home Counties

aw_emily postcard A6.indd 1

03/06/2013 10:15

Vintage crockery hire

for all occasions, working
Ration book

/ budget.

Contact Emily Gerrish:

therationbook bride@gmail. com

or call:

aw_emily postcard A6.indd 2

07747 762348

We also sell

Vintage

Pieces!

For more information
please visit

www.facebook. com/TheRation Book Bride

03/06/2013 10:15

358 Bromley Common
Bromley, Kent BR2 8HA
020 8462 9292
www.oakleyhouse.co.uk
info@oakleyhouse.co.uk

At The Expeditional we specialise in vintage London bus hire
for your special day. Our beautifully restored buses add a touch
of magic to your day. Spend more time together and travel
with ease. Each Routemaster can carry 72 passengers.
We serve North West Kent and the London area.
Visit our website for a personalised quote.

www.theexpeditional.com

Telephone: 0203 289 2697

real wedding

at first sight…..

Amanda Wilson fell in love with her wedding dress from the moment she first tried it on!
Luckily, she’d already met Michael Rose, the man of her dreams whilst on a night out in
Canterbury with her friends in July 2009. Michael and Amanda’s friends met and the couple
spent a few hours chatting, resulting in a friendship that grew throughout the summer. Their
relationship blossomed and in August 2012, Michael proposed…on his birthday.
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The proposal

To celebrate Michael’s birthday in August 2012, the
couple were enjoying a short break in London. During
a celebratory meal at ‘Galvin La Chapelle’, (after the
main course to be precise!), Michael dropped down
on one knee and proposed. Amanda was taken
completely by surprise and was even more amazed
to find that her grandmother’s engagement ring,
which she had always adored, had, due to its age,
been completely rebuilt for her. (Unbeknownst to her,
Michael had been in “negotiation” with the family
about the ring for some time!)

The planning

The couple wanted a clean, classic and elegant
wedding with no themes or gimmicks and they
worked hard to focus on the detail needed to
achieve the traditional wedding of their dreams.

THE dress!

Amanda “ended up with the first one I tried on and
looking back I completely fell in love with it from that
moment” and says “ I went to four or five other shops,
trying on many, many more but eventually realised I
was just looking for another that I liked as much as the
first!” .
Sticking to instinct, she returned to the first shopEllie Sanderson in Beaconsfield, and put what had
become THE dress back on and “it just felt perfect”.
The dress was called “Gracie” by Suzanne Neville
and Amanda “never wanted to take it off after each
fitting!” She completed her look with a short veil and
a handmade headpiece designed by Polly Edwards,
who even gave Amanda inspiration for her hairstyle;
shoes were by Jenny Packham.

Bridesmaids’ dresses!

Amanda asked the bridesmaids beforehand what
they preferred to wear which helped her narrow the
choice down from the beginning. “The girls were
great as they gave me feedback on different dresses,
but ultimately left the final decision to me. As my
48

dress was quite simple, I wanted some detail on theirs
and found the perfect solution by ‘Dessy’, in Jodi’s
of Canterbury. I originally planned a dusky purple
colour but when they tried the oyster colour, I was
immediately taken with how understated but elegant
they looked. The detail came in the silvery lace
overlay on the dress, and I gave the girls bracelets,
hair combs and earrings to add even more sparkle”.

Michael and his party!

The groom’s party opted for a classic style, three
piece suit with tails from Tupper Tux Suit Hire in
Canterbury. Vivienne from Tuppers Tux, aware they
didn’t want too much colour, helped them select
a nicely cut, well fitted, light grey woollen suit with
matching waistcoat: perfectly in keeping with the
understated, elegant look they were seeking.
The photographer! “Catherine Hill came highly
recommended and we were very impressed with
her style of photography”. The couple felt the most
connection with Catherine and so working with her
was easy too…” almost relaxing”. Having already
enjoyed their engagement shoot a few months prior,
during the wedding they hardly noticed she was
there, although she managed to get some fabulous
shots. “After the honeymoon, Catherine made the
whole process of selecting images for the album
simple too as her ideas were very sympathetic with
ours”.

The reception!

The couple had seen many venues before and were
on the verge of delaying the wedding for another
year to give them more time to find their dream
location. After attending a wedding show at Lympne
Castle in Kent, they both fell in love with the place
and couldn’t believe their luck when the castle
had availability on the date they wanted! “It has so
much history and the most amazing sea views and
we loved that we could have exclusive use. “Huge
fireplaces, massive full height windows and so many
beautiful touches”. With so much character, the
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Beautiful, natural, stylish
wedding photography

Contact: 07767 334084
www.thesoulmonkeys.com
www.facebook.com/thesoulmonkeys

01227 832348 / 07753 741268
e: ch@catherinehillphotography.co.uk
w: www.catherinehillphotography.co.uk

Coltsford Mill offers the best of a classic country barn
wedding with an elegant, contemporary finish.
The unique Mill room is a fantastic intimate setting for
civil ceremonies, this hidden gem is set in a secluded location
within the valley of the river Eden.
Coltsford Mill offer the highest standard in bespoke weddings
in this unique, historic waterside venue.
Late availability bookings being taken now for 2103 & 2014.
Tel: 01883 716354
Email: events@coltsfordmill-weddings.co.uk
Coltsford Mill, Hurst Green, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9DG

St Julians Club
St Julians Country Club is located in a beautiful manor
house which was built in the early 1800’s. Tucked
away behind Knole Park in Sevenoaks, the house sits
in acres of beautiful gardens and woodland, and has
outstanding views across the Medway Valley, creating an
exceptional backdrop.
Our extensive grounds, spectacular views and eclectic
mix of architecture give St Julians Club a delightful oldworld charm with a unique twist. Whether you’re enjoying
our warm cosy spaces in the winter, or champagne on our
terraces in warmer months, St Julians is an ideal location
for your wedding.
For dinner, we can seat up to 60 guests in the Lounge, or up
to 100 guests by using the adjoining Victorian Conservatory
with its extraordinary canopy of wisteria. French doors

open on to a private terrace for celebratory drinks and
canapés before your meal, for which we provide a bespoke
menu and accompanying pre-dinner drinks hand-picked by
our sommelier. An evening reception with a live band or DJ
adds the finishing touch to your day!
We understand that your wedding day is uniquely special
and we are proud to make it unforgettable for you and
your guests. Our wedding co-ordinators each have over
15 years’ experience; one will be with you every step of the
way and will be on hand to ensure that your day is flawless.

THE PERFECT VENUE
FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY

01732 458261 • INFO@STJULIANS.CO.UK

WWW.STJULIANS.CO.UK

after the breakfast, serving it immediately
with tea and coffee. 120 guests enjoyed a
more relaxed feel in the evening with a hog
roast. The cake returned for guests wanting
to sample all the flavours! “The staff were
incredibly helpful and made sure everything
ran smoothly allowing us to enjoy the day”.
Amanda’s highlight of the day? “All of it!
There was not one element that stood out as
everything was exactly how we wanted it to
be. But if pushed… toastmaster Trevor, the
Master of Ceremonies, compered well and
really made the Wedding Breakfast, helping
the mother and father of the bride both give
their speeches, followed by Michael, and
then Jon, his best man

Couple’s ‘Top Tip’!
castle “needed no theme”, and the couple simply
added “quite a neutral feel to enhance the beautiful
backdrop”.
The entertainment!
Knowing exactly what they wanted, and in keeping
with the rest of the wedding, the couple chose a
simple, but good live band for the evening. The Soul
Monkeys, a 7 piece ‘feel good’ funky soul band,
with a ”less performance, more entertainment”
style, were a hit. Their first dance featured a solo
performance by one of their good friends, Mark
Taylor, a singer and songwriter, who, taking a
break from guest duties, performed their chosen
song with his acoustic guitar.
The cake! Apart from knowing that the cake
should be “completely white and elegant”,
the couple , guided by the “lovely Colin” from
Colin’s Cakes in Kent ,decided on four layers,
all with different flavours; vanilla sponge with
raspberry jam, chocolate with vanilla cream,
Sicilian lemon and a fruit cake on the top to
keep. “Colin was fantastic, suggesting the
flavours and the best balance for decoration,
allowing them something different on every
layer. The fantastic white ceramic cake topper
of a couple dancing fitted perfectly”.

“There is nothing we’d change; the whole
experience was amazing. Don’t over think it –
remember the day is for you. Don’t be led, but
listen to the advice of experts… and remember,
even when you get back from your honeymoon,
there’s still a lot
to do…”

The night before…

Amanda stayed with family and bridesmaids in
a cottage on the grounds of the castle the night
before the wedding, so it was only a few steps to the
church and then another few into the castle for the
reception.

The BIG day: Saturday, 3rd August 2013,

Amanda Wilson and Michael Rose
The couple enjoyed a traditional church service at St.
Stephen’s Church, situated next to Lympne Castle.
Amanda’s sister, Lindsay and sister-in-law, Sara were
bridesmaids and best friend Melissa, Maid of Honour.
VIP bridesmaid, Amanda’s daughter, Olivia, was
“almost more excited than me”. Following a moving
ceremony, the party dined on Parma ham wrapped
chicken or leg of lamb followed by a choice of
amazing desserts. The newlyweds cut the cake
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine
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Going t
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he Chapel

travel

‘ANGSANA Laguna Phuket’ sets the stage for celebrating everlasting
Situated on the most desirable part of Phuket’s
west coast with a beautiful stretch of sandy beach,
Angsana Laguna Phuket offers a picturesque setting
for a romantic wedding or renewal of vows. The
function spaces include Angsana Ballroom, Poolside
Garden, XANA Beach Club as well as Angsana
Wedding Chapel - the only lagoon chapel on Phuket
Island.

love

Wedding Chapel
Measuring 79 square metres with accommodation of
up to 50 guests, the Angsana Wedding Chapel is a
charming, Thai-styled chapel surrounded by stunning
panoramic views of the sparkling lagoon and white
sandy beach. The airy, light interior with its white colour
scheme evokes an atmosphere of purity.
Flooded by natural sunlight, the Chapel’s side walls
feature sliding glass doors that can be opened for an
alfresco ambience, or closed to enjoy air-conditioned
comfort without sacrificing the stunning lagoon views.
With its loft ceiling, glass walls, sea backdrop, lush
tropical gardens and nearby beach, the chapel offers
countless photo opportunities. As a special touch,
guests can access the chapel by private vessel, making
the arrival and departure even more dramatic and
memorable.

XANA Beach
Club is known for its sleek modern décor, a state of
the art sound system and a 35-metre swim-up pool
bar with built-in LED lighting. The combination of the
three fills the space with an impressive display of
changeable colourful LED lights, giving a fashionable

60
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and sophisticated feel to the venue. XANA Beach Club
features a large function space that can be split into
four areas for more intimate ceremonies. The beachfront
area offers a front row view of the Andaman Sea, while
the second storey rooftop deck offers a spectacular
perch for taking in sunsets and is suited for small groups
of 120 guests. The lawn and lagoon deck, featuring a
picture-perfect view of an expansive view of Bangtao
bay beyond, can accommodate up to 600 guests.

Centrally located within the
resort, the Poolside Garden sits right by the lagoon
offering an outdoor setting for small ceremonies.
The manicured lawn allows great flexibility and can
be rearranged in a number of ways to suit different
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Wedding Package

Angsana Laguna Phuket offers signature wedding
packages to help you create everlasting memories and
enjoy your big day. Book £1,961 ++ Wedding Package
and receive the following inclusions:

requirements. For those that prefer an indoor space, the
Angsana Ballroom can accommodate up to 400 guests
for a grand reception. It can also be divided into two
function spaces for intimate occasions.
Angsana Laguna Phuket offers 404 rooms with ten
different room categories ranging from 40 to 490 square
metres including 287 rooms, 81 one- and two-bedroom
lofts and suites, and 36 three- and four-bedroom
residences. Each of them is equipped with spacious
living areas, private terraces, and an inviting décor
coupled with premium amenities.

Y

Welcome with Anchan drink and traditional
bracelet upon arrival

Y

Personal Assistant for Wedding Planning

Y

Complimentary room upgrade for bride & groom to
Angsana One-Bedroom Loft

Y

Round trip airport transfer for bride & groom

Y

Thai or Western Style blessing ceremony

Y

Master of Ceremonies

Y

Venue decoration with tropical flowers

Y

Bridal Bouquet

Y

Corsage for groom and three corsages for
groomsmen

Y

Wedding cake (five pounds)

Y

One bottle of sparkling wine on wedding day at
ceremony

Y

Hair and make-up for bride on wedding day

Y

Photographer for 2 hours with CD of taken photos

Y

Photo print size 4” X 6” for 100 pictures in album

Y

120 minutes spa massage for one couple at
Angsana Spa

Y

Romantic dinner for one couple with one bottle of
house red or white wine

Y

Romantic set-up in room on the wedding night

Y

Breakfast in bed after the wedding day

Y

Congratulations Wedding Certificate from Angsana
Laguna Phuket

Y

Wedding Gift from Angsana Gallery

Western & Oriental (www.westernoriental.com / 020
7666 1234) is offering seven nights at Angsana Laguna
Phuket from £1,124 per person. This price includes
a 10% early booking discount and is applicable on
accommodation in a Laguna Room with daily breakfast
and private return airport transfers, economy flights from
Heathrow with Etihad Airways. Valid 01 May – 15 July
2014 and must be booked 30 days in advance.
Enquiries and reservations services for Angsana Laguna
Phuket may be made via reservations-lagunaphuket@
angsana.com or telephone +66 7632 4101.
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the face behind...

Born out of love...

After searching for something to fulfill her
creative ways and passion for delicate,
pretty things, Ali stumbled across
cupcake fever and was soon producing
tiny little works of art for family and
friends.
Whilst completing her Masters Diploma,
she also had the privilege of studying beside top cake
designers including Zoe Clarke and the fabulous sugar
artist Carlos Lischetti.
The Little Sugar Box, founded in 2012, showcases Ali’s
attention to detail and fantastic eye for colour, along
with her patience and ability to capture a bride’s vision
and dreams. She has a truly personal approach and
works closely with her brides, their florist and venue.
She will work with you to create a beautiful, mouthwatering cake to complement your special day.
Everything is freshly baked to order, using only the
highest quality ingredients. Each tier is lovingly layered
together with delicious homemade buttercreams and
luxury jams.
When you see her cakes, “Tying the Knot”, “Pink Ruffles”
and “Rose Garden”, to name but a few, you just know
Ali favoured pink when she was a little girl!
To discuss your once in a lifetime design,
contact Ali on 0779 5554273 or view her gallery at
www.thelittlesugarbox.com

English countryside provided the inspiration for Kent
florist ‘Emily & Me’, owned by Samantha Reynolds,
who has a passion for flowers. Trained in Knightsbridge
with celebrity florist and author Judith Blacklock,
Samantha’s wild and non-conformist style has a little
bit of London chic. This bespoke
florist creates beautiful wedding
flowers which are both individual
and inspirational.
Samantha’s skills and talents allow
her to create beautiful designs
that make the most of your budget
too. If you want help with the day
itself, ‘Emily & Me’ offer on the day
styling for those magical finishing
touches.
Outstanding customer service, listening and delivering
exactly what you want has been her motto.
Free consultations can take place in the comfort
of your own home or from her fully equipped Hythe
workshop. All flowers are ordered in to your exact
specification, especially for you. Designs are as
bespoke and different as each of her customers and
every design starts with your ideas ensuring that each
finished item is as individual as you. All bouquets,
arrangements or tiny buttonholes are created with as
much care as the last. Samantha wants you to love
her creations as much as she does.
To arrange your consultation and bring together your
ideas, call Sam, 07581 294387 or visit her at
www.EmilyandMe.co.uk

Creating your vision...

Hitting the right note...

Tying the knot…

Dreaming of spectacular flowers
that stand out from the crowd?
Dora Kovacs , with a wealth of
experience in leading New York
and London event companies
for high profile clients and events
worldwide, launched ‘Event and
Floral Design’ in 2009.
Based on the Surrey/Kent borders,
she is dedicated to creating your
vision and fashioning beautiful,
unique designs and displays. Old world inspiration
meets modern design and a passion for quality.
Every arrangement, large or small, is built on Dora’s
philosophy to utilise whimsical and unique elements
to create spectacular designs. Inspired by nature,
fashion, art, history and culture, her designs embody
vintage, modern or rustic features to bring your ideas
to reality.
Available for commercial as well as personal work
bedecking venues of all sizes, Dora’s talents will be
personally crafted to your requirements, reflecting your
individual and personality.
This service begins over the telephone to discuss
your initial ideas and floral requirements. This is then
followed by a meeting at the venue, where a full
consultation will take place.
Let your memorable experience begin, visit
www.dorakovacs.com or call on 07944 093 962
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Music, the universal language of love, is an important
part of any wedding. Guests will feel welcomed, you’ll
feel calm and the day will be in perfect harmony.
Musicians relish the opportunity to perform and play for
people that want to hear them. Their sole purpose is to
make your day special and exactly as you want it.
Multi-talented musician and West End singer Marie Kelly loves to perform and her extensive vocal repertoire
including classical, operatic, folk, jazz, blues, musical
theatre and traditional
Irish, in keeping with her
Tipperary heritage.
Her other passion, as a
Celtic/ Irish harper, also
includes a diverse range
of harp music including ‘Arrival of the Queen
of Sheba’ and ‘Pachelbel’s Canon to ‘My Heart
will go on’ and ‘ The Wind
Beneath my Wings’ to name but a few. Marie’s sound
system ensures those delicate top notes float through
in the trickiest acoustically challenged venues.
She has an MA from Trinity College in Dublin and
one from Kings College, London and the R.A.D.A. and
was simply born to perform.
Let her show you why she’d make your day magical...
visit www.mariekelly.co.uk or
telephone: 01304 202544 / 07703 207878
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL magazine

Butterflies & Bows

Flowers, balloons and decorations
for all occasions

We make your wedding
stylish, special and affordable
• Beautiful and affordable fresh
and silk flowers
• Creative helium & air filled
balloon displays
• Imaginative, elegant decorations
for tables and walls
• Wonderful table centres
• Starlight backdrop
• Chair covers
• Single local supplier for all
your requirements
• Friendly reliable service with
competitive prices
• Special package discounts

Contact
us now!

01342 892392 07717 527923
info@butterfliesandbows.co.uk
www.butterfliesandbows.co.uk

Contact Alison directly on
07795 554 273
alison@thelittlesugarbox.com
or to see our designs visit
www.thelittlesugarbox.com

Wild for Flowers
YOUR WEDDING IS GOING TO BE FABULOUS
AND YOUR FLOWERS HAVE TO BE TOO....

Folkestone Shop 1b Town Walk, Cheriton Place, Folkestone, CT20 2AD
Opening Hours - Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm

Tel: 01303 226 600
www.wildforﬂowers.com

Making Dreams Come True...
The Mercure Tunbridge Wells is a charming Oast House licensed for civil ceremonies for a small and intimate
wedding or a large reception.
Set in the Weald of Kent, on the outskirts of Tunbridge Wells & village of Pembury, our flexible wedding
packages allow for your day to tailored to suit your needs.
To ensure your dreams become reality, we are dedicated to making your special day perfect and as individual as
you are.
Whether you are planning a Civil Ceremony, Traditional Church Service or Civil Partnership, we recognise that
every wedding is different. We are completely flexible and happy to discuss your specific requirements to ensure
that our beautiful hotel provides imagination, flair and the perfect setting.

Mercure Tunbridge Wells

8 Tonbridge Road, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 4QL

0844 815 9074 | www.mercuretunbridgewells.co.uk
Csales.mercuretunbridgewells@jupiterhotels.co.uk

The perfect wedding...

The Secret Garden can be found hidden away in a romantic cobbled courtyard surrounded by
mature trees and beautiful walled Victorian gardens - the perfect venue for your perfect day.
We can take care of every aspect of your wedding, from the ceremony to your dream menu.
The Coach House can accommodate up to 70 guests for a Wedding Breakfast and a further 50
guests in the evening. The Coach House has large double doors that open on to the south-facing
covered terrace that has views over the walled gardens. From April to October our marquee can seat
up to 30 and is easily extended to cater for 100 guests for a wedding breakfast and a further 50
guests in the evening. For more intimate gatherings, our new Victorian Glass House with its own
private gardens is perfect for 26-30 guests.
For more information, please visit www.secretgardenkent.co.uk

The Secret Garden
Hythe Road (A20), Mersham le Hatch
Nr Ashford, Kent TN25 6NH
01233 501586
events@secretgardenkent.co.uk
www.secretgardenkent.co.uk

Wedding Award Winners & Finalists for 2013
Bridal Tiaras & Accessories Award
Magpie Accessories - Winner
Kay Mason Designs
Master of Ceremonies Award
Nikki & Jonathan Curran- Your Toastmasters - Winner
Peter Thompson
Menswear Retailer of the Year
Slaters - Winner
Birchington Suit Hire
Cheeks
Most Stylish Arrival Award
Drayhorse Shires - Winner
Aisle of Dreams
Forever Wedding Cars
Just Dandy Horse & Carriage
USA Cop Cars
Wedding Beauty Award
Wedding Makeup by Nicola - Winner
Ana Hughes
Flame Beauty
Lucy Jayne Makeup
Wedding Cake Designer of the Year
Cakesy and Bakesy - Winner
All Shapes and Slices Cake Company
Cake Mountain
Creative Cakes
Cupcake Avenue
Sophisticakes
Tasha’s Tasty Treats
The Little Touches
Wedding Dress Retailer of the Year
Abigail’s - Winner
Birchington Brides & Suit Hire
Country Brides of Faversham
Crystal Fairy Company
Frou Frou Bridal Boutique
Heading up the Aisle
Isabella Grace
Wedding DJ of the Year
Discologic - Winner
Apollo Funk
Bee Jay Entertainments
Bromley Wedding DJ
Choice Entertainment
Disco-Tech
Wedding Florist of the Year
Distinctly Floral - Winner
Broadview Florist
Chic Weddings
Contemporary Flowers
Gorgeous Floral Design
Passion
The Kent Flower Company
Wedding Hair Styling Award
Vicki Lord - Winner
Davenport Weddings
Kim Henderson
Wedding Photographer of the Year
David Fenwick Photography - Winner
David King Photography
Go West Photography
Helen England Photography
Howling Basset
I Will Weddings
Level 11 Photography
Louisa Dettmer
Matt Rock Photography
Prestige Wedding Photographers
Rebecca Douglas Photography
Tony Gameiro Photography
Yvette Craig Photography
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kent wedding awards

Wedding Planner of the Year
Pippa Taylor - Nova Wedding Planning - Winner
Anna Pomeroy - Tudor Park- A Marriott Hotel & Country Club
Sarah Poole - SP Wedding Events
Sophie Welsh - Leeds Castle
The Wedding Dolls
WOW Wedding Company
Wedding Ring Retailer Award
Bliss Rings - Winner
Alba Rose
COO Jewellers
Rings Rock
Wedding Stationery & Favours of the Year
Wildflower Favours - Winner
Henry and Flora Wedding Stationery
Sarah’s Cardbox
The Little Touches
Wedding Venue of the Year
The Orangery - Winner
Chiddingstone Castle
Chilston Park Hotel
Darenth Valley
Hadlow Manor Hotel
Hayne Barn House
Leeds Castle
Little Silver Country Hotel
Lympne Castle
The Barn Yard
The Old Kent Barn
Tudor Park - A Marriott Hotel & Country Club
Wedding Venue of the Year – Boutique
The Barn - Winner
Brandshatch Place
Rowhill Grange
Wedding Venue of the Year – Heritage
Leeds Castle - Winner
Bradbourne House
Chiddingstone Castle
Lympne Castle
Port Lympne Mansion and Gardens
The Charlton Park Foundation
The Lost Village of Dode
The Ward Room
Wedding Venue Styling Award
Chic Weddings - Winner
Sashes & Centrepieces
The Creative Venue
Your Beautiful Day
Wedding Videographer of the Year
I Will Weddings - Winner
AMC Video
Anneka Ireland Videography
Bar Productions
Cut Above Productions
Gold Band Films
TDH Media
YC Cinematography
Wedding WOW Factor Award
Apollo Funk - Winner
Discologic
Etienne Pradier French Magician
Just Two Flute and Harp Duo
Perfect Day Marquees
TDH Media
USA Cop Cars
Kent’s Most Romantic Couple
Toni Pitt & Steven Harris
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Lightning Video Disco
The Wedding & Party Specialists

Professional video disco for any event
When you can’t afford to get it wrong

Lightning Video Disco is one of the largest independent operators of mobile
disco and karaoke entertainment in the south of England. With over 15 years
experience in the entertainment business, Lightning Video Disco
are not just DJs, we’re the professional party makers –
we provide the best entertainment for any occasion in any location.

Not just music, videos too, don’t just hear it see it!
Laser show, Karaoke, Corporate Functions, Kids Parties,
School Disco and Proms.

Phone: 01279 816609 Mobile: 07860 398895
www.lightningvideodisco.co.uk

