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ITS YOUR
BIG DAY...
You’ve found the dress and chosen the
venue but what about your hair?

FROM CLASSIC UP-DOS TO
ROMANTIC TOUSLED WAVES,
CREATE THE PERFECT LOOK
WITH ZEN HAIR LUXURY
TAPE EXTENSIONS!

TRANSFORM
YOUR HAIR
IN JUST
45 MINUTES
!
NO STRESS!
NO FUSS!

With over 30 colour options available in
the Zen Hair Luxury Series, theres a shade
to suit every bride to ensure the most
beautiful and natural look come your
wedding day. Made from 100% human
hair, our Tape extensions perform just
like your natural hair, giving
you the flexibility to style
with heated tools and
appliances to create
the look you’ve been
dreaming of.

GET IN TOUCH
Zen Hair  Unit K  The Business Centre
Faringdon Avenue  Harold Hill,
Romford  Essex  RM3 8EN
call: 01708 376 482
info@zenhair.co  www.zenhair.co
Zen Hair_FPA_AB25.indd 1

01/04/2017 15:58

SPJ Events_FPA_AB24.indd 1

01/04/2017 16:00

Contents
47

Please visit our website for up-to-date information on
upcoming shows at www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

Spring/Summer 2017

50

30

40

13

5 main event CHELMSFORD CITY
RACECOURSE wedding show

42 ROLLING BACK THE YEARS – Retro hair
styling tips

78 WILDEST DREAMS – Port Lympne Hotel

6 WEDDING SHOWS – Catch the best
wedding suppliers at a venue near you

44 IT’S ALL ABOUT HUE – Hair colour care

84 ONCE UPON A TIME – Clearwell Castle

10 INTRO AND NEWS – Stats, facts and
breaking news you don’t want to miss!

FEATURES

136 ESSEX WEDDING AWARDS – Meet
the winners!

FASHION
13 MAKING AN IMPACT – Dramatic
wedding dresses
25 MATERNAL INSTINCT – Mother of the
bride style

47 SETTING THE TONE – Venue styling
suggestions
50 SEAL OF APPROVAL – The very best
wedding stationery
52 ALL YOUR HEART’S DESIRES – Scarlett
Heart Weddings & Events
54 ALL THE LITTLE THINGS – Venue
dressing extras

30 FROM EAR TO EAR – Statement earrings

58 IN THE FRAME – Photographer Marc
Godfree shares his scrapbook

32 SEVEN LOOKS FOR SEVEN BRIDES –
Whistles’ bridal launch

102 THE WISH LIST – Wedding registry
advice from John Lewis

34 THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF
WEDDING DRESS SHOPPING – A boutique
owner’s advice

106 CATCHING THE MOMENT –
Photographer Ella Violet talks weddings

98 GET THE LOOK – Visit the revamped
Martels Bridal Boutique

REAL WEDDINGS
36 LISA AND LUKE SAID “I DO” –
at Old Brook Barn
62 CEYLAN AND OZAN SAID “I DO” –
at Hyland House
92 KATIE AND MATTHEW SAID “I DO” –
at Braxted Park
126 STACEY AND CRAIG SAID “I DO” –
at Channels

4

132

108 POPPING CORKS AND FILLING FORKS
– Catering news
110 ONE MOMENT IN TIME – Jinks and
Flicks slow motion video booth
112 AS UNIQUE AS YOU – Jimmy Lee
Entertainments' services
116 GET ME TO THE CHURCH ON TIME –
Vintage Dreams Wedding Cars
130 THE PERFECT SEND-OFF – Hen party
inspiration and ideas

VENUES
60 GARDENS OF LOVE – Hutton Hall

BEAUTY

66 YOUR WEDDING, YOUR WAY –
Hanbury Manor

40 THE BEAUTY BOUTIQUE – Essential
beauty products and treatments

70 MAKE IT PERSONAL – That Amazing Place
74 SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL – Greenwoods

82 LIKE NO OTHER – Gaynes Park
86 ALWAYS IN SEASON – Lion Inn Hotel
88 FOR ALL SEASONS and BEYOND THE
SEA – Gilwell Park and The Grand

GROOMS
120 A DEEPER SHADE OF BLUE – Blue
suits available to hire from Moss Bros.
124 GROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT – Men’s
big-day grooming

TRAVEL
132 AN AEGEAN ESCAPE – Find romance
and relaxation at Halkidiki’s Miraggio
Thermal Spa Resort
134 WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR –
Disneyland Paris weddings and honeymoons
Published by Main Event Wedding Shows Ltd
No.1 & 2, Old Park Farm Business Centre,
Ford End, Chelmsford CM3 1LN
Tel: 01245 895470
Web: www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
Email: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
All rights reserved. No part of this magazine may be
reproduced without prior permission of the publisher.
We have taken care to attribute all work whether
written or photography to its rightful owner and we
therefore cannot take responsibility for any errors and/
or omissions throughout the publication. Price details
were correct at the time of going to press and are
subject to change.
Absolute Bridal is online. Please visit our website for
up-to-date information on upcoming shows at
www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL

Contents_AB25.indd 4

01/04/2017 16:02

SAVE THE DATE...
ONE OF THE LARGEST
WEDDING SHOWS IN ESSEX
Aaron Crowe Wedding Photography
www.aaroncrowe.co.uk

saturday 9th &
SUNDAY 10TH
SEPTEMBER, 2017
11am-3.30pm
OVER 150 STANDS
INCLUDING VENUES
FASHION SHOWS
12PM & 2PM
CHAMPAGNE BAR
LIVE MUSIC
FIRST 50 BRIDES
THROUGH THE
DOOR ON BOTH
DAYS WILL RECEIVE
A FREE WEDDING
PLANNING DIARY!
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PRE-REGISTER TO SAVE TIME ON THE DAY
WWW.MAINWEDDINGSANDEVENTS.CO.UK
TELEPHONE: 01245 895470
@THEMAINEVENTUK
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Spring shows
Sponsored by

Entertainment - lighting - decor
www.spjuk.com

2017

www.paul-hubbard.co.uk

www.coojewellers.com

hertfordshire

Essex
PONTLANDS PARK
SUNDAY 23rd APRIL

COLTSFOOT COUNTRY RETREAT
SUNDAY 23rd APRIL

West Hanningfield Road,
Great Baddow, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 8HR

(12.00 pm to 4.00 pm)

HYLANDS HOUSE
SUNDAY 7th MAY

GREAT HALLINGBURY MANOR
SUNDAY 14th MAY

GREENWOODS HOTEL
& SPA
SUNDAY 14th MAY

kent

Hylands Park, London Road,
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8WQ

Stock Road, Billericay,
Essex, CM4 9BE

Coltsfoot Lane, Bulls Green,
Datchworth, Herts SG3 6SB

Great Hallingbury, Bishop’s Stortford,

LYMPNE CASTLE
SUNDAY 23rd APRIL
The St, Lympne, Kent CT21 4LQ

COLVILLE HALL
SuNDAY 21ST MAY

Chelmsford Road, White Roding,
Essex CM6 1RQ

Pre-register online to receive free entry and your
copy of absolute bridal magazine
If you are a supplier and are interested in
exhibiting please contact our office for
availability on 01245 895470

norfolk
SPROWSTON MANOR
MARRIOTT HOTEL &
COUNTRY CLUB
SUNDAY 21st MAY
Wroxham Road, Norwich,
Norfolk NR7 8RP

ALL SHOWS RUN FROM 11AM - 3.00 PM UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
6
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Shows

Autumn shows

2017

Essex
ORSETT HALL HOTEL
SUNDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER

STURMER HALL
SUNDAY 1st OCTOBER

Prince Charles Avenue, Orsett, Essex
RM16 3HS

Church Walk, Sturmer, Haverhill,
Essex CB9 7XD

CROWNE PLAZA COLCHESTER
FIVE LAKES
SUNDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER

THAT AMAZING PLACE
SUNDAY 8th OCTOBER
(12.00 pm to 4.00 pm)

Colchester Road, Tolleshunt Knights,
Essex CM9 8HX

Hubbards Hall Drive, off Churchgate
Street, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0NH

COLVILLE HALl
SUNDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER

VAULTY MANOR
SUNDAY 8th OCTOBER

CHELMSFORD CITY RACECOURSE
SATURDAY 9th & SUNDAY 10th
SEPTEMBER (11am to 3.30pm)

IVY HILL HOTEl
SUNDAY 8th OCTOBER

Goldhanger Road, Heybridge,
Maldon, Essex CM9 8BQ

Chelmsford Road, White Roding,
Essex CM6 1RQ

Chelmsford City Racecourse,
Chelmsford, Essex CM3 1QP

HUTTON HALL
SUNDAY 15th OCTOBER

HOUCHINS
SUNDAY 17th SEPTEMBER
(12.00 pm to 4.00 pm)

Hutton Village, Brentwood
Essex CM13 1RX

Houchins Farm, Coggeshall,
Colchester, Essex CO6 1RT

THE REID ROOMS
SUNDAY 15th OCTOBER

HYLANDS HOUSe
SUNDAY 24th SEPTEMBER

Marks Hall Lane, Margaret Roding,
Chelmsford, Essex CM6 1QT

Hylands Park, London Road,
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8WQ

CHANNELS GOLF CLUB
SUNDAY 22nd OCTOBER

PONTLANDS PARK
SUNDAY 1st OCTOBER

Hullbridge Road, Hullbridge,
Essex SS6 9QS

CJH Photography

West Hanningfield Road, Great
Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8HR

THE RAYLEIGH CLUB
SUNDAY 1st OCTOBER

Writtle Road, Margaretting,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM4 0EH

Pratts Farm Lane East, Little Waltham,
Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3PT

GREENWOODS HOTEL & SPA
SUNDAY 29th OCTOBER
Stock Road, Billericay, Essex,
CM4 9BE

ALL SHOWS RUN FROM 11AM - 3.00 PM UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
spring/summer 2017
Showpages.indd 7
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Shows

2017

Autumn shows

TUDOR PARK A MARRIOTT
HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB
SUNDAY 29th OCTOBER

bedfordshire

Ashford Road, Bearsted,
Kent, ME14 4NQ

THE HOUSE, SHUTTLEWORTH
SUNDAY 15th OCTOBER
The House, Old Warden Park,
Biggleswade, Beds SG18 9EA

norfolk
SPROWSTON MANOR
MARRIOTT HOTEL &
COUNTRY CLUB
SUNDAY 17th SEPTEMBER

hertfordshire
HANBURY MANOR
SUNDAY 17th SEPTEMBER

Fashio

n show

at 12pm

& 2pm

Wroxham Road, Norwich,
Norfolk NR7 8RP

A Marriott Hotel & Country Club,
Ware, Herts SG12 0SD

kent
LYMPNE CASTLE
SUNDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER

The St, Lympne, Kent CT21 4LQ

THE HOP FARM
SUNDAY 8th OCTOBER

Pre-register online to receive free entry and your
copy of absolute bridal magazine
If you are a supplier and are interested in
exhibiting please contact our office for availability
on 01245 895470

E
ABSOLUT

BRIDAL

FREE

A CU T
E

2016
AUTUMN
THE
COVERING
SOUTH EAST

east
the south
covering
autumn 2016

Salomons Estate, Broomhill Road,
Southborough, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN3 0TG

INE
L MAGAZ

SALOMONS ESTATE
SUNDAY 15th OCTOBER

UTE BRIDA
FREE ABSOL

Maidstone Rd, Paddock Wood,
Tonbridge, Kent TN12 6PY

ABOV

orld
Out-of-this-wcakes
wedding

BridalZ

WALT
OF THE
A PICK
BEST BRIDAL
FOOTWEAR

a standn
Take
t those best-ma
Bea
speech nerves

hed
Getting hitc
a hitch
without plann
er
A wedding
ht
shares her insig

FIND YOUR

N ions
HENdingZE
spa destinat

Follow us on Twitter! @TheMainEventUK
8

Issue 23

For more information on these shows, please contact us:
T: 01245 895470 E: info@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
W: www.mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
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Main Event Weddings Shows Ltd

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL

Showpages.indd 8

04/04/2017 20:06

Come along to
our annual
Open day on Sunday
14th May 2017
11am to 4pm
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News

From the Editor

H

ow is your planning coming along? Do you sometimes feel overwhelmed by wedmin? Are
you having trouble choosing a location and suppliers? Well, look no further than this issue of
Absolute Bridal.
As you’ll see from our cover, this issue is a real wedding special. With so many wedding fairs around the
corner and a myriad of gorgeous regional venues to choose from, sometimes it helps to hear advice from
newlyweds; women who were recently in your (nearly broken in) wedding shoes. So, what better way
to inspire you brides-to-be than by showcasing the best big days from across the south east? Childhood
sweethearts Lisa and Luke had a fun-filled fairground celebration at Old Brook Barn, while Ceylan and
Ozan had a stately big day with traditional Turkish twists at Hylands House. With charming al fresco
vows followed by club anthems – all on the Channels Estate – Stacey and Craig had a wedding of two
halves. Meanwhile, Katie and Matthew marked their day with a church ceremony and reception on the
breath-taking Braxted Park estate.
All four couples fulfilled their dream big days, but all were very different. And when asked what their
most important piece of advice was, the verdict was unanimous: “don’t forget that it’s YOUR day.” So,
while these accounts may offer up a few fun ideas and new potential suppliers, follow your heart for your
big day. It really is all about you and your partner.

Meet the team

Vanessa Challis

Director - Absolute
Bridal & Main Event
Wedding Shows Ltd

Anne x

Wishing you all the very best,

editorial@mainweddingsandevents.co.uk
To keep up to date with all things wedding-related, connect with us on
and join us on
Facebook via the Main Event Wedding Shows page.

Twitter at @TheMainEvent,

Linda Grant

On top of the world

Getting married may be the best excuse
there is to take the romantic getaway you
and your partner have always dreamed
about. The Honeymoon Handbook by
Lonely Planet is the essential planning
tool for making that dream come true.
Lonely Planet knows how important
honeymoons are; The founders, Tony
and Maureen Wheeler started the
company after embarking on their own
honeymoon in 1972, a holiday that
turned into the trip of a lifetime across
Europe, Asia and Australia.
The Honeymoon Handbook features
more than 25 of the most exciting
locations for couples – from Andalucía to
Zambia. It starts with a quiz to determine
what kind of trip to take based on what
you both love the most, whether that’s
wildlife-spotting in the Serengeti, cruising
around Havana in a vintage American car
or diving with turtles in Bali. Beyond the
destination sections, The Honeymoon
Handbook also offers safari, luxury,
island and family-themed getaway ideas,
among others, as well as advice on getting
married abroad and minimoons. Other
features include a honeymoon calendar,
budget breakdowns and an LGBTfriendly indicator for same-sex couples.
Packed with destination guides, hotel
recommendations,
tips on budgeting and
more, The Honeymoon
Handbook will set
your life together off
to a magical start.
Priced £12.99, its
available now at
bookstores nationwide.
10
NEWS.indd 10

Director - Absolute
Bridal & Main Event
Wedding Shows Ltd

ANNE MCFARLANE
Editor
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Office Manager
- Advertising &
wedding show sales

Amina Chakir
Advertising and
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Lena Chakir
Social Media and
Admin Assistant

Corinne Hicks
Administration

Rachel Bray
Accounts Executive

Ice, ice baby
Thanks to booming sales, Kent’s own luxury ice cream
producer Simply Ice Cream is planning to expand. From
humble beginnings when Simply Ice Cream was available
from one local farm shop, the range is now available
nationwide in more than 500 outlets, including Waitrose.
With summer-ready locally themed flavours such as
Heavenly Honeycomb Crunch, Kentish Cobnut Fudge
and Lemon Curd, to name a few, it’s sure to be a popular
choice for weddings over the coming months.
For more information, visit www.simplyicecream.co.uk
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Appy planning
Debrett’s, the long-recognised authority on etiquette,
influence and achievement is now sharing its 250 years
of expertise with newly-engaged couples with its new
wedding planning app.
The Debrett’s Wedding Planner app has been created
to share the respected brand’s passion for style and
understanding of wedding decorum, enabling the
bride- and groom-to-be to manage their preparations
as the big day approaches.
Features of the app include a wedding-day countdown,
customisable schedules, collaborators’ access to
allow friends and family to help with the to-do list,
deadline notifications, budget tracking and inspiration
from Debrett’s guides on topics such as food, drink,
invitations and seating plan.
The Debrett’s Wedding Planner app is free to download
both on iOS and android platforms.

Commit to memory

The Make a Memory book range from Bonnier Publishing has
expanded to include Hen Party and Wedding titles.
With 46 pull-out photo cards in each book, including ones that
can be customised to suit your unique big day, this is an innovative
way to tag your photos before you upload and share them with your
friends and family.
Hen Party is perfect for the bride-to-be and her besties. With these
fun, daring photo cards, hens will love posing for selfies, taking on
dares, and playing party games on the bride’s last night of freedom.
Cards include #TeamBride, I’m still single and Best hen party ever!
At the back of the pack you’ll find dares, challenges and games,
including Scavenger Hunt, Pictionary, Never Have I Ever, Snog,
Marry, Avoid, Bride-to-Be Quiz and much more.
Meanwhile, the Wedding cards will add some extra style and fun
to your big day, allowing you and your guests to create memories
to treasure forever. Perfect to use as favours, ice breakers, or photo
booth props, cards include Just Married!, Kiss the bride! and I’m here
for the cake!
At the back of this pack, you’ll find a Newlyweds Quiz, Icebreaker
Questions, Speech Sweepstake, Wedding Bingo and more.
Priced £9.99 each, the books are available in bookstores nationwide.

From virtual shopping aisle to
wedding aisle
With the likes of Pippa Middleton and Pixie Lott hotly tipped to tie
the knot in 2017, and following a flurry of festive proposals, online
marketplace eBay.co.uk revealed that in the months of January and
February there were approximately 1.7 million searches for ‘wedding
dress’ on the site.
With nearly 30,000 current listings for wedding dresses and more
than 17,000 dresses sold in the past three months alone, the online
marketplace has styles ranging from lace numbers like the Duchess of
Cambridge's to contemporary two-pieces, as worn by Olivia Palermo.
It’s clear that brides-to-be start to focus in the New Year, as data from
eBay showed that 1st January is listed as the most popular day to
search for wedding invitations. Currently, eBay has more than 2,500
listings for wedding stationery on site. eBay also gives an insight into
men’s habits when it comes to the big day. Data reveals that men
leave their outfit to the last minute, with an increase for men’s formal
searches typically in June. Meanwhile guests seem to be more on
the ball, with 30,000 searches for guest outfits at a much earlier time
of April. However, although men might leave choosing their own
outfit until the eleventh hour, the website does see them helping out
with other shopping searches for the big day - including bridesmaid
dresses. So they're more helpful than they might seem, even if you're
left coordinating the flowers and buttonholes!

Dress to impress

Chelmsford-based Rock the Frock is delighted to have launched its new
boutique, which is aimed at the fashion-conscious bride. Originally
opened in Battlesbridge Antique Centre in 2014, the brand has now
launched a bigger and better boutique in Viaduct Road, and the team can’t
wait to show the local brides-to-be the amazing range of dresses.
Providing women with an alternative to the average high-street weddingdress shop by stocking exclusive designs sourced both internationally and
from the UK, Rock the Frock offers a completely fresh take on this seminal
shopping experience. To find out more, visit www.rockthefrockbridal.co.uk
spring/summer 2017
NEWS.indd 11
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BRIDES by SOLO
newmarket
est 1982

maggie sottero
rebecca ingram
mark lesley bride
sincerity bridal
romantica of devon
brighton belle
plus size designers
bridesmiads
sizes 6 - 30

tea length wedding
dress specialists
115 Exning Road, Newmarket CB8 0EL
T: 01638 661 648 E: hello@bridesbysolo.co.uk
free parking at rear of the shop

www.bridesbysolo.co.uk
Brides by Solo_FPA_AB25.indd 1
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Fashion

Making an

impact
Want to turn heads on your wedding day? Opt for one
of these stand-out styles

Idan Cohen, www.idancohen.net

spring/summer 2017
Fashion.indd 13
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Fashion

Style 9425 by Allure Bridal
www.allurebridals.com

Hilda by Jenny Packham
www.jennypackham.com

All that glitters

Glitterbomb by Ian Stuart
www.ianstuart-bride.com
Mathilde by Temperley London
www.temperleylondon.com

Catch the light with sparkling embellishments, shimmering
sequins and diamante-details

Ursa by Eliza Jane Howell
www.elizajanehowell.com

14
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Warren by Rosa Clara
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Fashion
Honor by Belle & Bunty
www.belleandbunty.co.uk

Zeta by Eliza Jane Howell
www.elizajanehowell.com

Lianna by Savin London
www.savinlondon.com

Show your true

colours

Walk down the aisle in style with a dress of any shade
of dress you fancy, from blush to black
Fairytale by Ian Stuart
www.ianstuart-bride.com

Style 351322 from White by
Vera Wang for Davids Bridal
www.davidsbridal.co.uk
Apache by Jenny Packham
www.jennypackham.com

16
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Designer wedding gowns, Bridesmaid dresses,
Prom dresses, Veils, Tiaras & Clutch bags
An extensive range of Bridal gowns and Maids outﬁts to
choose from in spacious surroundings you can move freely
and see the full beauty of every gown.
Sample gowns in many sizes to try so don’t be afraid to visit
if you are petite or of a fuller ﬁgure.
Also, for the groom, with suits from the award winning
Cameron Ross.
Designers such as:
Maggie Sottero
Martina Liana
Essense
Stella York
Sottero & Midgley
and for bridesmaids
Sorella Vita
Ebony Rose
Dessy

Christina Wu, Art Couture, Eternity, Ladybird & Tiﬀany
For your wedding dress ﬁtting experience call or book online.
Prom to Bride, 11a London Road, Woolmer Green, Hertfordshire SG3 6JE

38-40 Gabriels Hill, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JJ | 01622 755090

Tel:01438 816073 | Email:enquiries@promtobride.co.uk | www.promtobride.co.uk

www.weddingdresses.uk.com

SARAH-DAY.CO.UK
Designer and maker of Bespoke Bridalwear,
Clothing, Costume and Accessories

For a dress as unique as you!

Quote
‘Absolute Bridal’
to receive a 5%
discount on
bridal services

NEW - Fascinator making parties - the perfect hen do activity

Anything but ordinary!
E: sarah@sarahday.co.uk T: 07597829566 / 01206 867531

www.sarahday.co.uk
Based in Colchester

Brides2B_FPA_AB21.indd 1
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Fashion
Rene by Suzanne Neville
www.suzanneneville.com
Alora by Savin London
www.savinlondon.com

Sheer opulence

Wanda by Rosa Clara
www.rosaclara.es
Carolina by Idan Cohen
www.idancohen.net

Filmy layers, cut-out lacework and dreamy illusion
bodices will add drama

Yasmina by Temperley London
www.temperleylondon.com
Addison by Carolina Herrera
www.carolinaherrera.com

spring/summer 2017
Fashion.indd 19
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• Over 200 beautiful
designer dresses in stock
• Free consulting service
• Prices to suit all budgets
• Custom-Made service
available
• By Appointment between
10am and 8pm
• Your very own personal,
stress-free shopping
experience

Sophia Tolli
Ronald Joyce
Romantica
San Patrick
Victoria Jane
Soﬁa Bianca
White One
Opulence
Ashley & Justin

Experience
the difference
Phone: 07850 644 600 (10am to 10pm)
0208 527 7892 (11am to 4pm)
facebook.com/bestdress2impress
sharon@bestdress2impress.co.uk
www.bestdress2impress.co.uk
54 Chingford Mount Rd, London E4 9AA

www.serenabridal.co.uk
Essex’s award winning boutique

01268 762775
1 Kingsview Court, Wickford, SS11 8YF
Serena Bridal of Wickford

Serena_Bridal

@serenabridaluk

Peaches bridal range consists of designs by Alfred Angelo, Bonny, Sincerity and
Venus. We also have a specialised selection of plus size gowns, the ‘Unforgettable’
range by Bonny Bridal caters for brides sized 18 to 34. With dresses in every
conceivable style we are sure you’ll be impressed!

Peaches Wedding Shop
92 The Stow, Harlow, Essex, CM20 3AP
Telephone 01279 414101
Email info@peachesweddings.co.uk
Opening hours:

Monday & Saturday: 10-5 Tuesday • Thursday & Friday: 10-4
Monday
& Saturday: 10-5 | Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:
Closed Wednesday • Closed Sunday
10-4 | Closed Wednesday and Sunday

www.peachesweddings.co.uk
020_AB25.indd 20
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...where the fairytale begins.

♥
THE BOUTIQ
UE
OFFERS A
STUNNING
COLLECTIO
N
CURVY BRID OF
AL
GOWNS

Tiara & Tails Bridal Boutique offers a spacious private bridal fitting suite and ensures every bride receives a
personal service, so be it, timeless elegance, designer chic, traditional or the fairytale gown. The boutique also
has a wonderful collection of Tiaras, Veils, Shoes, Flowergirls and Bridesmaids dresses plus lots more.
398 Hythe Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 0QL

Telephone: 01233 610100

Website: www.tiaraandtails.co.uk Email: info@tiaraandtails.co.uk

Rose’s Bridal
Family owned boutique who have been providing a
warm, friendly and personal service for over 5 years.

We are the official local stockists for:

Eddy K Italia
Veromia Bridal
Sonsie Plus Size Collection
D’zage Bridesmaid
Veromia Bridesmaid

 90 High Street  Bedford  Beds  MK40 1NN
Tel: 01234 348555
Email:info@rosesbridal.co.uk

www.rosesbridal.co.uk
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Style 341717 by Truly Zac
Posen for Davids Bridal
www.davidsbridal.co.uk

Nigella by Savin London
www.savinlondon.com

turn up the

volume

LaFayette by Ian Stuart
www.ianstuart-bride.com
Monet by Suzanne Neville
www.suzanneneville.com

Go for a full-skirted and fabulous gown so that the
dancefloor is all yours

Amore by Carolina Herrera
www.carolinaherrera.com

22
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Tulle gown with circle skirt by Viktor & Rolf
www.viktor-rolf.com

01/04/2017 16:33

TT
T
That Final Touch

Weddings, Proms, Eveningwear
Unique designs for your special day

Using Swarovski crystals and flat back pearls we will create a
unique design to compliment your theme for your special day.
Many colours available.
Phone: 07984349626
Email: thatfinaltouch.co.uk@gmail.com
Website: www.thatfinaltouch.co.uk

‘When I saw you I fell
in love, and you smiled
because you knew’
- William Shakespeare

Chocolate ﬁlled luxury table favour gifts to
enhance your special day

You may want to get married in a location that is personal to the two of
you. Or you may have found the most perfect venue but the Registrar
isn’t available or they don’t hold a Civil Ceremony licence?
Being an Independent Wedding Celebrant I will write and conduct a
bespoke Ceremony to celebrate your love for each other incorporating
everything that is important to you.
My approach is simple, let’s get to know each other really well and find
out what you would like. You can have your Ceremony wherever you
choose, at any time and it will be entirely up to you how it flows. It can
reflect your personal beliefs and lifestyle, perhaps a fusion of faiths, a
themed affair or your take on a traditional Ceremony. Have your own
vows, ask guests to participate with readings, add prayers, music, decor
and anything else you fancy! I would be truly honoured to hear from you
and be involved in your special day.
♥ e: hello@bespokecelebrantceremonies.co.uk ♥ t: 07970 214510
♥ w: Bespokecelebrantceremonies.co.uk

Tel: 0845 9000 543
www.thechocolatefavourbox.co.uk
info@thechocolatefavourbox.co.uk
TheChocolateFavourBox
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Condici  John Charles  Ispirato  Cabotine  Ann Balon  Cameron Blake  Gina Bacconi  Zeila  Michaela Louisa

8 - 26
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Harper jacket, £149, Hobbs
www.hobbs.co.uk

Printed Cape Drape
dress, £169, Jacques Vert
www.jacques-vert.co.uk

Lavinia embroidered clutch,
£42, East www.east.co.uk

Kiri dress,
£149, Hobbs
www.hobbs.co.uk

Jacquard Trapeze dress coat,
£1,350, Suzannah
www.suzannah.com

Maternal

instinct
Make sure your mum feels like a million
dollars on your big day with our pick of
the best summer occasionwear designs

l

Lara fascinator, £49,
Phase Eight
www.phase-eight.com

Peony Ombre dress,
£129, Monsoon
uk.monsoon.co.uk

Molly slingback heels, £99,
Phase Eight
www.phase-eight.com

Roman Originals muted
pastel floral scuba dress,
£35, Kaleidoscope
www.kaleidoscope.co.uk

Bruges jacket, £169 and
matching skirt, £99,
Fenn Wright Manson
www.fennwrightmanson.com
Silk Gazar Obsession ballerina
dress, £2,850, Suzannah
www.suzannah.com

spring/summer 2017
MOB.indd 25
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Lace Godet dress, £169, Jacques Vert
www.jacques-vert.co.uk

Barcelona dress, £169,
Fenn Wright Manson,
www.fennwrightmanson.com

Wood and shell
pendant, £22, East
www.east.co.uk

Kyoto-print Dita dress, £995,
Suzannah
www.suzannah.com

l

Blair dress,
£129, Monsoon
uk.monsoon.co.uk

Absolute Bridal spoke to
occasionwear designer
Suzannah – founder of her
own eponymous fashion
label – about what formal
dressing trends to look
out for and mastering
wedding-chic at any age

What occasionwear
trends do you see coming
through this spring/
summer season?
I think the new film about Jackie O, Jackie has been a
great influence in trends for occasionwear this summer.
Softly tailored chic dresses and coat dresses, beautiful
wide necklines and the late ’50s-inspired palette of
rich pastel pinks, hot pink and blue are all perfectly
appropriate and on-trend.

Roman Originals bright pastel floral
scuba dress, £40, Kaleidoscope
www.kaleidoscope.co.uk

What are the most important things for a mother of
the bride to bear in mind when choosing her outfit?
To choose an effortless outfit which suits her shape and
personality. This will really help with confidence on the
day. Also, try not to overwhelm with colour if the bridal
party and wedding colour palette is subtle.

Pippa Flower fascinator,
£39, Phase Eight
www.phase-eight.com

Bubblegum block court shoes,
£45, Marks & Spencer
www.marksandspencer.co.uk

26
MOB.indd 26

Lace Panel shift dress,
£179, Jacques Vert
www.jacques-vert.co.uk

Mother of the bride style has changed so much in
the last decade; how can she avoid dressing too
young or too old for the occasion?
Keep it simple with a modern, elegant dress. Adding
traditional short jackets or fabrics which are overembellished add too much fuss and date the look.
What are your three key style tips for women of
all ages?
The key is simple, well-cut, beautifully made pieces.

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Christine’s
Occasion Wear

Martels Events Village, High Easter Road,
Barnston, Essex, CM6 1NA

Beautiful Clothes for all occasions.

Stunning outfits
and co-ordinating
accessories for
Mother of the Bride
and Groom and all
other occasions
and Events

Zeila
Cabotine
Dress Code
Ispirato

Expert alteration service available to ensure
your purchase is the perfect fit.

01371 871500
www.christinesoccasionwear.co.uk
Christines-Occasion-Wear

Barn owl wedding ring deliveries

With the Imperial Bird of Prey Academy!

Add a bit of magic
to your wedding!
Our expertly trained barn owls
will provide a majestic entrance,
flying down the aisle to
the bride and groom.
With over 300 successful wedding
ring deliveries our barn owls are
sure to make your wedding day
even more unforgettable.

027_AB25.indd 27

For more details, please contact us by email:
faith@imperialbirdofpreyacademy.com
or call on 01268 520176
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Signature Weddings & Events provides professional wedding and event planning services for all types of functions
throughout Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, Suffolk and Essex.
We will create the wedding or event you have always dreamed of, leaving you to enjoy every minute of your special day, safe in the
knowledge that we have thought of every eventuality, every tiny detail and will ensure the smooth running of your day.
Whether you want some design ideas to get you started, help on the day itself, or someone
to create and organise the whole event, we are here to help.

To book a consultation, please call us on the numbers below or see our website for further details of the range of services that we can offer.

Tel: 07891310270 Office: 01954 780894

www.signatureweddingsandevents.co.uk

Email: info@signatureweddingsandevents.co.uk www.facebook.com/signatureweddingsevents.co.uk

028_AB25.indd 28
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Lightning Video Disco
The Wedding & Party Specialist

Special
discount
on mid week
bookings!

Professional video disco for any event
When you can’t afford to get it wrong

Lightning Video Disco is one of the largest independent operators of mobile disco and
karaoke entertainment in the south of England. With over 15 years experience
in the entertainment business, Lightning Video Disco are not just DJs,
weʼre the professional party makers
we provide the best entertainment for any occasion in any location.

Not just music, videos too, don’t just hear it see it!

Laser show, Karaoke, Corporate Functions, Kids Parties,
School Disco and Proms.

Special offer with this ad – Please quote ABM25 to receive a discount

Music was exactly what I wanted!”

“Played a great mix of songs &
interacted with everyone!”

“I thought the

DJ was fantast

Phone: 01279 816609 Mobile: 07860 398895

ic”

www.lightningvideodisco.co.uk

NEWLightingvideoDisco_FPA_AB24.indd 1
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Byzantine rhumble ruby earrings,
£101, Boticca
www.boticca.com

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5
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5

5

5

Amore diamond earrings,
£550, 77 Diamonds
www.77diamonds.com

5

5

5

5

Wear your
heart on
your ear

5

5

5

5

Something
old

Sparkle leaf earrings,
£12, Accessorize
uk.accessorize.com
Deco drop earrings,
£39, Pretty Eccentric
www.prettyeccentric.co.uk

Scenes of Nature earrings,
£65, Bill Skinner Studio
www.billskinnerstudio.co.uk

Diamond Deco drop earrings,
£7,361, Kat Florence
www.katflorence.com

5

Fr m ear
5

to ear

Whether you go for sophisticated studs, diamond
drops or statement chandeliers, earrings with
sparkling gems are perfect for every bride

Something
new

Antiqued brass Swarovski earrings,
£14.99, TK Maxx
www.tkmaxx.com

Rose gold baguette crawlers, £40,
Alexi London Jewellery
www.alexilondon.com

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5
30

Royal clover silver drop earrings,
£70, Alexi London
www.alexilondon.com

5

55

Peekaboo star earrings,
£75, Alexi London
www.alexilondon.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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SPEND

Concave sterling silver and
diamond stud earrings,
£475, Links of London
www.linksoflondon.com

Princess Diana teardrop earrings,
£45, Historic Royal Palaces
www.historicroyalpalaces.com
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Splurge

5

5

5

5

Cleo earrings, £25, Hobbs
www.hobbs.co.uk

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

Silver Gatsby earrings,
£21, Rock My Vintage
www.rockmyvintage.co.uk

Save

Zultanite and diamond earrings,
£9,220, Kat Florence
www.katflorence.com

Hoop and stud set,
£12, Z for Accessorize
uk.accessorize.com
Blue topaz and amethyst drop earrings,
£820, Gee Woods Jewellery
www.geewoods.com

Gallo quartz earrings,
£28, Oliver Bonas
www.oliverbonas.com

Zandra chandelier earrings,
£6, Pretty Little Things
www.prettylittlethings.com

boho
beauties

Black Teardrop earrings,
£11, Rock My Vintage
www.rockmyvintage.co.uk

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5
5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5
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Yellow gold and citrine block earrings,
£435, Gee Woods Jewellery
www.geewoods.com

5

5

5

5

Detachable blue topaz drops on gold hoops,
£335, Gee Woods Jewellery
www.geewoods.com

Diamond double halo earrings,
£1,050, Goldsmiths
www.goldsmiths.co.uk

5
Pink Tourmaline studs,
£69, Jewlr
www.jewlr.co.uk

Gold-plated kiki leaf hook
earrings with gemstones,
£95, Branch on the Park
www.branchonthepark.co.uk

5

Something
blue

Fashionably rose gold snowflake studs,
£35, Folli Follie
www.follifollie.com

spring/summer 2017
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Seven looks
for seven

brides
Whistles Wedding’s first
collection has arrived

D

esigned for the modern bride, Whistles Wedding
will comprise of seven limited pieces in a range
of versatile silhouettes including stepped hems,
strapless, a contemporary one-shoulder neckline and a
refined, alongside a timeless jumpsuit.
Adorned in beautiful fabrics; delicate lace, organza
jacquard, embroidered tulle and luxurious silk, and
featuring internally boned bodices, each bridal outfit
is elegantly designed with subtle detailing including;
scalloped edges, detachable trains, modem ruffles and
finished with beautifully tied feminine back details.
The collection retails for between £499 and £699 and
is available exclusively online at www.whistles.com and
in the Whistles London flagship store located on St.
Christopher’s Place, where customers can make private
bridal appointments for the bride and bridesmaids.

Eve

£549

P
Theodora

£599

Rose

Victoria
jumpsuit

£599

Guinevere

£599

32

£499

Vivian

£549

Juliet

£699

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Essex
Hair &
& Makeup
Makeup
Essex Bridal
Bridal Hair
Quote
‘Absolute Bridal’
to receive 10% off
brides wedding
day hair &
make up

We provide
provide aa high
high quality
you
We
quality mobile
mobilehair
hairand
andmakeup
makeupservice,
service,ensuring
ensuring
you
look
look your
your best
beston
onyour
yourwedding
weddingday
day. .
We cover
cover the
the whole
civil
We
whole Essex
Essexarea
areaand
andprovide
provideour
ourservices
servicesforfor
civil
partnerships, proms,
partnerships,
proms, anniversaries,
anniversaries,parties
partiesand
andallallspecial
specialoccasions.
occasions.
To
To book
book the
the wow
wowfactor,
factor,contact
contactususon;
on;
email: dawn@essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk
email: dawn@essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk
mobile: 07518811918
mobile: 07518811918
www.essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk
www.essexbridalhairandmakeup.co.uk
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Wedding Rings and gifts

We have every design and will not be beaten on price.

T: 01277330007

E: info@tcrown.london

W: tcrown.london FB: tcrownlondon I: @tcrownlondon
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THE
10
commandments
of wedding
dress shopping

1

Peruse as many bridal magazines as
possible to get ideas on looks, styles
and themes.

2

Do some research into the bridal boutiques
you’d like to visit. Ensure the shop is
stocking your sizing and meets your required
price point and discuss order time.

3

Book four to five appointments with the
stores you’re interested in. I advise keeping
entourage to a minimum to maintain that
spontaneous reaction you want from all
your guests!

4

Look at the websites of the designers
stocked at these stores. It’s worth taking
note of a few styles that catch your eye.

5

Once at your appointment, it’s worth
informing your consultant how many
stores you’ve already visited and what styles
you’ve been trying on and discuss any price
point you are to keep within.

Alouette

Marian Perera, owner of leading bridal
boutique, Azure Bridal Gallery, talks us
through the essential steps to finding
the dress of your dreams

6

Discuss your venue, its location and the
theme of the wedding at appointments
– these boutique owners and managers have
years of experience and can offer advice

7
8

Try on five or six dresses at each shop and
make note your favourites.

If you've found your dream dress by this
point, skip to 10. If not, try step 9 and
don't despair!

9

Re-visit the top two favourite dresses and
try them on the second time, by this time
you’re probably already thinking about the one
that may suit the most.

10

You shouldn’t want to take the dress
off once you wear it the second
time. Be confident, place your order on the
desired wedding dress at least eight to nine
months before your wedding. Remember most
shops require six to eight weeks for alterations
after the dress arrives in store.

Amare couture

David Tutera

All about

AZURE

What bridal labels do you stock at
Azure Bridal Gallery?
We stock Pronovias, Sophia Tolli,
Casablanca Bridal, Kitty Chen Couture,
David Tutera and Amare Couture.
We’ll have a few new labels arriving
towards the end of summer which will
be announced soon!
What pieces are best-sellers?
We get asked a lot about best-sellers,
and I must say, when it comes to
bridal, every bride has her own, very
personal taste. At the moment, twopiece wedding outfits are what all our
brides are looking for.
What’s your favourite bridal look/
dress that you have in stock
right now?
I shouldn’t have a favourite really,
as every bridal look is different and
every time a bride finds her dress with
us, I can completely understand why
she has chosen that particular gown.
However, there is this one gown by
Sophia Tolli called Allouette (style
Y11574) and it’s just the most delicate,
beautiful and romantic dress. It has
been made with superb corsetry that
enhances the shape of any bride! It’s
also a stunning, soft almond colour
which really sets off
the delicate lace, as
well as being very
complementary to
several skin tones.

To make an appointment at Azure Bridal Gallery, visit www.azurebridalgallery.co.uk
34
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Hair by

Sarah Pink
Passionate about creating breathtaking hair design
for your special occasions

Weddings ♥ Proms and Balls ♥ Dinners
♥ Award Ceremonies ♥ Any Occasions

Packages including trials available at
a venue of your choice. Central Essex
Phone: 07950 716175
Email: sarah@hairbysarahpink.co.uk
Facebook.com/hairbysarahpink
www.hairbysarahpink.co.uk

KELLY GRACE
BRIDAL HAIR
Creative Bespoke Bridal Hair

GK Hair & Makeup has you covered for Bridal Makeup
and Hair Styling at your chosen venue and will make
sure you are calm, relaxed and happy
on your special day.

Kelly Grace Ltd offers
premium wedding hair
services in a luxury
setting to ensure your big
day is a momentous one
for not only the bride but
the entire bridal party.
A one 2 one relationship
between stylist and client
dedicated to providing
the perfect result.

You can find prices and packages at

www.gkhairandmakeup.co.uk
For more information on the services
GK Hair & Makeup offer, please email
info@gkhairandmakeup.co.uk or for booking enquiries
email bookings@gkhairandmakeup.co.uk
TEL: 07528 917732
@_gkhairandmakeup

@gkhairandmakeup

 T: 07990 597888

 E: kelly@kellygrace.co.uk

Elixir & Co, 10 Nazeingbury Parade, Nazeing, Essex EN9 2JL

www.kellygrace.co.uk
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how katie and
matthew said

“

I do

”

Katie, 26 and Matthew, 27
decided to marry at Braxted Park
because it had every element
necessary for the perfect summer

Matthew and I met at university. It wasn't
your most romantic love story, in fact it was a
little funny and still makes us laugh today. After
a few too many beers, Matt had the confidence
to approach me in an attempt to woo me, but
actually spent the night telling me how much
he loved his pet dog. Funnily enough, I didn't
take the opportunity to text him at the end of
the night or even the next day. It was my guilty
conscience that prompted a text when I saw him
a few days later sat in the Student Union bar
looking a little sad. From there the flirting and
dating started, initiated by 12 red roses arriving
at my student halls on Valentine's Day, much to
my surprise.

36

Matt proposed four-and-a-half years later.
It was a complete surprise. On January 30th
2014, he whisked me off to London to “cheer
me up.” We arrived at the Berkeley Hotel in
Knightsbridge only for me to find out that we
were staying there! We checked in and to Matt’s
surprise, we’d been upgraded to a suite; it was
amazing! We spent time in the spa followed by
champagne and strawberries in the room, at
which point Matt announced the next surprise:

a dinner reservation at the OXO Tower, a
restaurant I’d been keen to experience for a while.
Just as we were about to leave our room, Matt
came strutting towards me from the other end of
the suite, got down on one knee telling me how
much he loves me and asked me to marry him!
I love surprises and had always dreamt of the
perfect proposal, and this just exceeded all
expectations. We had celebratory drinks in the
Blue Bar at the Berkeley where Matt told me all
about my hand-picked diamond and one-of-akind, personally designed ring before dinner.
We wanted to get married in a church, and
we loved the idea of a grand country house
and Braxted Park had it all. From the extensive
grounds and scenery to the beautiful little church
hidden within the grounds and the gardens for
reception drinks to the stunning ball room for
our wedding breakfast, it had everything!
It was a summer wedding, and we liked that every
part of our day could be set in a different area of
the venue.
My sister was my maid of honour and my best
friend was my bridesmaid. Both wore blush

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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multiway dresses in an asymmetrical style, a simple
yet elegant style that they picked themselves.
Matt and his groomsmen wore royal blue suits,
which worked perfectly with the blush bridesmaids
and the colour combination was beautifully bright
for a summer wedding.
Getting ready in the morning at the venue with
my mum and bridesmaids was lovely. It was so
relaxed. Being pampered by hair and make-up
artists while enjoying a freshly baked champagne
breakfast organised by Matt – alongside the
biggest box of my favourite champagne truffles –
was a great start to the day. I highly recommend
this start to the day to all brides!
We both felt very relaxed and excited on the
day. No nerves, just a few tears from my groom
as I walked down the aisle and during the vows.
Matt’s most memorable moment was seeing me
walk down the aisle. We both absolutely loved the
ceremony, and I smiled so hard throughout it that
someone said to me afterwards, “I've never seen a
bride look so happy!”
We had lots of entertainment for our guests,
including a singer for the ceremony. She
sang before and during the ceremony, and had
everyone in tears before I’d even arrived! We also
had a string quartet for the drinks reception in
the walled gardens and for background music at
the wedding breakfast. They really did create a

stunning ambience. We even had a magician: the
guests loved him!
Our first dance was to Ellie Goulding’s How Long
Will I Love You. We danced away as if no one else
was there. For our ceremony, we chose songs that
we’d both sung at school along with most of our
guests, it worked really well as our guests joined in
brilliantly. A mixture of old and new memories!
We had truly fantastic suppliers. The perfect
wedding breakfast was provided by Milsom
Catering – they really went that extra mile for us.
Our florist was amazing too. She went above and
beyond to make sure we had exactly what we’d
dreamt of and much more, even when my dream
flower’s season had finished early, she managed
to get hold of a few to go in my boutique as a
surprise for me on the day.
The speeches stood out and were a real talking
point; especially the best man's speech. The
day was finished off with a rather drunken speech
by the groom, heckled by the guests he took to
the stage and thanked everyone for coming in a
hilarious way. Everyone was talking about it the
next morning!
Our advice would be make sure you’re organised
beforehand so you can enjoy every moment.
You should also take a moment for just the two
of you, and remember to have fun together, as it’s
your day.

spring/summer 2017
Real Wedding.indd 37
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katie and matthew's

Little Black Book

Wedding Dress:
Lillian West from
victoriasbridalboutique.co.uk
Hair:
Carly Marie Payne
Make-up:
Vivienne Make-up
viviennemakeup.co.uk
Bridesmaid dresses:
forherandforhim.co.uk
Suits:
Jack Bunneys London jackbunneys.co.uk
Venue:
Braxted Park braxtedpark.co.uk
Catering:
Milsom Catering milsomhotels.com
Flowers:
Finishing Touches by Faith Gurel
finishingtouchesbyfaithgurel.co.uk
Magician:
Maximilian Magic maxcurd.co.uk
String Quartet: Sole Bay Strings
solebaystrings.co.uk
Singer:
Emma Evans emmaevans.com
Transport:
Essex Wedding Cars
m.essexweddingcars.co.uk
Photography:
Patrick Judson of Simply Photographic
simplyphotographic.co.uk

38
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Floral design

Specialising in weddings and events
Bespoke handmade stationery
Vintage inspired, traditional styles

BESPOKE LUXURY FLOWERS
alex@stockandbloom.co.uk
07736 833 444
www.stockandbloom.co.uk

“I love what I do and get so excited to be
there for every step of your journey.”

07930 337992

stockandbloom

www.ﬁnishingtouchesbyfaithgurel.co.uk
E: faith@ﬁnishingtouchesbyfaithgurel.co.uk

Weddings are our speciality and we enjoy every part of making your ideas come to life adding
atmosphere, colour, and amazing aromas that stay in your memory as long as your special day.
This is only possible with the best quality, widest variety or colours and exceptionally healthy
blooms specially selected and ordered in advance for your day from the growers in Holland.

Bespoke
service,
catering for
every budget

I also have complete packages available from £630.00 including:
 A natural hand tied bouquet of roses, spray roses and freesia
 2 x bridesmaid’s hand tied of roses, spray roses and freesia
 Groom, Best man and 4 other buttonholes
 10 x table centrepieces posy with rose, spray rose and freesia.
 A 2ft long table arrangement for the top table to match.

Free
delivery &
installation

 Whatever your requirement, please feel free to discuss with me.
 I offer a free consultation where we can go through your ideas and
theme. (perhaps email me a mood board to give me a head start? )
 Free delivery and installation.
 Advice and guidance throughout the planning.

Tel: 07704 734616 | Email: samantha@flowersbysamantha.org.uk | www.flowersbysamantha.org.uk

039_AB25.indd 39

01/04/2017 17:26

Beauty
Collagenesis by Skinn range

Much loved skincare and colour
cosmetics brand, Skinn, has started
2017 in style with the UK launch of its
Collagenesis hair care range, available
exclusively on Ideal World TV. This
intelligent and anti-ageing treatment
range has been formulated to deliver
the next level in hair care to revitalise
locks for silkier, more manageable hair
that really shines. Designed for all hair
types, including coloured and treated
hair, it includes the Anti-Ageing Rich
Treatment Shampoo (£17.99), the
Anti-Ageing Hair and Scalp Treatment
Conditioner (£17.99) and the Cuticle
Smoothing Spray (£14.99). To find
out more about these mane miracle
workers, visit Ideal World TV’s website
www.idealworld.tv/gb

Katherine Daniels MultiTasking Eye Balm

Katherine Daniel’s Multi-Tasking Eye
Balm is designed to boost radiance,
lift eyelids, tackle puffiness and dark
circles whilst reducing the appearance
of fine lines and wrinkles. This multitasking wonder balm smooths and
brightens the delicate eye area with its
fine, silky texture that cushions without
feeling greasy. Featuring a blend of
Jojoba, Candelilla and Rice Extract
that creates an ultra-soft texture and
gives a cushion effect over the delicate
skin, plumping and smoothing the
surface. Use this elixir both day and
night for bright-eyed bridal beauty.
Priced £32, it’s available at salons, spas
and clinics nationwide, and online at
www.katherinedanielscosmetics.com

{Boutique{
The Beauty
These products will have you looking like a million
dollars on your wedding day

Odylique Creamy
Coconut Cleanser

Are you worried about the wedding
shots because you have rosacea, acne
or a reactive complexion? Look no
further than Odylique’s gentle, highly
effective organic face cleanser. The
skin-conditioning creamy blend of extra
virgin olive and coconut oils gently but
thoroughly lifts away make-up, skin
impurities and airborne dirt. Organic rose
water and a subtle trio of pure essential
oils calm sensitive skin and complete a
thorough natural cleanse. This cleanser is
detergent-free and soothing for sensitive
skin whether normal-dry, normal-oily or
mature. Priced £18, this skin saviour
is available online at
www.odylique.co.uk

Janjira Marine Radiant White
Brightening Booster Serum

This hydrating serum will work wonders on
pre-wedding skin. It not only brightens,
but refreshes and moisturises, offering a
lifting effect. Sorghum Bicolor Stalk Juice, a
unique ingredient, rejuvenates the skin while
Algowhite™, Vitamin C & Vitamin B3 refresh
and give a clear, luminous and smoother
complexion. Priced £36, it's available from
www.janjira.co.uk
40

Al Dïn A Touch of Faith
Pure Luxury Body Lotion

1001 Remedies Good Night
Sleep Relaxing Balm

Perfect for brides-to-be feeling
sleep-deprived from the stress and
anxiety of wedmin, 1001 Remedies’
Good Night Sleep Relaxing Balm will
ensure a tranquil night’s sleep. The
natural blend of eight essential oils,
including Melissa, Neroli, Chamomile
and Lavender will transport you
back to your carefree childhood
bedtime. Simply rub a small amount
on your décolleté and on the inside
of your wrists and you’ll sleep like a
baby. Priced £29, it’s available from
1001remedies.com

Formulated to soothe, nourish
and protect, this plant-based
lotion is perfect for vegan
brides. Featuring original
ingredients selected for their
unique complexion benefits, it
will encourage soft, moisturised
and healthy skin. Suitable for all
skin types, this daily skin treat
will leave your skin with a soft,
smooth finish. It’s great to apply
after the shower in the morning
but equally as effective, as part
of a pre-bedtime pampering
ritual to nourish your skin while
you sleep. It’s best to apply it
while your skin is still slightly
damp to lock in moisture
further. Priced £24.95, it’s
available on the brand’s website
www.aldinskincare.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Cosmetic
Surgery

Exclusive Private
Hospital

Botox &
Fillers

Gynaecology

For reassurance and expertise, you’re in good hands.

 Free mini consultation

 Laser hair removal - up to 50% hair
reduction in your first treatment

Mole &
lesion
Removal

 Thread vein removal
 Botox & fillers

 Tailored bridal packages

Vaginal
Rejuvenating
Co2 Laser

With leading specialist consultants and state-of-the-art equipment

Call 01245 474070 to arrange a consultation or
visit baddowhospital.co.uk
Baddow Hospital_FPA_AB25.indd 1
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Rolling back
the years
Hair and make-up artist Vicky Brown shares her
favourite retro bridal hair tips

www.satinbow.co.uk

Costume jewellery is the perfect way to add
glitz and glamour to any hairstyle. If you have
your heart set on a style that isn’t as vintage
as you'd like, try adding a beautiful Art Deco
hair pin or jewel; accompanied by a slick
of red lipstick you can't help but feel like a
Hollywood starlet from the Golden Age!

victoriamitchellphotography.com

LOOK 1: Vintage sparkle

LOOK 2: Victory rolls

www.innercirclephotography.co.uk

There's nothing more retro and glamorous than victory
rolls! If you're not quite ready to throw yourself in to
full ’50s pin-up girl styling, why not try adding a roll to
a classic wedding style like this beautiful French pleat?
It’s photogenic from all angles and gives you plenty of
positions to place a hair accessory. Just like your wedding
day, there's nothing wrong with mixing old with the new!

LOOK 3: Golden Age waves

Bohemian and country weddings are popular but aren’t for everyone,
so if you're looking for something different, why not consider adding
a bit of Old Hollywood glamour to your day? Hair and make-up can
work perfectly alongside a vintage gown or help make a more modern
dress fit with a decadent wedding theme.
Start by parting the hair into a heavy side parting and work mousse
through dry hair. Using a large hair tong or wand, curl small sections
of hair, roll it up towards the scalp and pin in place whilst it cools.
After a good coating of hairspray and being left to cool, don't be afraid
to thoroughly brush the curls out.

To find out more about Vicky Brown’s bridal hair and make-up service, email vicky@vicky-brown.co.uk or
visit www.vicky-brown.co.uk
42
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Vicki’s Floral Designs
Bridal bouquets, ﬂowers & arrangements
for any occasion

Bridal bouquets, flowers and arrangements for any occasion

GREAT VALUE, EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

From contemporary to traditional, from intimate to more
formal, Amega Fleur can oﬀer you a truly personal
service and style that will make your wedding as
individual as you are.

Tel: 07791 788 252
Email: felicity@amegaﬂeur.co.uk
07903
134439
www.vickisﬂ
oraldesigns.co.uk
www.vickisfloraldesigns.co.uk
07903134439

amegaﬂeur.co.uk

Luxurious and Bespoke Wedding
And Celebration Cakes

Tyna’s Cakes are designer and makers of bespoke cakes, cupcakes
and caketoppers based in Waltham Abbey, Essex. We design specially
hand crafted and bespoke cakes, cupcakes and toppers for weddings,
celebrations and all other special occasions. Tyna’s Cakes work
closely alongside our clients in order to make and turn your dream
cakes into edible piece of art.

Contact Tyna on:

Tel: 07984615222 | Email: tynascakes@gmail.com | Website: www.tynascakes.co.uk
Tynascakes

043_AB25.indd 43
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It’s all
about

hue

Award-winning hair colourist Lisa
Shepherd reveals her insider
secrets for keeping your locks
bright for your wedding
day and beyond

Which current hair trends
work well for brides?

One thing which we have seen
a huge rise in is adding hair!
Extensions, wefts, enhancers,
volumisers call them what
you like: you just can’t beat
the versatility of adding hair. From a colour
perspective alone, they've advanced so much
now that we can literally make them either
totally invisible if a more subdued look is
wanted. However, a bride
can also opt for a more fullon colour change for that
‘fairy-tale entrance’ if she
likes, it depends on the
required result.
Recently I did the most
amazing wedding. The
bride wanted thicker, fuller
longer hair but also lighter
with full balayage. I did all
of it using additional hair, so that I didn’t
end up changing the condition or colour of
her own hair. Another benefit of added hair is
that once the style has been blow-dried and
set, it’ll have more lasting power!

What do you advise for brides wanting
to keep their highlights bright for the
honeymoon?

It’s essential that you take a whole heap of
decent haircare with you. Protector spray,
moisture masks, even a good old sun hat.
It’s all about making sure that at the end of
each day you're washing the daily beach and
chlorine build-up out and treat your locks to
a good fully loaded conditioner. Touch of
Silver’s keratin shots are perfect for this; or
depending on your shade of blonde, Liquid

44

Blonde to add that golden
tone is especially good for
the bronde (midway between
brown and blonde) among us.

What can brunettes and
redheads do to keep their
colour bright?

I’d recommend using Liquid Blonde, as
it’s essential to keep brunette or red hair
vibrant. I’d also top up the tone, especially
before the big day, as colour can fade so
quickly. Schwarzkopf does a great coloured
mousse which is super-simple to use – that
combined with Liquid Blonde will help to
boost tone and pep up colour in just
one wash.

Which toners are hot for 2017?

We’re seeing such pretty, girly tones at the
moment, but nothing is bigger than this
soft iridescent rose gold, it’s such a lovely
alternative to blonde and can suit almost
any skin tone. It makes hair shimmer and
sparkle so that the condition looks amazing.
Dove grey and silver platinum tones are also
popular. If blonde’s not your thing though, at
the opposite end of spectrum, there’s supershiny espresso brunette tones.

What hairstyles do you think best suit a
bride with an ombre or balayage ’do?

This colour trend is going nowhere and it can
be the ultimate luxury look on anyone’s big
day! It has a very romantic, almost vintage
feel about it anyway, so pairing it with boho
styling is a perfect choice. Half-up half-down
with a touch of Brigitte Bardot is the way
to go.

Lisa’s top four tips for
tip-top colour
 Less is more! Never
underestimate the top up – don’t
overdo it, even if you have a highmaintenance platinum blonde.
Application is so key and needs
to be done by a professional
to ensure the hair’s condition is
maintained.
 Set up an arsenal of toning
products on your bathroom shelf.
Personally, I swear by Touch of
Silver for bright blonde and Liquid
Blonde for warmer blondes; they’re an
essential part of your hair care regime,
topping up the tone or banishing brassy
tones really do make hair look good bad
or ugly!
 A girly pamper night is a must. We
should approach hair the same way we
approach facials. It’s fine to just wash,
condition and go, but at least once a
week you need to do a bit more.
 Use a pre-shampoo treatment PARA
357 Triple Impact and similar treatments
smooth and fill hair while creating shine.
Then use your tonal shampoo, a surface
conditioner, mask or a tone shot for
serious shine – I recommend the Touch
of Silver Shine Shots. With all this prewedding hair
prep, you
really can
use that old
excuse that
you’re staying
in to wash
your hair!

For more of Lisa’s trends and advice,
visit www.lisashepherd.co.uk

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Alison White…Wedding Flowers

Based in Leaden Roding near Great Dunmow, Essex, we specialise in all things
ﬂoral for your wedding day. Also at Martels Wedding & Events Village.
All quotes are given on a free no obligation basis. Call Alison on
01279 876149/07988 824332 or email alison@alisonwhiteweddingﬂowers.co.uk
Facebook: Alison White Wedding Flowers
Website: alisonwhiteweddingﬂowers.co.uk

Sarah

FLORIST

Martels Wedding
& Events Village
High Easter Road,
Barnston,
Essex CM6 1NA

Diamant

Elegant bespoke floral
designs with a classic
French touch.
With over 10 years experience
within the industry, we offer
passion and creativity combined
with the highest quality of flowers
to make your wedding unique
from the bridal bouquet to the
full floral decoration.

- Consultations by appointment 07578 472 474
enquiries@sarahdiamantflorist.com

www.sarahdiamantflorist.com
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Venue styling
Monochrome selection
from Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Slate coasters, £7 for four,
Paperchase www.paperchase.co.uk
Every love story print, £29.99,
Gettingpersonal.co.uk
www.gettingpersonal.co.uk

Chic cake
stand

Monochrome
magic

Black and white
honeycomb decorations,
£5.99, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Fun ffilmthemed
centrepiece

Clapboard lightbox, £29.99,
Gettingpersonal.co.uk
www.gettingpersonal.co.uk

Setting
Pearl table, £69.99, Home
Sense www.homesense.co.uk

Gold and silver foil straws,
£2.99, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

the tone

Modernist
metallics
Silver star, £49.99, Home Sense
www.homesense.com

Dress your venue to fit your wedding
theme with these fun styling additions
Blossom LED light chain,
£19.49, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Ideal for
favours
Silver spot treat bags, £4.99
for eight, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Pompom flowers,
£13.49, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Top table
decoration

Rose gold love balloon,
£4.99, Paperchase
www.paperchase.co.uk
Glamorous
copper resin
pineapple,
£16.49,
Talking Tables
www.talking
tables.co.uk

Phulkari diamond gold and silver
cushions, £42 each, Raj Tent
Club www.rajtentclub.com

La Vie en Rose vase, £28, Kelly
Hoppen www.kellyhoppen.com

Full bloom
Calla lilies in glass cylinder,
£59, Kelly Hoppen
www.kellyhoppen.com
Rose tealights,
£6.99 for four,
Talking Tables
www.talking
tables.co.uk

Mood
lighting

Garden flower wall poppies,
£83.99, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk
spring/summer 2017 47
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Venue styling
White tulle pompom decorations,
£10 for a set of three, Paperchase
www.paperchase.co.uk

all
white
Honeycomb bird,
£6.49 for a set of
three, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Scent the
ceremony

Mr and Mrs signs,
£5 each, Paperchase
www.paperchase.co.uk

What is done in love is done well print,
£45, The White Company
www.thewhitecompany.co.uk

Large bottle vase, £70,
The White Company
www.thewhitecompany.co.uk

Rose candle, £26, The White Company
www.thewhitecompany.com

Porto heart-shaped plates in small and large,
£8 to £20, The White Company
www.thewhitecompany.com

club
tropicana
Light up
the DJ
booth

White wooden alphabet letters, £19.99,
Gettingpersonal.co.uk www.gettingpersonal.co.uk

Tropical bird garland, £10.99, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Be Happy white birdcage,
£9.99, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Party illuminations wooden bar light,
£19.49, Talking Tables
www.talkingtables.co.uk

Fiesta flamingo light, £34.99, Talking
Tables www.talkingtables.co.uk
Pineapple honeycomb,
£9.95, Dotcomgiftshop
www.dotcomgiftshop.com

Central Asian cushion,
£85, Raj Tent Club
www.rajtentclub.com
48

Elephant votives,
£28, Raj Tent Club
www.rajtentclub.com
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Tina’s Pretty Pieces
Martels Wedding & Events Village
High Easter Road
Barnston
Essex CM6 1NA

Personalised & Bespoke
Wedding gueﬆ drop boxes, gifts & keepsakes for your special day
COLOUR MATCHING
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Telephone: 07787 118930
email: info@tinasprettypieces.co.uk

www.tinasprettypieces.co.uk

For all your Wedding decoration & Event Styling.

From Starlight backdrops and skirts, Feather Centrepieces, Martini Vases, Candelabras, Candy Carts/tables,
Linen hire, Bubble bowls, Steel Post boxes, 4ft Love letters, Chair Covers, Sashes in an array of colours,
Ruffle hoods & so much more....
CreativeBalloonCompany

creative_wedding__events

www.creativeweddingandevents.co.uk | www.creativeballoons.co.uk
T: 01708 44 10 10 M: 07908 994035 M: 07860 314666
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Stationery

Gold rush
Swedish stationery label,
Kikki.K’s wedding stationery
range, Always & Forever not
only features invitations and
thank-you notelets, but also a
matching wedding organiser
– perfect for brides that
like to be prepared – guest
book, pen and anniversary
memento files. A simple but
charming gold foil-and-white
motif runs throughout the
range, and a 10-card pack
of invitations is priced at
£10. For more information
on the wedding selection,
go to www.kikki-k.com

Thinking outside the inbox
For brides-to-be prone to hand cramps, Paperless Post has a
pretty alternative to the classic snail-mail invitation. With a host
of renowned design houses and fashion labels releasing savethe-dates, engagement party, hen and wedding invitations,
day-of stationery and thank-you notes, it’s fast becoming a
go-to destination for tech-savvy brides-to-be. Oscar de la Renta
has just launched a – naturally – exquisite range of floral and
metallic-themed designs, chic for any season. Other Paperless
Post collaborators include accessories icon Kate Spade and
luxury stationery brand Rifle Paper. They’re available as flat
or embossed prints, and all are available as print and online
invitations. With prices starting at £1.50, they’re budget-friendly
designer investments. For
more details and the full
range of wedding
stationery available, visit
www.paperlesspost.com

Seal of

approval

The most inviting wedding
stationery around

From the heart
With a portfolio of winsome creations inspired by each
couple, Heart Invites is an award-winning stationery studio
creating beautiful, original design-led printed pieces. All the
stationery is created digitally by Lauren Armstrong from her
studio in Deal, Kent, and is printed by a local print studio
to ensure the best finish and paper quality. Something of
a big-day veteran, she has worked with in excess of 600
couples from all over the globe, so you and your partner can
feel confident that your invitations, menus, table numbers
and thank-you missives will be in great hands. For full price
listings, visit www.heartinvites.com
50

La rustique
Stationery trends tend to reflect the themes that couples opt
for, and the biggest one of the past few years is French-style
shabby-chic, which is rustic with a touch of glamour and luxe.
Vintage-look table names are popular too. Vintage Twee’s
Rustic Vintage collection – which includes the For Richer For
Poorer Lottery Scratch Card Holder favours – is a perfect
example of this style, and demonstrates how versatile this
simple look is – it can reflect a full-on vintage wedding, or a
big day with lots of country charm and personalised nostalgia.
For pricing and further ranges from Vintage Twee, go to the
website www.vintagetwee.com

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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Retro Style Prosecco Van
AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR WEDDINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS, FESTIVALS & PRIVATE PARTIES.
SPECIALISING IN FRIZZANTE ON TAP & PROSECCO BASED COCKTAILS, AS WELL AS BEER
& CIDER ON DRAFT.

W W W. W I N D S O R C O C K TA I L . C O M
@WINDSORCOCKTAIL

/WINDSORCOCKTAILCO

@WINDSORCOCKTAIL

CONTACT INFO@WINDSORCOCKTAIL.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Beautiful hire items and handmade accessories for your special day
Illuminated Signs ♥ Chairs ♥ Vintage Crockery
Luxury Linens ♥ Chair Decor ♥ Candelabras
Card Post Boxes ♥ Candle Votives ♥ Seating Plans
Go on take a peek!

♥f
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Email: info@lovelyweddingtouches.co.uk
Phone: 07970 214510
Find us on Facebook: search for Lovely Wedding Touches
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Planning
Venues

♥
desires ♥

All your heart’s
♥

Arran Harding of Scarlett Heart Weddings & Events
reveals how the family business endeavours to
fulfil all its couples’ big-day dreams
When and how was
Scarlett Hearts Weddings
& Events established?
I had spent 20 years singing and DJing
and my wife, Helja, had been making
cakes for years, so we decided to put
our talents together and provide a
complete service to our brides. Scarlett
Heart was started in January 2016 and
we’ve since gone on to successfully play
a role in more than 60 weddings: no
mean feat for one year! We’re a small
family business; we love what we do and
the fact we get to do it together.

Can you outline the packages
that are available to couples?
Our package includes: chair covers and
sashes of your choice, table decoration; top
table curtain, LED and swags; the wedding
cake – up to three tiers and a completely
bespoke design service; all-day entertainment,
including award-winning live vocals, a DJ and
master of ceremonies; a white LED starlit dance
floor; room uplighting; a photo booth; four-feet
LED letters (with many styles to choose from);
Mr and Mrs cake pop wedding favours; a table
plan, presented in an ornate frame and stand,
as well as individual place cards for each guest; a
chocolate fountain with eight dipping favourites;
a vintage-style sweet cart with candy and a vintage
wishing well or post box for cards and well wishes.

How long does the average wedding
take to plan?
In the time that we’ve been operating we’ve been
confronted with a variety of different time scales
to plan a wedding, the shortest being just three
months. We generally meet our couples for an initial
consultation and plan all the tailored details like chair
coverings, table-centre pieces, cake and musical
playlist preferences. It all falls into place relatively
easily. Most of the time our brides have a good idea
of what they’d like – it’s our job to make their vision a
reality. Each wedding is different and we enjoy hearing
everybody’s ideas and tailoring our package to suit
them. We’re also always prepared for minds to change
during the process.

♥
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How much time do you spend with couples in
the initial planning stages?
We’ll happily spend as much time with our couples as
they need. We’re always at the end of a telephone line,
an email, a skype call or even available to drive straight
to our brides to discuss anything at any point with them.
It's an important part of the service.

How do you ensure that the wedding reflects
the couple’s personalities?
There’s an obvious reflection in people’s personalities in
the things that they choose and the styles and colours
they choose, but I also take great pride in reflecting
their personalities with the music. This may sound like a
cheesy thing to say, but each couple has a soundtrack
to their lives; songs that have been a huge part of their
lives so far, and it’s my job to bring as many of these
memories out throughout the course of the day, through
the songs that I sing and play for them.

What are the current wedding trends?
The biggest trends we’ve noted recently relate to
colour palettes. Shades of dusky pinks and blush are
being combined with gold, rose gold and navy. There
have also been a lot of ruffled hoods on Chiavari
chairs or vertically-dropped sashes with brooches or
embellishments. We also have a lot of orders with
sequins, rose-gold sequined table clothes and runners.
In terms of cakes, there are so many exciting flavours
to try – nobody wants to do the normal things anymore
which just makes everything fun and challenging. The
other item that we tend to be asked a lot for now is the
flower wall or part-curtain part-flower wall.

What are the most outlandish requests the
company has fulfilled for a couple?
We were also asked by a couple to create a cake that
combined both of their ideas. The bride wanted the
classic look, while the groom wanted superheroes on
it, so we created a cake that, from the front looked to be
classic but then when you turned it around it had
the effect of white curtains being opened to reveal a
host of super hero masks. My wife named this cake
Behind every Bride, there’s a Hero. This cake was
modified last month for another couple who wanted
the same elegant front, but wanted the back to reveal
the groom’s love for his favourite football team, West
Ham United.

For wedding planning enquiries, visit the website www.scarletthearweddings.com
ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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THE COMPLETE PERSONAL PACKAGE
OUR UNIQUE, BESPOKE PACKAGE THAT INCLUDES ALL OF THE FOLLOWING

CHAIR COVERS
& SASHES
OF YOUR CHOICE

FREE

WITH THE
FULL PACKAGE

Table Centre Pieces & Decorations
Top Table Curtain. LED’s & Drapes
Wedding Cake or Cupcakes
Live Music All Day
DJ With State of the Art Light & Sound
White LED Starlite Dancefloor
Room Uplighting
3 Hour Photo Booth inc. Images on USB
Giant LED ‘LOVE’ Letters
‘MR & MRS’ Cakepop Wedding Favours
Table Plan and Guest Place Cards
Chocolate Fountain inc. 8 Dips
Vintage Sweet Cart Loaded with Candy
Vintage Wishing Well or Post Box

ONLY

£2,150

WWW.SCARLETTHEARTWEDDINGS.COM
MOB: 07445 690079

OFFICE: 01702 876 090

INFO@SCARLETTHEARTWEDDINGS.COM
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Venue styling

All the
little things

Wedding and
Event Angel

m
You’ve got the venue booked, but now
it’s all about the details that make your
big day your own

Swing low, sweet chariot

Simply Sweet Candy Co offers couples sweet finishes from its
selection of original catering and styling add-ons

Simply Sweet Candy Co is a family-run business, with
husband-and-wife team David and Samantha working together
with their young son, Aaron. Although the company is based
on the Essex coast, they’re more than willing to travel all over
Essex, Suffolk, Kent and the surrounding areas to spread their
delicious wedding extras. The aim of Simply Sweet Candy is
to work with couples to give them something extra-special for
their big day. In the three years since the business started, the
small team has grown its own product line, which started with
just a candy cart, post box and wishing well, into a varied array
of pieces to suit all kinds of marriage celebrations. The most
popular item of the moment is the stunning ice cream tricycle
and the all-new collection of garden games, most of which are
designed and made by Simply Sweet Candy Co itself, making
them unique to the company.
The diverse selection of venue styling and catering offerings
also includes a candy ferris wheel and sweet chocolate box for
those who want to give their guests a sweet treat; post boxes
and wishing wells for storing all your cards and monetary gifts
safely; a lectern and photo mount as a great alternative to the
guest book, big LOVE and MR & MRS letters, which
make a stunning backdrop to your dance floor and giant
garden games to help keep your big and little guests
amused for hours.
For enquiries and requests, call 07787 897 755, email
simplysweetcandyco@hotmail.com or visit the website
www.simplysweetcandyco.co.uk

Simply Sweet
Candy Co
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On angel’s
wings

With styling tips and ideas,
Carol and her angels can help
you create the wedding day of
your dreams

At Wedding and Event
Angel, Carol – along with her
team of ‘angels’ – provides
a professional and friendly
service to couples, helping them create the perfect setting for
their big day. The company specialises in wedding favours,
afternoon teas, dinner parties, wedding cakes, prop hire,
chair covers and bows, as well as a myriad of other beautiful
décor ideas to bring your venue’s look together and add
that all-important final flourish. Tulle table covers, candelabra
centrepieces, candy carts and various other focal point features
are popular Wedding and Event Angel choices available to
couples. The angels are also on hand to source whatever they
don’t have at their disposal through the business’ connections
with preferred suppliers.
Whether you opt for the DIY or Bespoke services,
Wedding and Event Angel will take care of the complete
preparation and set-up of the venue from start to finish,
ensuring that you have a stress-free big day and receive
the best service possible.
Carol and her angels can achieve the look you want for your
budget, with a styling solution unique to your day. Come along
to her studio, or join her over Afternoon Tea in her Secret
Garden to discuss your ideas and inspiration.
For enquiries and meetings, call 01245 460 976 or 07539 022
774, email carolbwcooks@btinternet.com or visit the website
www.weddingeventangel.com
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Simply Sweet Candy Co.
Simply Sweet Candy Co. will help you give your wedding day that WOW factor

Here at simply Sweet Candy Co, we are a family run business based on the Essex coast. We cover Essex, Kent, Suffolk and surrounding areas.
Our aim is to work with you to help make your day a special one.
With our selection of stunning accessories to choose from, any one of them will help add that special touch to your day.

Call

Email

S
S
MEWM 1430 for
a 10% discount

SS

07787897755

simplysweetcandyco@hotmail.com

www.simplysweetcandyco.co.uk

SS

Welcome to Wedding and Events Angel

A unique experience adding the perfect touches to your special day. Hire only or full design service the choice is yours...

 Bespoke chair cover and bow hire  Wedding Favours  Wedding Cakes
 Cake stands, Easel hire and more  Candy carts, candy tables and vintage candy cupboards
 Wedding Cars  Photography  Flowers  Vintage Jewellery Hire  Wine and Champagne
Tel: 07539 022774 / 01245 460976  carolbwcooks@btinternet.com  www.weddingeventangel.com
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Where Wedding Cake
magic begins!

Bespoke Wedding & Celebration Cakes
CONTACT MAXINE - 07984 477 086

ONLINE ❘ MOBILE ❘ IN STORE
WWW.KARENSCAKES.CO.UK 01279 508909 7a NORTHGATE END CM23 2ET

Photography www.gdphotographer.co.uk

Ordering your perfect wedding cake has
never been easier

WWW.THESWEETBERRYBAKERY.CO.UK

Individually
Individuallydesigned
designed wedding
wedding cakes to celebrate
your special day.

thesweetberr ybaker y

@sweetberr ybaker

cakes to celebrate your special day.

Bespoke cake maker
based in Hertfordshire.
tel: 07748043634
email: claire@atyourwishcakes.co.uk

Bespoke home run cake baker based in Hertfordshire.
07572586973 / 07748043634 | claire@at-your-wish.co.uk
www.at-your-wish.co.uk

www.at-your-wish.co.uk
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Beautiful Bespoke
Wedding Cakes

07917 272 529 jipscakes@gmail.com

www.jipscakes.co.uk
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Photography

In the

frame

Wedding photographer Marc Godfree shares
the best big-day moments he’s caught on film
“I love the way that not only the wedding dress pops in this
shot, but also the reds, yellows and greens.”

“For me, photographing unique areas of a wedding venue with the bride and
groom is vital. So naturally, the bridge over the waterfall at the Orangery in
Maidstone just had to feature in Natalie and Ben’s wedding photos.
It’s still one that I love showing off.”

“As a photographer, I love using natural
light to capture those special moments.
As dusk approaches, magical things
start to happen to the light around us
and by adding some additional creative
lighting you can capture so much more.
I love the colours in the sky of this couple’s photo, which is perfectly framed by
their wedding venue.”

“First dances can be unpredictable, especially
when lights and smoke machines are added
to the mix. For this shot, I had to use all my
training and photography skills to ensure I
captured their first dance perfectly. This is a
really challenging photo to capture, which is
why it’s still one of my favourites.”
“I love winter weddings and the additional
candle illumination you find at venues for
this time of year. It adds to the atmosphere
and magical quality of any wedding. These
photos come alive with just the right amount
of light on the couple, and their venue in the

For more details on Marc Godfree’s wedding-day
services and packages, call 07961 101 725 or visit
www.marcgodfreeweddings.co.uk
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“This romantic black-and-white
snap was the perfect way to end
this couple’s creative photography
time together. Silhouettes of the
bride and groom make for lovely
wedding photos and keepsakes.”
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COLTSFOOT
The country retreat

Weddings At Coltsfoot:
Have your special day at Coltsfoot, away
Havethe
your
special
at Coltsfoot,
from
hustle
andday
bustle!
Make it aaway
day to
from the hustle
andyou
bustle!
Makeof.
it a day to
remember
and one
dreamed
remember and one you dreamed of.
Our experienced wedding co-ordinator is
Our experienced wedding co-ordinator is
dedicated to ensuring your special day is
dedicated to ensuring your special day is
just as you ordered so you can just relax and
just as you ordered so you can just relax
enjoy every minute of the day.
and enjoy every minute of the day.
The
The main
main barn
barnarea
areaservices
servicesthe
thewhole
wholeday,
day,
transforming
transformingfrom
fromceremony
ceremonytotowedding
wedding
breakfast
breakfastthen
thenconverting
convertinginto
intothe
theevening
evening
entertainment
entertainmentarea.
area.

The beautiful forty acres surrounding our
The
beautiful
acres backdrops
surrounding
venue
provideforty
romantic
forour
venue
provide
romantictobackdrops
for
fabulous
photographs
capture your
fabulous
photographs to capture your
special day.
special day.
We can seat up to one hundred and twenty
We can seat up to one hundred day guests
day guests and a further fifty evening guests
and a further fifty evening guests (our
(our minimum guest number is sixty day guests).
minimum guest number is sixty day guests).
Receptiondrinks
drinks and
and canapés,
canapés, weather
Reception
weather
pending,are
areserved
served in
in our
our pretty
pretty courtyard
pending,
courtyard
allowingguests
gueststo
torelax
relax and
and enjoy
enjoy the
the
allowing
surroundings
whilst
the
photographer/s
surroundings whilst the photographers get
get
to work!.
to
work!.

For Current Wedding Prices, Show-Rounds And Availability Please Call
01438 212800 Or E-Mail Weddings@Coltsfoot.com

Your dream rustic country wedding reception is waiting
for you at The Chichester Hotel – a historic wedding
venue and hotel in Wickford, Essex.

!

!

www.coltsfoot.com

Our dedicated wedding planners will help you fulﬁl your heart’s desires. We
have a selection of private rooms available for ceremonies and receptions for
up to 140 guests – so whether it is an intimate family celebration, same sex
wedding or civil partnership, we have the perfect room for you.
Our rustic Essex Barn is a traditional style converted historic wedding
venue with high vaulted and oak beamed ceilings. The Chichester Suite has
beautifully restored Tudor beams, which really add character to the space.
Both function rooms for hire have their own entrance separate from the hotel
reception, and each have their own bar for a private wedding experience.
Our Bridal Suite is available for you to relax in prior to the big day, and also
for a peaceful ﬁrst night as a married couple. With other guest bedrooms
on-site, your friends and family are welcome to stay with us too.

Tel: 01268 560 555
www.thechichesterhotel.co.uk

060_AB25.indd 60

01/04/2017 18:02

TudorPark_FPA_AB25.indd 1

01/04/2017 18:03

How ceylan
& ozan said

“

I do

”

Ceylan and Ozan, both 28,
decided to wed at Hylands House
because it combines historical
personality with contemporary chic

We met through mutual friends on a night out
for Christmas Eve. One of my friends and his
friends decided to combine our nights and she
had suggested he bring some (single) friends for
a laugh. It clearly worked out well – I guess we
owe them!
We just seemed to really get on from day one, Oz
can came across as very quiet and shy to everyone
else but I was able to see the crazier side of him.
We also have a very similar sense of humour
which is very important to us. Aside from being
attracted to one another physically, we just
clicked from day one and still do.
In 2014 we booked our tickets to fly to New
York for my cousin’s wedding, which I was
a bridesmaid at. In the meantime, Oz was
planning a secret proposal for us – my best
friends knew, my cousin knew, he even asked my
parents’ permission. Meanwhile, I was so busy
preparing for the trip I didn’t have a clue!
The two of us went for dinner in Little Italy to
the cutest little restaurant, and sat outside as the

62

weather was so warm. While we were dining, a
convertible with the top down pulled up across
the street and his radio was blasting Elvis Presley’s
Can’t Help Falling in Love, which went on to be
our first dance song.
After dinner, we went for a walk along the
Hudson Waterfront to look at the skyline over the
river and get a great photo. Ozan said “Let me
take a photo of you looking at the view, babe.” I
turned around thinking he was about to show me
the photo, but he was down on one knee.
It was such a beautiful night and I couldn’t have
asked for more: finally getting to go to New York,
being a bridesmaid at my cousin’s wedding, my
two closest friends surprising me out there and a
proposal as well! Our wedding had to capture all
that joy.
We wanted a venue that we could project our
personality onto, yet still had a historical
character of its own. I came across Hylands
Estate when searching online and thought it
looked stunning, but didn’t want to get my

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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hopes up. I needn’t have worried; when we went to
view it with a few of our closest friends everyone’s
expression was the same, smiling from ear to ear.
I wanted to see other venues in case but everyone
– including me – knew what I would choose. The
grounds and the house are just so beautiful, with a
mix of heritage grandeur and modern touches.
Everyone was dancing at the end of the night,
so the music was definitely a hit! As the Drawing
Room has a grand piano, we decided to have
someone playing the piano during the ceremony;
it was a romantic, elegant touch. Then we walked
into our wedding breakfast with musicians playing
a drum and violin leading us, which was a classic
Turkish element and Oz’s family also performed
their heritage dance to traditional Abkhazian music.
We followed this with a live Turkish band and a DJ,
which everyone loved. Live music is always great as
instruments add a real energy to celebrations in my
opinion, so our DJ also had a drummer with him
during his sets. Everyone loved the music, as well
as the traditional pot dance. Guests dance in pairs
with the pots, finishing with the bride and groom,
who must smash it. It’s usually filled with sweets
and money as a good luck gesture for your marriage.
Throughout the night there was a mixture of music,
from the live band playing mainly Turkish music,
to the DJ who played mainly commercial music,

Turkish pop and some of the old-school garage
which we love and grew up with it.
My mum walking me down the aisle was a real
highlight of the day for me. We’re so close and I
have some amazing photos to look back on now.
Also, my cousin’s wife Adrienne – who I’d been
bridesmaid for in New York before the proposal –
did a reading during the ceremony that will always
be so very special to me as she spoke so beautifully,
we even used it for our wedding video intro.
We had a few fantastic speeches too: my brother
went first and had everyone teary eyed, laughing
and cheering throughout (he included some quite
embarrassing stories). Then Oz’s best mates made
some speeches, along with my cousin. Finally, a
groomsman – who is also one of my closest friends –
put together a video which included moments from
my hen do in Budapest, raising even more laughs.
Oz and I felt very humbled by everyone’s love and
energy on the most important day of our lives.
I’d say the most special part of our day was once
we had a quiet moment to walk away and really
enjoy our first moments of being married. The
day can be so hectic and overwhelming that it is so
important to have that time and make sure you
can really enjoy it even if it’s from a distance for a
little while.

spring/summer 2017
Real WeddingCeylan&Ozan.indd 63
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ceylan & ozan's

Little Black Book
Bride’s dress:
pronovias.co.uk
Bride’s accessories:
Manolo Blahnik shoes
Hair and make-up:
Ayse Certel for makeup, and best
friend for hair
Bridesmaids’ dresses:
Davids Bridal davidsbridal.co.uk
Groom’s suit:
Tux ‘N’ Tails tuxntails.co.uk
Venue:
Hylands Estate, Chelmsford
hylandsestateweddings.co.uk
Flowers:
burgeon.co.uk
Wedding cake:
instagram.com/sugar_and_ice_cakes/
Entertainment:
Sönmez Music Group turkishdirectory.
london/listing/sonmez-music-group/
DJ Delight djdelight.net/
Photographer:
Phil Bourne of E-Motion Images
e-motionimages.co.uk
64
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Venues

Your wedding,
your way
Fulfil your big-day dreams at Hanbury Manor

W

hat could be a more
perfect location
to celebrate with
your loved ones than
Hanbury Manor Marriott
Hotel & Country Club? A country retreat
with elegant period features, romantic outdoor
venues and scenic spots where you can relax
and enjoy the manicured grounds. With
luxury accommodation, exclusive amenities,
a tranquil spa, tennis courts and a scenic golf
course, your guests can also make the most of
the occasion.
There’s a reason why your wedding day is
called your big day. It’s the only occasion in
your life when you’ll have all the people you
love in the same room on the same day; it’s
the most extraordinary feeling for any couple.
The team at Hanbury Manor want to ensure
your wedding lives up to your wildest dreams.
Throughout your celebrations, they’ll be at
your side, ensuring you enjoy your big day,
your way.
YOUR ceremony
Whatever type of wedding you’re planning –
from a small, intimate gathering, to a large,
extravagant party – Hanbury Manor is the
perfect backdrop. The elegance of the luxury
countryside estate is ideal for a celebration
of any scale, with the rich history of the
manor house lending itself to the romance
of the occasion. Hanbury Manor welcomes
cultural diversity and respects religious,
ethnic and social differences, and as such, the
venue is proud to host all types of wedding
celebrations, including traditional white

66

weddings, Jewish and Asian ceremonies,
same-sex ceremonies and the renewal
of vows.
Originally the chapel of the Manor
House, Poles Hall is utterly breath-taking. Its
vaulted ceilings and historic minstrel gallery
is an ideal setting for unforgettable vows.
Named after the nearby village of Thundridge,
the Thundridge Suite gives you glorious views
across the estate’s Championship golf course.
The Garden Court is an elegant, private, selfcontained space, while the beautiful walled
garden is the perfect setting for photographs
and aperitifs.
With its white walls and astrological symbols
on the ceiling, The Zodiac ensures weddings
are spectacularly original. Guests will love the
remarkable stone fireplace, wood panelling,
and views across the golf course and lake
in the Drawing Room and Library. The
Conservatory’s private terrace and bar is ideal
for a truly intimate wedding reception.
YOUR celebration
Hanbury Manor can’t wait to bring your
dream wedding to life. As one of the defining
moments of your lives, you’ve thought long
and hard about how you would like your
special day to be, and probably have a million
and one ideas, from the flowers to the service
and show-stopping dress to the photographs.
The venue’s attentive Certified Wedding
Planners will be happy to offer advice and
guidance on every aspect of your nuptials –
from the moment you first get in touch with
us, until the final perfect second of your big
day – to give you a day you’ll never forget.

YOUR menu
From classic cuisine to international fusion,
Hanbury Manor offers an array of mouthwatering dishes made with the freshest local
ingredients. Its Executive Chef will work with
you to plan the perfect menu. The kitchen also
provides exquisite custom menus for those
with special dietary requirements.
YOUR room
Hanbury Manor Marriott Hotel & Country
Club’s exclusive wedding packages include the
suite accommodation for your wedding night.
At the end of the perfect day, say goodnight
to your guests and start your new life in style
with a complimentary wedding-night suite,
including chilled Champagne and handmade
chocolates. Relax and share memories of your
big day on a luxurious king-size bed dressed
with Egyptian cotton, plush duvet and fluffy
feather pillows. The hotel’s sophisticated
bedrooms are tastefully decorated and full of
elegant period touches. For the ultimate in
romance, you can even choose a suite with a
four-poster bed and stunning views across the
golf course or parkland. What’s more, the next
morning you can start your married life with a
delicious breakfast in bed.
YOUR booking
Call Hanbury Manor Marriott Hotel &
Country Club’s wedding team on 01920 487
722 or visit www.marriottweddings.co.uk/
hanburymanor
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Venues

Gardens
of love

N

estled within eight acres of tree-lined
gardens, Hutton Hall is partially
surrounded by a moat that leads you
gently towards a private gate opposite Hutton’s
14th century village church. The hall has been
lovingly restored with its interiors carefully
designed to strike the balance between traditional
elegance and a contemporary look – a perfect
combination of tradition and modernity that
promises couples a fantastic wedding venue.

Hutton Hall in a nutshell

 Situated opposite the village church
 Stunning gardens for Champagne, canapés
and photography
 Capacity for 120 guests in the summer marquee
 Dedicated Hutton Hall wedding operations team
 Grand bridal suite with adjacent wedding suite

Located along a quiet country lane in the village
of Hutton just outside Shenfield, the wedding
venue is an idyllic spot for newlyweds-to-be,
while the location is ideal for guests whether
travelling from the UK or flying in from overseas,
as its only seven miles from Junction 28 of the
M25 and can be easily accessed with just a short
car journey along the A12. Hutton Hall is also
just one hour from Heathrow Airport – although
the narrow country lanes surrounding the venue
will make your jet-setting guests believe that
they’ve escaped much further.

those preferring a civil ceremony, while the
village church situated on the other side of the
moat is available for religious nuptials. Couples
are advised to contact the vicar or the dean to
discuss ceremony options.
During the summer months, the venue’s
wedding marquee rests on the lawn, surrounded
by beautiful rose gardens with a seating capacity
of up to 120 guests for the wedding breakfast.
Meanwhile, the hall’s Blue Room can host an
intimate celebration for 60 people. Combine
this with the Grade II listed building – complete
with a grand reception hall, break-out rooms,
an evening reception room, bar and a stunning
first-floor bridal suite – Hutton Hall quite simply
has it all.

A BED OF ROSES

SET THE SCENE

Hutton Hall holds a full wedding licence for

Picture your big-day entrance. Arriving in style,

SO NEAR, YET SO FAR

68

you’ll come along your private gated gravel
drive and head slowly through the trees. As you
approach the gentle turn, Hutton Hall will reveal
itself and you’ll move around the large front lawn
and turning circle. From here, there’s parking to
the right-hand side for your guests, who’ll get
their first glimpse of the traditional gardens with
red brick walls and roses here.
'To the left and behind Hutton Hall, the gardens
unfold with apple trees and roses adding colour
to the lush green hedges and trees. There are
infinite locations for photography throughout
the greens, with excellent backdrops all year
round. In the summer months, the dedicated
marquee will be located on the lawn.
Hutton Hall and its unrivalled gardens make a
fantastic destination for couples, families and
their guests, providing the very best backdrop to
create a memorable and celebrated wedding day.
For more information
Call 01277 413 553 email
info@huttonhall.co.uk or visit
www.huttonhall.co.uk for more information.
huttonhallessex
@Hutton_Hall
@huttonhall

Photography courtesy of www.simplyphotographic.co.uk

Hutton Hall quite simply has it all
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Make it personal
Venues

Your wedding is all about you at That Amazing Place

E

very couple is different:
from chemistry-charged first
encounter to joyful vows, there
are a myriad of experiences,
dating adventures and personal
anecdotes that combine to create that everlasting
bond. So, it’s only natural that a bride and
groom would want to be able to tailor their
wedding to reflect them and their relationship.
That’s why when Lauren and Rob discovered
That Amazing Place’s, they knew it was the
venue for them.

Phil Lynch Photography www.phillynch.com

THOROUGHLY MODERN
This pair are the epitome of the contemporary
couple, having cast their nets across the worldwide web to find the one person they were
meant to be with. This modern-day fairy tale
romance was bookended by a Valentine’s first
date and a proposal in the idyllic Lake District,
so the bar was certainly set high for Lauren and
Rob’s big day.

CARTE BLANCHE
For many couples, the contrast of the modern,
contemporary style of That Amazing Place’s
interior and its traditional exterior is what seals
the deal. However, for these two, it wasn’t so
much the look of the venue but the feel. Lauren
describes it as having a very homely feel, and
70

that exact feeling is what first drew her to the
Essex wedding venue. She also remarked on the
stunning setting, remarking, “I particularly like
that the rooms are decorated so tastefully, there
were none of the horribly patterned carpet or
dated artwork that I was finding at other venues
we had visited. The blank canvas of each room
at That Amazing Place meant I had free rein for
our wedding theme, not having to worry about
clashing colours with existing decor.”

Catering. The newlyweds and their guests
enjoyed a mango and chicken salad to start,
followed by a choice of seabass or lamb, then
a trio of desserts. For the evening dining
experience, they offered their guests something a
little different with a Mexican street food buffet
served outside in the form of chicken, steak and
halloumi fajitas.

TICKLED PINK
Lauren’s a true romantic and self-confessed
Kate Spade obsessive, which is no doubt why
vibrant pinks played such an important role
in the wedding’s theme, with the bridesmaids
walking down the aisle in a vibrant watermelon
shade and the groomsmen accessorising with
pink ties. It wasn’t the only colour of the day
however, as navy and white stripes were also
intertwined along with a touch of gold glitter
for added sparkle. The happy couple ensured
quite literally no area was left untouched
and thanks to Jades Flowers, decorated That
Amazing Place with huge displays of pink
flowers in every space possible.

GLOBAL KITCHEN
The catering during the day was handled by one
of the venue’s recommended suppliers, Magpie

For more information
To find out more, call 07955 940 532, email
enquiries@thatamazingplace.co.uk or visit
the website www.thatamazingplace.co.uk
thatamazingplaceuk
@TAPintothat
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Call 01277 373828
for a Viewing
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Last Minute Deluxe Packages, Call for
availability. BOOK TODAY & GET
uP TO £1000 OFF YOuR WEDDING.
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PRICES:
Ceremonies from £200
Wedding Packages from £995
Bespoke packages also available
SIZE:
Ceremonies from 6 to 820 guests
Wedding Breakfast sit down up to 300 guests
Wedding Evening Reception
from 6 to1000 guests
For a Wedding with a diﬀerence, the
Princes Theatre is unique and makes
the ideal venue. From traditional &
sophisticated to dramatic & theatrical
the Princes Theatre oﬀers packages
to suit all types.
Telephone our wedding Co-ordinator to
arrange a viewing – 01255 686026
@PrincesWeddings /
PrincesTheatreWeddings
weddings@tendringdc.gov.uk

......the perfect place to say ‘I do’
A luxurious country house hotel, built around a
magnificent mansion dating back to 1448 and now
a Grade 1 listed building.
Hintlesham Hall is widely recognised as one of the most
prestigious and romantic wedding venues in Suffolk and has
everything you require for your perfect day.
Every wedding is unique and our experienced Events Team
will passionately work with you from your initial enquiry
to the day itself to create your dream wedding.
Coupled with the Hall’s reputation for excellent food,
friendly and attentive service, luxury surroundings and
memorable photo opportunities, all blend together to
ensure you have a truly special day.
We offer a flexible range of Wedding Packages including
Exclusive Use of the Hall.
Book an appointment to tour this beautiful wedding venue
with Tracy or Julie to discuss your personal requirements.

Call us today on 01473 652334 or contact
tracy.carter@hintleshamhall.com

073_AB25 .indd 73
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Something beautiful

S

Have a picture perfect big day at Greenwoods

et amidst tranquil,
picturesque gardens,
Greenwoods Hotel & Spa
is one of Essex’s leading
wedding reception venues.
With function suites that cover all tastes
from traditional to modern, it can easily
accommodate both small, intimate weddings,
as well as grand ceremonies and receptions.
Offering attentive yet unobtrusive service,
Greenwoods’ events team will be on hand
throughout the day to ensure your perfect
day runs flawlessly. There are several wedding
packages available, all of which can be tailored
to fit you and your partner’s needs, for a day
that’s truly personal.

SET THE SCENE
New to Greenwoods for 2017, the Garden

greenwoods IN A
NUTSHELL
 Tailored wedding packages
 Garden Gazebo for outdoor ceremony
 Capacity for 300 evening guests
 Luxury spa and on-site hair salon
 Hen spa packages
Suite can hold up to 220 seated guests, making
it a great setting for an all-day celebration
– with space for an additional 80 evening
attendees. The space even boasts a private
garden area. For a more intimate celebration,
the Library and Board Room suites offer a
stunning backdrop. These beautifully decorated
rooms are perfect for small civil marriage and
partnership ceremonies, with a capacity for
up to 55 of your nearest and dearest and 46
seated guests for the wedding breakfast. For
less formal buffets or evening receptions, 100
standing guests can be catered for. However, if
you’ve always dreamed of an outdoor ceremony,
why not opt for the Garden Gazebo? With
seating for up to 120 well-wishers, this is a
photogenic start to proceedings.
Ranging from Rosewood to Platinum,
Greenwoods offers a broad selection of wedding
packages to suit all budgets and requirements.

BEAUTY SPOT
With a spa boasting an array of beauty
treatments and even an on-site hair salon, The
Strand, where else would you rather be on
the morning of the biggest day of your life?
Whole wedding-party and guest bookings and
packages are available on request. With your
bridesmaids and mum in the capable hands of
Greenwoods’ glam squad, the morning couldn’t
get off to a smoother start – allowing you a
chance to collect your thoughts and prepare for
the ceremony.
74

PRE-NUPTIAL PAMPERING
Greenwoods is not only the perfect place to
find yourself on the morning of the big day, it’s
also a fantastic hen party option for brides-tobe seeking something more restorative than a
night on the tiles. The Hen Spa Day Package
includes all-day use of the recently renovated
spa’s facilities – including the state-of-theart pool and sauna, a sumptuous two-course
lunch with bubbles and a beauty treatment,
such as an express Elemis facial or luxury
shellac manicure. A truly sensory experience,
Greenwoods’ spa is the ideal place to escape the
stress of wedding planning and bond with your
best girls.
To view the venue for yourself, why not go to
Greenwoods' next wedding fayre, in association
with Main Event Wedding Shows on 14th
May? The function suites will be bursting with
inspiring suppliers.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call 01277 829 990 email
wedding@greenwoodshotel.co.uk or visit
www.greenwoodshotel.co.uk for
more information.
Greenwoodshotel
@GreenwoodsHotel
@greenwoods_hotel
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A Unique & Historic Venue

Order our NEW brochure today
T: 01622 870801
E: weddings@thehopfarm.co.uk
The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood, Kent
www.thehopfarmvenue.co.uk
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Venues

Wildest dreams
Have a wedding unlike any other at Port Lympne Hotel

N

estled at the heart of one of the UK’s
largest wild animal parks – Port
Lympne Reserve – is the Port Lympne
Hotel. Commissioned for Sir Philip Sassoon and
designed by the architect Sir Herbert Baker, the
Edwardian mansion was built in 1912, quickly
becoming a holiday retreat for the rich and
famous. Now it can be experienced by you
and your loved ones on your one-of-a-kind
wedding day.

CREATURE COMFORTS
Following a full refurbishment to restore the
elegant home to its former glory, this unique
boutique hotel has a bar and restaurant, three
intriguing reception rooms, eight lavishly
decorated bedrooms and 15 acres of perfectly
landscaped gardens, set against a stunning
backdrop of far-reaching, romantic and inspiring
views over the reserve to the coastline beyond.
Today the dramatically decorated rooms, polished
floors, high ceilings and intricate details, provide
the perfect backdrop for glamorous ceremonies.

78

Port Lympne Hotel in a nutshell
 Exclusive wedding hire
 Dedicated team of wedding coordinators
 Located within a wild animal park
The hotel can be hired exclusively so that couples
can enjoy their wedding, their way, in their
mansion, or as an incredible party venue, ideal for
an unforgettable reception. You and your partner
have the option of staying overnight in one of the
beautifully decorated bedrooms, with full English
breakfast the following morning.

IN FULL BLOOM
Situated within one of the most picturesque
and distinctive locations in Kent, you can
choose from a variety of beautiful indoor and
outdoor locations within the grounds to say
their vows. During the summer, rings can be
exchanged on the romantic, Italian-inspired
outdoor terraces. Summer 2017 will also see the
newly redeveloped – and licensed for weddings
– Moorish Patio open for al fresco nuptials.
Alternatively, in the winter months, ceremonies
can be conducted in one of the breathtakingly
decorated ground floor rooms. The Aspinall Suite,
adjoining the mansion offers the ideal venue for
eating, drinking and dancing after the ceremony,
no matter what the weather holds in store.
The manicured gardens offer a wonderful

backdrop for memorable photographs with
glittering fountains cascading into ornamental
ponds, colourful borders planted with vivid
blooms, dramatic walkways and of course, the
magnificent Trojan Steps – decorated with
mystical Egyptian friezes. As dusk falls, twinkling
and subtle lighting illuminates the Mansion and
gardens, creating a magical atmosphere.

A HUMAN TOUCH
The Hotel and Gardens at Port Lympne offers a
bespoke wedding service with a dedicated team
of wedding coordinators to provide a seamless
experience. The team aims to ensure every couple
feels that the Port Lympne Mansion Hotel is their
home for the day. To achieve this, they aim to
be unobtrusive, tailor the venue to the couple’s
dreams and aspirations, offer flexible pricing and
bespoke packages and work with local suppliers
where possible and appropriate. The wedding
coordinators go out of their way to ensure that the
two of you and all your guests have a memorable
experience from the moment they get here.
For more information
Call 01303 234 111, email
eventinfo@aspinallfoundation.org or visit
www.aspinallfoundation.org
portlympnehotel
@portlympnehotel
@portlympnepark
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Like no other

S

As wedding venues go, Gaynes Park is one of a kind

et amidst more than 1,000
acres on the ChisenhaleMarsh’s family estate near
Epping, Gaynes Park
enjoys a truly one-of-a-kind
setting. The venue’s sweeping views of the
capital’s skyline contrast with its stunning Essex
countryside, farmland and forests surroundings
makes it seem in a world of its own. However,
with its proximity to the M25 and M11, as well
as nearby London Underground stations, it’s a
convenient spot for guests travelling from far
and near to share your special day. And an ideal
location and panoramic views aren’t the only
things this rural idyll has going for it – listed
barns, an orangery, spectacular gardens and
charming accommodation combine to make
Gaynes Park a one-of-a-kind wedding venue.

IN THE FRAME

Justin Bailey Photography

There are many photographic opportunities
within the Walled Garden, which offer yearround colour with its herbaceous borders,
classic roses, bulbs and stately shrubs. It’s also
an ideal spot for guests to mingle in during
the post-ceremony drinks reception, or even
to play garden games, such as giant Jenga or
croquet. There are several other photogenic
scenes around the estate which are essential
stop-offs for the wedding album, including the
heart gate, the pavilion with twinkling fairy
lights and the sweeping drive with views of the

London skyline and beyond. Many couples
and their photographers like to return later in
the evening to capture romantic and informal
shots, sometimes by moonlight.

MASTER CHEF
LET’S GO OUTSIDE
Gaynes Park’s contemporary-chic Orangery is
on the site of an old Victorian conservatory.
The garden aisle leads you from the Long Walk,
up through the garden to the central double
doors of the Orangery. Its bright and airy
interior creates a relaxed, yet truly inspiring
space for your wedding ceremony and drinks
reception afterwards. It's licensed for civil
ceremonies for up to 150 guests. The heating
and air conditioning allows for weddings and
drinks receptions all year round, while still
offering dreamy outdoor views. Meanwhile,
the listed Gather Barn is a beautiful open-sided
barn surrounded by elegant planters – a grand
entrance to the Mill Barn. It's licensed for civil
wedding and partnership ceremonies, providing
a perfect space for al fresco nuptials as well
as drinks, a hog roast or barbecue, informal
seating or a receiving line.

INNER BEAUTY
The spacious Mill Barn, supported by four
centuries-old tree trunks, has floor-to-ceiling
windows both at the entrance and overlooking
the courtyard, allowing natural sunlight to
82

flood in. The mezzanine gallery also provides an
added dimension: an additional seating area for
the wedding breakfast, space for a string quartet
or even as a quiet chill-out area in the evening
with Raj-style furniture and table lanterns – the
options are endless. The barn’s licensed bar and
dance floor area will also ensure that you and
your guests can enjoy the celebrations together
under one roof. The entire venue has disabled
access and facilities – excluding the mezzanine
floor. The Mill Barn can seat up to 150 guests
for dining and 200 guests for your reception.

Gaynes Park has built a reputation for
exceptional catering. Specialising in modern
British cuisine, its chosen Fine Food company,
Galloping Gourmet, offers a fine-dining
experience like no other wedding venue. Many
of its young, talented and enthusiastic chefs have
trained in star and AA-Rosette establishments
and pride themselves on producing flexible
menu options and food that looks both elegant
on the plate and tastes delicious.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call 01992 660 329 email
gaynes@wedding-venues.co.uk or visit
www.gaynespark.co.uk for more information.
GaynesPark
@gaynespark
@gaynespark
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Weddings
from

£3,630

Best Western Marks Tey Hotel is perfect setting for
your wedding with a great choice of Function Rooms.
On Your Special Day Relax and Enjoy the Occasion
whilst our experienced team ensure you have the
Perfect start to your Married Life.

Marks Tey Hotel  London Road  Colchester  Essex  C06 1DU

Call Sharon 01206 214803
sharon@marksteyhotel.co.uk

01473 201039

www.marksteyhotel.co.uk
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THE WEDDING COLLECTION

23 GEORGE STREET, ST.ALBANS AL3 4ES
01727 837230 info@cerimonia.co.uk www.cerimonia.co.uk
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A stunning 15c Barn set in the heart of the Essex
countryside. If you are looking for a very special
wedding venue, with an intimate atmosphere, that’s
exclusively yours, and oﬀers every couple a very
personal service then Crabbs Barn is the perfect choice.
As a family owned and run business, with superb
accommodation for every bride and groom and their
chosen guests, we are committed to ensuring that your
special day is everything you have dreamed of.

Cranes Lane, Kelvedon CO5 9AX
01376 572643
weddings@crabbsbarn.co.uk
www.crabbsbarn.co.uk
www.facebook.com/Crabbs-Barn
www.instagram.com/crabbsbarnweddingvenue/
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Venues

Always in season

B

The Lion House is a perfect wedding venue all year round

oreham’s Lion Inn Hotel’s function
suite, Lion House, is an elegant
option for a wedding. With a
capacity for 150 seated guests, the
multi-functional venue is easily adaptable to
whatever your needs and style is as a couple.

Something old something new

The Lion House is a glorious mix of
contemporary comfort and vintage styling
providing the perfect backdrop to your big
day. With a classic Art Deco-inspired bar and
a bright airy ambience – created by the feature
glass wall – it’s a calm, neutral space that will
put your guests at ease.

A venue for all weathers

The biggest question for couples who want
to marry at the Lion House is what season to
opt for. Whether you yearn for festive nuptials
or a summery big day, the venue can provide
an appropriate setting for proceedings. For a

the lion inn hotel IN
A NUTSHELL
 Licensed for weddings
 Art Deco-inspired bar
 Capacity for 150 guests
 A large bridal suite
 23 bedrooms for guests
winter wedding, the Lion House’s team can
offer guests a cosy welcome, with a real fire
in the Art Deco-inspired bar area, with its
low ceiling and beautiful granite surfaces.
However, the private garden overlooking
the fields beyond is a fabulous spot to
hold summertime reception drinks, with
the trickling of water from the large stone
fountain offering a peaceful soundtrack.
Whichever season you and your partner
choose in the end, you and all your guests will
enjoy the highest standard of food and service
– two qualities which The Lion Inn Hotel is

already renowned for locally. All catering is
prepared and provided by the venue’s chefs,
specifically for you and your guests.

All night long

Licenced for wedding ceremonies, the venue is
perfect for both the ceremony and reception,
while the hotel’s 23 bedrooms – including a
large bridal suite – will ensure that you and
a number of your guests have a comfortable
night’s rest after the celebration. A wedding
at The Lion House can be enjoyed to the full,
with the knowledge that its experienced staff
has taken care of everything.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call 01245 394 900 email
info@lioninnhotel.co.uk or visit
www.lioninnhotel.co.uk for more information.
TheLionInn
@lioninnboreham
86
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For all seasons

Whether you want to marry in summer or winter, Gilwell Park has an option for you

S

et in 108 acres on the edge of Epping
Forest on the London-Essex border,
Gilwell Park combines historic location
with amazing facilities and service.
A popular choice in the local area, it has been
hosting wedding receptions for many years,
and is licensed for civil ceremonies, offering
you the option of enjoying your ceremony,
wedding breakfast and overnight stay all in
one place. Not only that, but there’s a host of
wedding packages to make planning your day
even easier.
Couples booking weddings at Gilwell Park get
exclusive use of the venue, including lounge
bar, outdoor areas for reception drinks or
evening barbeque, the grounds for photography
and the large main hall for a wedding breakfast
for up to 150 people.

Gilwell Park in a nutshell
 17th century Grade II listed estate
 Licensed for civil ceremonies
 Capacity for up to 250 evening guests
 40 boutique bedrooms

Gilwell Park provides a perfect setting for a
cosy winter wedding, with signature rooms
in the estate’s grade II listed White House
making an elegant celebration space. It has
been sympathetically restored to offer the
most facilities, including a lounge bar and 40
bedrooms, including 35 en-suite. Within the
White House there are three interconnecting
rooms which can be used for the ceremony
and reception drinks.
However, if you want to use the grounds for

photographs, a summery outdoor ceremony
under the porch of the enchanting Gidney
Cabin may appeal.
If you’re planning a larger wedding, a better
option may be the Colquhorn International
Centre (CIC), which is a purpose-built
conference and event centre, with a main
hall offering seating for up to 150 guests for
formal dining and a total capacity of 250 for
evening receptions.
For more information
To find out more, call 020 8498 5300, email
gilwell.conferences@scouts.org.uk
or visit the website
www.towntocountry.co.uk/gilwell
gilwellpark
@towntocountry

Beyond the sea

The Grand offers sophisticated and spectacular views

W

ith spectacular views of the English
Channel and French skyline,
Grade II listed hotel, The Grand is
a magnificent building offering a suite of stylish
rooms perfect for hosting your special day.
The simply stunning outlook over one of the
finest marine parades in the world, the famous
Folkestone Leas, will provide you with the most
romantic and memorable wedding setting.
With the venue’s elegant spaces offering a
sophisticated backdrop to proceedings, The

88

Grand prides itself on being the perfect venue
to host both your wedding ceremony and
reception. Its professional service staff are
dedicated to making your dream day a reality.
The venue’s wedding coordinator will help plan
every single detail to ensure you are provided
with an experience that you and your guests will
treasure forever.
The Dining Room function suite has a real wow
factor, proving to be the most popular choice
for couples holding their wedding reception
at The Grand. With three balconies, graceful
proportions and high ceilings, this allows you
and your guests many great photographic
opportunities. Being the venue’s largest space,
it can comfortably cater for numbers from 50
all the way up to a staggering 220. Combined
with beautiful views over the Terlingham
Gardens, the famous Leas promenade and the
English Channel, this space is certainly one to

be admired.
Then there is the Green Room. With its high
ceilings and tall windows, this charming
reception room can comfortably sit 150 guests
for a ceremony, and up to 80 for a wedding
reception. The high ceilings and tall windows
make this room chic yet intimate. The Green
Room also boasts a balcony – an ideal spot for
romantic wedding photographs with a stunning
sea view backdrop.
For more information
To find out more, call 01303 222 222,
email weddings@grand-uk.com or visit the
website www.grand-uk.com
The Grand, Folkestone
@The_Grand_RR
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A Fairytale, a Dream of Romance

HEDINGHAMCASTLE.CO.UK
HALSTEAD, ESSEX 01787 460261
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Real wedding

How lisa
& luke said

“

I do

”

Lisa and Luke, both 27, opted
to have their reception at
Old Brook Barn for its scenic
surroundings and versatile space

L

uke and I met at school and
after 10 years together, he
proposed in Bali in May 2015.
It was completely unexpected. We had
gone to Mexico over new year and
had booked a dinner on the beach but
it was cancelled due to bad weather.
When we then travelled to Bali I saw
that you could have dinner on the
beach at our hotel, so I suggested it
to Luke. Little did I know that he'd
already booked it all up and brought a ring
with him.
The night of the meal was beautiful; we had
a private waitress and several courses of food.
Midway through, Luke said he needed the toilet
and off he went. A few minutes later, singers
came out and started performing our favourite
song and I thought to myself, ‘that’s a shame,
Luke’s missing this,’ but when I turned around
he was walking towards me and got down on one
knee! He had arranged the singers himself, as
well as fireworks to go off just after he asked. We
will remember it forever.

92

A friend of mine recommended Old Brook
Barn. We had been to so many friends’ weddings
that we felt we had seen most of the venues in

our area already. When we walked into Old
Brook Barn we both liked the feel of it. We had
decided we wanted a wedding everyone could
come to and the location was perfect as so local.
The venue has a beautiful outlook, lots of space
inside and out to cater for all weathers and they
gave you the freedom to do what you wanted.
We got married in the church where I was
christened as it has sentimental value for me and
my family.
We kept the decorations very simple. We had
lots of white flowers, candles and champagne
buckets as centre pieces. We displayed photos of
all our nans and grandads, and named our tables

ABSOLUTE BRIDAL
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after the relations we had lost so we felt they were
still a big part of the day.
My bridesmaids were two of my very best friends,
Stephanie and Francesca. They wore white, but
chose their own dresses to suit their style. I didn't
even think about who to ask, they were the natural
choice and both incredibly helpful in the lead-up to
the big day.
For the evening entertainment, we had singers
we’ve known for many years. We used to go to
the venue they performed in on a Saturday night
when we first got together, so again it was a bit of a
sentimental choice. As a surprise for the guests, we
had a performance from DJ Luck & MC Neat. We
thought this would be fitting because we got together
at school and lots of our friends were school friends;
the joke leading up to the wedding was that it would
be like a school reunion for everyone! DJ Luck &
MC Neat were who we
all listened to back then, so it was great when they
came out and got the dance floor filled for the night!
Our biggest extravagance was the carousel and
fun fair rides we had set up outside - they were
completely worth it though! Everyone was on the

carousels with a glass of prosecco in hand – not only
did it make lovely photos but it was lots of fun too.
We also had real champagne ice lollies to fit with the
fun fair theme.
There were lots of lovely special surprises on the
day. My mum had arranged for a singer to sing Isn't
She Lovely by Stevie Wonder as I left her house in the
morning. It was perfect. Luke also surprised me by
telling me that he'd booked a mini-moon in Sorrento
during his speech.
There were lots of personal touches to our
wedding. We used my dad’s classic cars and minis for
the day, one of my oldest friends made our cake, my
bridesmaids did readings in the church and I got my
dress from the shop I had driven past for years and
admired. I had photographs of my nans and grandad
who I’d lost tied to my flowers, while Luke had his
grandads’ photos pinned to the inside of his jacket.
I would say our wedding was the best day of our
lives. It’s the same old cliché everyone says, but
you really do have a lovely feeling all day. You’re
surrounded by all the people you love and who want
to celebrate with you.

spring/summer 2017
Real WeddingLisa&Luke.indd 93
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Real wedding

lisa & luke's

Little Black Book

Wedding dress:
Kate Halfpenny from Bespoke Wardrobe in
Ingatestone bespokewardrobe.co.uk
Bride’s accessories:
Manolo Blahnik shoes, an Emmy London belt
and diamond earrings gifted by the groom on
the wedding morning
Bridesmaids:
Keepsake keepsakethelabel.com.au
Groom:
Savile Row tailor, Gary Anderson
garyanderson.com
Hair and make-up:
Two of the bride’s best friends –
Sarah Hare and Kayleigh Hawkins
Ceremony venue:
St Nicholas Church, Kelvedon Hatch
Reception venue:
Old Brook Barn
Catering:
Stock & Bailey stockandbailey.co.uk
Welcome Drinks entertainment:
Olu Shola olushola.co.uk
Evening bands:
The Bassett Brothers thebassettbros.com
DJ Luck and MC Neat djluckandmcneat.com
Wedding cake:
Made by a friend of the bride, Claire Nicholson
Flowers:
Hutton Florist
Photographer:
Barney Walters barneywalters.com
94
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07927 515996
www.tinawingphotography.co.uk
info@tinawingphotography.co.uk
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Martels Wedding & Events Village

!
Get the look
Visit the revamped Martels Bridal
Boutique for the ultimate weddingdress shopping experience

Nathalie Delente Photography, www.nathaliedelentephotography.com

M

artels Bridal Boutique has long been Essex brides’ bestkept secret, but after two successful catwalk shows – at
February’s Chelmsford City Racecourse Wedding Show
and March’s High Barn Wedding Fayre – showcasing the store’s
exquisite selection of sophisticated wedding gowns, it’s fast becoming
the must-visit boutique for stylish brides-to-be.
The dress store is the area stockist for both Emma Bridals and Emma
Bridesmaids, offering beautiful brand new gowns made to measure. It
also offers discounted showcase, on-trend wedding dresses and handpicked pre-loved gowns – all of which can be purchased and taken
away that day.
Speaking after the second fashion show at High Barn, Martels Bridal
Boutique’s Director, Karen Lambert said, “We have a selection of
beautiful wedding dresses and bridesmaid dresses from Emma Bridals,
as well as a brand-new range of Christina Rossi dresses from Australia;
all affordable and fabulous!
“At Martels Bridal Boutique we pride ourselves on our fun
and relaxed approach to business. Our team is knowledgeable,
experienced, caring and thoughtful. Any bride that gets her dresses
from us has a great, stress-free shopping experience. The boutique
has been revamped and expanded for 2017, so the store is much
bigger – with an expanded range of gowns to match – so we’d love to
welcome brides-to-be who’ve visited before to come again to see the
new collections and experience all we have to offer in our wonderful
new space. Martels Wedding & Events Village has more than 20
companies all under one roof, so come to the boutique, but shop for
everything else you need from friendly and professional suppliers –
it’s like a wedding department store!”

For more information
To find out more, call 01371 871 969, email info@martelsevents.co.uk or
visit the website www.martelsevents.co.uk
MartelsEventsVillage
@Martelsbusvill
@martelseventsvillage
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With a wedding comes a dream.
Creative and emotional
photography and film making is
our passion and privilege.
With a personal understanding
of making special memories we
add a sprinkle of direction to
achieve a relaxed atmosphere for
captivating the best images that
you will cherish and visual story
telling that will last forever.

“A story held eloquently
in a photograph by a
single moment in time”

07827 323254 | info@clipz-photography.co.uk
www.sarahrookphotography.co.uk
Facebook.com/DaleRookFilms
Clipz Photography_FPA_AB25.indd 1
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07517166552
enquiries@eleven11photography.co.uk
www.eleven11photography.co.uk

Wedding Photography and Wedding Film services represent
great value and excellent quality with no hidden charges!
Packages from as little as £650
Contact us now to make your appointment
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info@chicmedia.co.uk
07478 666373
www.facebook.com/chicmedia/

01/04/2017 22:08

Secrets by Sarah _FPA_AB25.indd 1

01/04/2017 22:09

The wish list
Wedding gifts

John Lewis’ Gift List Development Manager, Tasneem Shafiq talks about different
approaches to wedding registries, the popularity of gift vouchers and
how couples can keep their list personal

Where should a couple start when it comes
to picking products – is it best to pick
things you like the look of or would you
suggest a more strategic approach?
The key is leaving yourself plenty of time, as
it can often take longer than you first realise.
Some couples find it useful to look online
first and decide what categories they’re most
interested in, which means it's easier to be
focused when you start adding to your list.
We’re seeing more couples setting up a giftvoucher-only list, enabling you to shop around
for longer. This is also a good option if you
would like to put the money towards a bigger
purchase, such as carpets or a fitted kitchen.
If a couple already lives together would
you suggest they prepare lists of things they
want to update or replace?
We advise that couples start making their list
approximately eight weeks prior to their big
day. It’s also important to remember that the
list doesn't just have to consist of items you
need and should also be things that you want
and can enjoy together!
The number of couples moving in together
before they tie the knot has increased by
almost 30 per cent in the past decade; and
with this change John Lewis has seen a
development towards ‘everyday luxury’ items

such as Kate Spade and House of Hackney
tableware replacing the traditional essentials
such as cutlery canteens on their list.

are often purchased by guests quickly. It’s also
beneficial to have a range of prices to cater for
all budgets.

Which products lend themselves best
to being upgraded/are most popular as
upgrades with your couples?
You can upgrade almost anything now.
However, the more traditional items such as
kettles and toasters along with china, bedding
and linen are popular. You can also look to
upgrade some of your other home items such
as furniture, home accessories and even TVs.

If a couple are feeling overwhelmed by the
choice, which rooms/areas would you
suggest they focus on?
We would suggest that they focus on items
they would like to have based on their
hobbies and lifestyle and what they might
like doing together rather than a room
focus. For example, suitcases, cameras,
sports equipment or even honeymoon and
charity contributions.

How long would you suggest a couple
spends in store when they pick the products
for their list? Is one visit enough?
This really depends on the couple and how
big or small their list is. However, we do offer
complimentary hot drink and cake vouchers
so couples can take a rest if they need to! You
can of course, also manage your list online,
enabling you to add and remove items further
down the line.

Which items would you suggest that the
couple can enjoy for many years to come
and turn into heirlooms?
Traditional items such as photo frames and
champagne glasses always make a great,
long-lasting gift. However, some of our more
contemporary lighting, furniture items and
even kitchen electricals such as KitchenAid
food mixers can become heirlooms too.

How many items would you suggest go on
the list per guest. Say if there are 100 guests,
how many products?
We recommend putting more items on your
list, as guests like to have choice and items

Any tips for making sure the list reflects
their personalities?
Choose items that reflect your
lifestyle, hobbies and interests, rather than
sticking to traditional gift list items.

Bestsellers

Here’s some of John Lewis’ current
wedding registry favourites
Flamingo cushion,
£20

Tom Dixon
oil reed
diffuser, £75

Design Project by
John Lewis nest of
tables, £375
KitchenAid Mini
Stand food mixer,
£449

Salsa garden chair,
£50
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Jura Impressa E60
Bean-to-Cup coffee
machine, £695

Bric Firenze
small
holdall, £355

02/04/2017 15:34

Creative Artistic Professional Photographers
Prices start from £75 per hour

020 8363 2456
info@peterdyerphotographs.com
www.peterdyerphotos.com
Peter Dyer_FPA_ABM24.indd 1
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‘Experience without expense’

Tel: 07545054832

| Info@PhotographybyAnnaMarie.com | www.PhotographyByAnnaMarie.com |

104_AB25.indd 104

01/04/2017 22:13

105_AB25.indd 105

01/04/2017 22:14

Photography

moment
Catching the

Ella of Ella Violet Photography tells us why she
became a wedding photographer and how she makes
clients feel comfortable on the day

A

“Our wedding photos look like they’ve
been pulled out of a magazine, they’re
so beautiful! Ella managed to
photograph every single bit of our
wedding without us even knowing she
was there. It’s all captured so naturally.”
– Mr and Mrs Bennell
106

fter finishing my
photography degree, I
decided to set up my
own business. Throughout my
studies, I focused mainly on fashion
photography and had a keen interest
in textiles and design. All these
things come together beautifully
when capturing weddings, so this is
how it all began for me.
Some people would say that I’m
slightly obsessed with all things
wedding related. From the tiniest
detail of your confetti right through
to your venue, be it a glamorous
castle on the hill or a small festival
tipi in your back garden, and
everything in between – I love it all!
I always meet with my couples
regularly before their big day so they
can keep me updated on all their
plans, as I wouldn’t want to miss a
single detail. During these meetings,
we’re able to form a friendship,
which really does help everyone
to feel relaxed when I’m snapping
photographs throughout the day.
For enquiries and more examples of
Ella Violet's work, visit
www.ellavioletphotographyblog.com
or email her at
ellavioletphoto@btinternet.com
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Food & drink

Popping corks
and filling forks
Food and drink ideas from across the
wedding world
Winter is coming

Premium ice cream specialist Four Winters
is bringing the latest dessert trend of liquid
nitrogen ice cream to weddings across the
UK. The brand’s new mobile unit offers a
high quality catering service, designed to
wow guests and create a sense of theatre.
The offering will include a mobile ice
cream-making unit serving two
flavours – either chosen from the
menu or
created bespoke for those hiring.
Catering for every mood and
palate, the menu includes a
collection of ice creams, yoghurts
and sorbets that are made using
only the best seasonal ingredients.
Harnessing the power of liquid
nitrogen, Four Winters is able to
create super-smooth ice cream
that captures the exact taste of the
ingredients for a superior serve.
The patented process has been
fine-tuned to not only be fun at parties
but also to deliver custom-made desserts
in seconds.
Popular winter flavours include Pumpkin
Harvest, S’more, Green Apple Pear and
Candied Sweet Potato.
Four Winters offers its catering service for
£5 per head to events that count a minimum
of 100 guests across a serving time of two
hours, with set-up and transportation fees
determined at the time of booking. For more
information, visit www.fourwinters.co.uk

Going soft

Seeing a gap in the market for a delicious,

full-bodied alcohol-free beer that really
tastes as good as the real thing, St Peter’s
Brewery has launched St Peter’s Without®,
a three-year project and a major
investment for the craft brewery.
Three years in the making, St Peter’s
Without® is a real, bona fide choice
even for the most ardent beer
drinker. It's brewed to the exact
same standards as craft ales,
but without the alcohol. It is
completely different to and
better than other alcohol-free
and low alcohol drinks on the
market, contains less alcohol
than a glass of orange juice and
is at least 25% lower in calories
than standard beer.
St Peter's Without® is available
nationwide on draft and in bottle.
For more information, visit
www.stpetersbrewery.co.uk

Spirit of the occasion

Espensen Spirit, a delicious range of flavoured
vodkas, gins and whiskies has launched in
Bristol, co-founded by Sam Espensen and her
business partner Phil Gillies.
Made using fresh fruit, and base alcohol from
Langley Distillery, Espensen Spirit drinks
contain no artificial colours or flavours, so
have a shorter shelf life than most spirits, and
are best drunk within a few months of being
made. The launch products – available in
3, 5, 20 and 50cl measures – are Gin Genie
(blueberry gin), Ruby Cuby (rhubarb and
custard vodka), PG Sips (pink grapefruit
and raspberry vodka) and Pump Up the
Jam (raspberry gin). Donations from the
sale of every 50cl and 20cl bottle are made
to different local charities, including the
homeless charity Caring in Bristol,
Holly Hedge Animal Sanctuary, the
Racehorse Rehoming Centre and a local
cancer charity. Available for sale via
www.espensenspirit.com, prices range from
£3.25 for a 3cl bottle, to £29.50 for a 50cl
bottle of gin.

Whip it good

Katy Alston - known as Mrs Whippy to her
108

customers in Sussex - has been voted the
country's top mobile ice cream seller run by
the Ice Cream Alliance.
The award crowns a successful period which
has seen her serve up ice cream to guests at
the wedding of England rugby player, Billy
Twelvetrees and at a birthday party organised
by actress, Kate Winslet for her husband Ned.
Katy, who operates her business Pinks Vintage
Ice Cream from premises in Bognor Regis
with her daughter Georgia - aka
Little Miss Whippy - said she
currently has one ice cream van
and a tricycle but is now planning
to expand and may open an ice
cream parlour.
To find out more about
wedding hire, visit the website
www.pinks-vintage-icecream.co.uk

Little fizz

If you’re organising a hen party
and looking for something
a bit more special than your
average fizz, why not opt for
personalised mini Moets? Pick
a funny snap to upload online
at www.moet.co.uk, choose
a bottle quantity and simply
order. Priced £19.99 each,
these #MoetMoments will be
the perfect addition to a fun
girly weekend.
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Events, Perfectly Tailored
Black Jacket Events provides bespoke catering solutions with an outstanding quality of food
and service. Using only the finest ingredients and fresh produce, much of it local, every dish
is carefully prepared to the highest level by our team of passionate and talented chefs. From
weddings to corporate events to dinner parties, choosing Black Jacket Events will ensure that
your guests thoroughly enjoy and always remember your catered event.
With thousands of events worth of experience behind us, we can also be called on for your
other event management needs. We can give you one point of contact for planning, setting
up, running and breaking down your event, providing professional staff to help every step
of the way. And for your next social gathering why not try something a little different? Black
Jacket Events also specializes in cooking classes and parties that will be sure to excite young
and adult crowds alike.

We will be delighted to discuss your requirements and make suggestions that will help you
develop a perfectly tailored menu, adding that essential ingredient to make
your event a complete success.

You can contact us on 01206 827883 or at info@BlackJacketEvents.com

www.blackjacketevents.com

Black Jacket Events_FPA_ABM25.indd 1
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Videography

One moment in time
Capture the candid moments of your wedding day with Jinks and Flicks’
slow-motion video booth

Jinks and Flicks’ award-winning slowmotion video booth captures all the
natural smiles and heartfelt emotions
of your big day. Using advanced
videography technology, it can
encapsulate the essence of personal
celebration in a way that photos and
normal videos simply can’t. We spoke to
the company’s Director, Lee McDermid,
to find out more:
Tell us about your rebranding.
We get asked a lot why did we change
name of the company from Go Slow
Motion to Jinks and Flicks, especially
after winning in the WOW Factor
category at the 2016 Essex Wedding
Awards. The truth is our product has
come so far since we started the business
two years ago, so this change has felt like
a natural progression.
Where did the idea of the slowmotion booth come from?
We’d seen many photo booths at
weddings and parties and wanted to
take the idea to another level. Using
video instead of still photography means
we can capture all the moments and
emotions of the day with sound and
movement bringing the whole thing
to life. Still photography simply cannot
achieve this; we all understand that no

one really likes having their photo taken
and posed photography can often look
awkward. However, Jinks and Flicks,
captures the joy and laughter of the day
in a more natural way.
What makes slow-motion videos
so special for weddings?
Couples want to be able to hold on
to the best memories from their days,
but they also want to entertain their
friends and family in the evening. The
slow-motion booth give couples brilliant
entertainment as well as capturing some
very special moments. We find that
everyone gets involved, ensuring that all
your guests make an appearance in the
video memento.
The videos we make have a very
spontaneous feel, this is because the
booth is very open and nothing is
staged. Guests can come in and out as
freely and as often as they like over the
course of the evening, which makes for
such a fun and entertaining reception
experience. We’ve also found it brings
out different emotions in people, we
capture moments of natural laughter,
huge smiles, loving moments
between guests, kids being kids and
looks between brides and grooms
which could be fleeting, yet in slow
motion are made almost cinematic.

For more information and booking
enquiries, visit www.jinksandflicks.co.uk
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When this montage is combined with a
song chosen by the bride and groom, it
creates something truly magical which
can be treasured forever.

“Absolutely
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much fun! Th ntastic, our guests had so
ank you so m
F licks, we w
ould recomm uch Jinks and
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photo booth
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any day.”
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oreham Hou
se

“We booked
Go Slow M
o
wedding –
absolutely fi tion for our
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Wedding
selfies

Spotlight Star Booths
Sweet ‘n’ Booth

Get yourself and your guests in the Spotlight!

Photo
Booth

Spotlight Star Booths is a Photo Booth, Magic Mirror, Sweet Cart and Sweet
Corner hire company whose aim is to make your event unforgettable, and
we can do so by providing you all the tools you need to have an amazing
time and the sweetest moments with your loved ones.
We cover London, Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent and surrounding areas.
Visit our website for more information or
please get in touch with us.

Sweet
Cart

01992 639 989

www.spotlightstarbooths.co.uk
info@spotlightstarbooths.co.uk

@spotlightbooths

@spotlightstarbooths

Magic
Mirror

@spotlightstarbooths

10% discount on packages quoting ref SpotlightAUG17*
*Expiry date for booking with discount Aug 2017
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Entertainment
Venues

As unique

as you

Jimmy Lee of Jimmy Lee Entertainments talks to us about how he aims to make
each wedding as original as its couple
How do you help
couples tailor their bigday entertainment to
their tastes?
Each wedding is unique
so I offer a free, noobligation consultation
where I find out as much as possible
about the bride and grooms’ wants
and needs. Then I build from there.
Few couples want an ‘out of the box’
package wedding, so why should their
entertainment not be as bespoke as the
rest of their day?
Tell me a bit about what makes your
photo booth special?
I don’t cut corners with any of the
equipment I use so my clients always
know they have premium equipment and
quality service. There are several things
that set my photo booth apart, such as
the branded USB in presentation case
supplied to every customer, the quality
of props and the stylish print templates
clients can choose from – or even have
an original one designed for them. I’m
most proud of our booth hosts though.
We have a greeting station where guests
are welcomed with conversation, help
with props and the guest book, as well as
information about how to get the most

out of their photos.
I think a good way to encompass all of this
is that old adage; It’s not what you do, it’s
the way that you do it. Though that would
never be our slogan I think it explains what
we’re about in a nutshell.
What's your policy on taking song
requests on the day, and how extensive
is your catalogue of tunes?
I’m there to entertain by giving the
customers what they want. If their
request is not appropriate the best way
to deal with that is to ask if they have
an alternative they’d like to hear. Lying
and saying I’ll play something I have no
intention of playing is never an option. I
have over 40,000 songs on one laptop
that I use and the same library on a backup laptop that has never been required,
and isn’t likely to, but even the tiniest risk
is too great when it comes to someone’s
wedding day!
Do you try to please all generations of
guests with your playlist?
I’ve been DJing for 34 years – since I was
13 years old – and have built a huge library
of music that’s updated at least once a
week, so rest assured all tastes are catered
for. I’m even on promo lists so have
advance access to some releases.

How do you tailor your playlist to
keep guests on their feet all night?
I’m always reassessing and adjusting
throughout the night. The dance floor
mood is something that constantly
changes so I need to be able to react to
that immediately to keep the dance
floor busy.
Finally, what would you say are the
most popular songs for first dances
and other poignant moments
throughout the evening?
Every event differs. One person will
love the most popular first dance of the
moment: Ed Sheeran’s Thinking Out
Loud because of its melody, lyrics, etc. but
another will hate it because they think it’s
overplayed or predictable. I wouldn’t want
people to think I’m advising them on
choices, but I do have a music database
on my booking system where they can see
the top 200 requests at the moment, the
top 50 first dances, top 50 father-daughter
dances, top 50 mother-son dances, top 50
bouquet-toss songs, and so on. These lists
are also available via the DJ Intelligence
app link on my Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/JimmyLeeEntertainments).
That way, those who do want the
inspiration for their playlist can choose
from a list of suggestions.

To find out more and to make enquiries, visit www.jimmylee.co.uk
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The Wedding Photo Booth Experts
Officially the best of British!
WINNERS OF THE BRITISH WEDDING AWARDS 2015 & 2017 ‘SPECIAL TOUCHES’ CATEGORY

 Exclusive stylish white booths
 Memory book & double prints included
 Premium design & personalisation as standard
 British wedding award winners 2015 & 2017
 Nationwide network offering FREE delivery & setup
 Fun props - Brand new for each hire
 Fully inclusive packages - No hidden charges
 Flexible payment terms - Including credit/debit card, direct debit plans & more

01202 798623 (Lines open 9am-6pm)
07513 156883
Email us! gb11@giggle-booth.co.uk
Facebook - Giggle Booth Essex and Hertfordshire
giggle-booth.co.uk/essex-hertfordshire

111_AB25.indd 113
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A DIFFERENT
CLASS OF
PHOTOBOOTH

N

ESTABLISHED IN 2005 WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON PROVIDING CUSTOMERS WITH
THE BEST ENTERTAINMENT EXPERIENCE POSSIBLE. OUR AIM IS TO MAKE THE
BIGGEST DAY OF YOUR LIFE AN EVENT TO REMEMBER.

With three hand-built, vintage inspired, quirky and
individual photobooths, capable of producing
fantastic, memorable images.
You and your guests can create the most
fantastic memories.

YOUR WEDDING DAY IS THE MOST IMPORTANT DAY OF YOUR LIFE. THERE IS

We supply a huge, varied and classy selection of
vintage-themed props, accessories and costumes
to make your wedding party both stylish and most
wonderfully memorable.

NOTHING BETTER THAN CONFIRMING YOUR LOVE IN FRONT OF YOUR FRIENDS AND
FAMILY. THERE REALLY IS NO BETTER REASON TO HAVE A CELEBRATION. WE OFFER A
SPECIALIST SERVICE DESIGNED TO MAKE YOUR DAY AS MEMORABLE AS POSSIBLE.

Photoboothing the dapper, the dandy

T: 01245 328015 M: 07828 827759
E: JAMES@ULTIMATEENTERTAINMENT.ORG.UK

and the debonair
since 2011
Ultimate
Entertainment

07970 141 876
37
East Bridge Road
www.TVPBC.com
South Woodham Ferrers
Essex
CM3 5SB

rg.uk

Specialist Wedding DJ
FOLLOW US ON: FACEBOOK OR TWITTER

www.ultimateentertainment.org.uk

ESSEX’S PREMIER PHOTO BOOTH HIRE!

www.ultimateentertainment.org.uk
www.ultimateentertainment.org.uk
07828 827759
07828 827759
Design your own unique Photo Booth exPerience:
01245 328015
01245 328015

 unlimited Props  immersive green screen
 red carpet with LeDs & Barrier  guest Book
 usB stick  DJ & candy cart available

PACkAgE 1

3 hours of unLimiteD usage

PACkAgE 2

4 hours of unLimiteD usage

prices from

£250

CONTACT OLI & NEIL ON
01621 779154 OR 07725106518

FOR MORE INFO VISIT www.PIXSgALORE.CO.uk
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CLA
I R
E
WILLIAMS
A BESPOKE LIVE
MUSIC PACKAGE
FOR YOUR
SPECIAL DAY
20 years experience in the UK and Europe.
A wide range of songs and styles from those ever
popular classics to the latest hits.




“

“

Claire is amazingly
versatile and can belt out
a power ballad that will
have the hairs on your
arms standing on end
then follow it up with a
dance ﬂoor ﬁller that will
have everybody moving!

Tel: 07864564026
email: claire3110@hotmail.com
Claire Williams Live Vocalist
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Transport

Get me to the
church on time
Vintage Dreams Wedding Cars offers wedding parties
an elegant, enjoyable and punctual big-day experience

Y

our wedding should be the most
memorable day of you and your
partner’s life, and Vintage Dreams
Wedding Cars wants to make sure that
is for all the right reasons. Combining
stylish motors, experienced drivers and
impeccable timekeeping, you can be
assured a professional, first-class service
for this important occasion.
Covering mid and north Essex,
Vintage Dreams Wedding Cars serves
Chelmsford, Witham, Braintree,
Kelvedon, and of course, Colchester and
its surrounding areas. Its drivers will also
travel further afield to destinations such
as South Suffolk.
The company’s two Imperials, which are
named Lilly and Milly can carry up to
seven passengers each, and wedding
parties will receive service with a
personal touch; for example, the cars
can be decorated on the day in the
big-day’s colour scheme. When couples
hire both vehicles, there are two-way
radios on board to coordinate any
last-minute arrangements.
Vintage Dreams Wedding Cars’ drivers
are either ex-police, ex-military, or have
passed the advanced driving test, so

116

you and your bridal party will be in safe
hands on the day.
The expression, ‘get me to the church on
time’ may be an old-fashioned saying,
but it’s still as critical today as it ever
was, and by investing in these up-market
cars, Vintage Dreams believes that it’s
taking away most of a couple’s big-day
anxieties. After all, so many parts of the
wedding day rely upon transportation
and punctuality to help the bride and
groom’s other suppliers to produce their
part of the day.
The company will also look into ways of
saving its clients unnecessary expenses.
For example, in many cases, the driver
can transport up to seven bridesmaids
to the church before returning to collect
the bride, so couples will only have
to pay for the hire of one car, rather
than two. That sort of clever saving can
add up to a lot of Champagne for the
welcome reception!
Recommended by several top regional
venues, Vintage Dreams Wedding Cars
offers its couples a high quality service
with great value to match.To find out
more about wedding hire, call 01206 212
443 or visit www.vintagedreams.co.uk
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VINTAGE DREAMS
Essex & Suffolk Wedding Cars

Wedding Car Hire in Clacton-on-Sea &
Surrounding Areas of Essex

Proms Weddings and Special Occasions
A Multi Award Winning Wedding Car Service

We supply luxury and classic cars for the
most important day of your life, making it
a truly memorable occasion.

Tilly,Milly
Millyand
and
Lilly
can
each
carry
upseven
to seven
people
Lilly
can
each
carry
up to
people

Tilly

 Luxury Wedding Transport  Executive Hire
 Prom Cars  Chauffeur Driven Wedding Cars
 Theatre Trip Transport  Race Day Transportation
07715 663 358 | luxuryandclassicweddingcar.com
luxuryandclassicweddingcars@hotmail.com
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Beautiful Vocals for your Special Day

PROFESSIONAL WEDDING DJ
Covering all of Essex
With a range of rigs and lighting effects, with a wide range of
music such as 80’s, 90’s, 00’s, Disco, Party, Chart, House, Club,
Garage and many more

Essex and surrounding areas
T: 07730260575
E: emma.cummins@hotmail.co.uk

www.emmacummins.com

Have a chance to create your own playlist and
have the music you and your guests love.
Quality mixing, NO stop and start playing,
no microphone rambling.

T: 07817171064 E: djajessex@gmail.com

www.djajessex.co.uk
www.facebook.com/djajessex

MYDJ is a leading corporate DJ entertainment company with 20+ years djing experience.We
ensure your event runs as smooth and hassle free as possible, from the initial enquiry into our
services to booking and attending the event we feel the whole process should be stress free.
Our package plans can be bespoke tailored
to your event with options such as:
✔ All white starlit DJ booth with
up-lighted Podiums & Speaker stands
✔ Giant Love Letters / Mr & Mrs
✔ Starlit led dance floors
✔ Starlit led backdrop curtains
✔ Room uplighting
✔ Photo booths
✔ Percussionists
Free quote with a meeting at the venue

Tel: 08432892330
www.mydj.events

118_AB25.indd 118

02/04/2017 14:37

10% discount when
you quote Promo
code AB2017
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Grooms

A deeper
shade of

The bolt
from the
blue

Designed to
bring a vibrant,
contemporary
edge to men’s
tailoring, this
suit by French
Connection is
cut for a slim fit
from a bright
blue wool blend
fabric. Flattering
yet comfortable,
it’s a great spring
option for grooms.
This sculpted
suit silhouette is
also available in
silver for men with
subtler tastes.

blue

From navy to ice blue, Moss
Bros. has spring/summer
2017’s biggest suit
trend pegged

Three-piece, slim-fit suit, shirt,
tie and pocket square
| £115 | 34 - 54in chest

Cold as ice

Take your formalwear to
the next level with this
stunning, ice blue threepiece suit from the Moss
London range. With an
impactful shade and ultraflattering skinny fit, this
outfit is bang up to date.
Three-piece skinny-fit suit with
shirt, tie and pocket square |
£99 | 34 - 46in chest

Proud peacock

This bold peacock blue three-piece
suit will ensure that your bride only
has eyes for you. A great choice
for the confident man, this stylish
single-breasted suit from Moss
London is expertly tailored from
wool blend fabric. It’s cut for a close
fit that’ll create a sharp silhouette.
Three-piece skinny suit with
shirt, tie and pocket square
| £99 | 34 - 46in chest

120
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Rock star

Rock modernity with this stunning
two-piece suit from the youthful
Moss London range.
Two-piece skinny fit suit with
shirt, cummerbund, bow tie |
£79 | 34 - 46in chest
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Lounge lizard

Don't forget that every great
wedding suit is elevated by a
complementary buttonhole.
We suggest you opt for cream
or pale pink flowers when
matching with blue.

You can always trust Ted Baker to
deliver a perfect wedding outfit. Head
down the aisle in this faded blue,
three-piece suit – a superb big day
choice. Junior sizes are available for the
youngsters amongst your groomsmen.
Three-piece, tailored suit with shirt, tie
and pocket square | Adult £145 | Junior
£115 | 20 - 32in and 34 - 60in chest

Casino Royale

This modern navy
dinner jacket works well
as a twist on a classic
for formal evening
nuptials. Exude Bondlike confidence all night.
Single breasted with
a peak lapel, this twopiece suit is made from
pure wool for a quality
feel, while the textured
jacquard weave adds a
further dash of intrigue.
Two-piece tailored fit suit
with shirt, cummerbund and
bow tie | £99 | 34 - 52in chest

Modern man

A fashion-forward aesthetic
is stamped all over this
stand-out Moss London
suit, boasting a vivid blue
fabric and contemporary
shape. The skinny fit
sculpts the torso, creating
a masculine and modern
silhouette, while the classic
detailing gives the outfit a
distinctly bespoke finish –
ideal for your wedding day.
Three-piece skinny-fit suit
with shirt, tie and pocket
square | £99 | 34 - 46in chest

Tails of the
unexpected

Make a statement with
your wedding attire by
opting for this stunning
three-piece morning
suit from the evercontemporary Ted
Baker range.
Three-piece tailored suit with
shirt, tie and pocket square |
£165 | 36 - 52in chest

The Moss Bros. hire collection has evolved to reflect men’s formalwear today, bringing fresh new styles and greater choices. Brand new trendled pieces will appeal to style-conscious grooms but still hit the right note for important occasions. Suits are available with a £10 deposit,
cancellations are free and a 20% discount is available for parties of more than four for a limited time.
For more information, visit www.mossbroshire.co.uk
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Grooms

Mr Cool
Gillette’s Fusion ProShield Chill razors offer the
fresh clean feel that all men want when they
shave. The cooling technology – which is held in
the lubrastrips before and after the blades – is
released through shaving strokes, resulting in
a refreshing sensation. The handle’s FlexBall
technology has an innovative pivot which responds
to facial contours for a maximum contact shave.
With a retail price of £12, the ProShield Chill razors
are available online and at mass retailers.

Motor musk

improvement
Help your man look his big-day best with
this collection of toiletries and cosmetics
So fresh
and so clean
men-ü’s Black Pepper and Bergamot Ultra
Concentrate shower gels have a high
percentage of active ingredients, so a
little goes a long way. It also has added
moisturisers to prevent the skin from drying,
as well as pro vitamin B5 and vitamin E. This
spicy and fruity blend of black pepper and
citrus bergamot combines to invigorate and
keep your man fresher for longer. Available
in a 500ml tank for £26.85 or 100ml for £8.95,
you can buy it at www.men-u.co.uk

You’ve gotta have faith
Specifically designed for men’s skin, Al Dïn’s A Touch of Faith
daily moisturiser has been created using a carefully selected
blend of high quality natural ingredients for optimum daily
hydration. Containing a combination of gentle yet effective
ingredients, this luxurious skin
treat is the perfect post-shave
treatment to revive and rehydrate
the skin. Infused with a fresh
scent, it’s easily absorbed to
leave the skin feeling soft,
smooth and supple without a
greasy residue, ensuring that
he has a big-day glow to match
yours! Priced £14.95 for a 50ml
bottle, it’s available online at
www.aldinskincare.com
ABSOLUTE
BRIDAL
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Designed to mark the arrival of the allnew Jaguar F-Pace family sports car, the
Jaguar Pace fragrance is an expression
of masculinity, emanating power,
confidence and charisma – all
qualities shared by your groom, no?
The aroma comprises a stimulating
trio of strong black pepper, fresh
green apples and aromatic rosemary,
while the heart note is rounded off
with aromatic lavender and luxurious
orris, which marry elegantly with the
base note consisting of the classic
woody aromas of amberwood,
patchouli and crystal moss. Jaguar
Pace is available from Marks &
Spencer stores nationwide and online
at www.marksandspencer.com

Ted the barber
Men’s formalwear and fragrance favourite Ted Baker has
expanded its empire to now include the Grooming Room
– a barbershop inspired by adventures through Istanbul’s
backstreets. After discovering the joys of the traditional
Turkish master shave, the brand decided to bring the
experience to the British gent. Hot towels, bespoke trims,
brow threading and a truly close shave are all part of the
practise at Ted’s Grooming Room, which now has branches
across London. With treatments starting at £12.50 for a walk-in
15-minute brow threading and going up to a booked £75
Cut a Dash with Ted hour-session including a haircut, shave
or beard design, followed by a restorative hot towel
treatment – with ear flaming as required. For more details
on how to book your groom-in-waiting for a tidy-up, visit
www.tedsgroomingroom.com
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Walkies at Weddings
Walkies at Weddings is a bespoke wedding
service which involves your dog on the
biggest day of your life....

Our packages:
GOLD
- Dog boarding night before wedding - Bring your dog to
the chosen venue - Boarding wedding night
SILVER
- Dog boarding night before wedding - Bring your dog to the
chosen venue - Doggy drop off in the evening
BRONZE
- Bring your dog to the venue on your big day

Contact us for more details: Sally Rosser
Mobile: 07811 244811 sally.rosser@btinternet.com
www.walkiesatweddings.co.uk

We offer a bespoke Dog Chaperone Wedding
Service and can chaperone your dog to your
wedding for inclusion in your pre and post
ceremony wedding photographs! This is a
unique dog friendly service that enables you to
include your beloved family dog on your truly
special day.
We are fully insured, professional and friendly,
with over 15 years’ experience in dog handling
and animal care.

LET US LOOK AFTER YOUR VIP CANINE GUEST
SERVICES INCLUDE:

 Bringing your pet to the ceremony for pre
and post ceremony wedding photographs and
assisting with your dog’s role during the day
 Supervision and care for your dog throughout
the event (minimum of two hours)
 Full dog home boarding both before your
wedding day and during your honeymoon
 Full responsibility for your dog taken by a fully
insured, experienced member of our team

AMANDA FRASER FISH

07840 214613 / 01473 333493
Email: amanda@amandasark.co.uk
Visit: www.amandasark.co.uk
@AmandasArkIP5
@amandasarkip5
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Real wedding

How stacey
& craig said

“

I do

”

Stacey, 26 and Craig, 29 chose
Channels Lodge for their big
day as it offered the dream
outdoor ceremony and barn
reception they’d always wanted

C

raig and I first met in 2006 when he
was 18 and I was 16 but it took a few
false starts to get us to this point. I was
working on the suit department in the Lakeside
branch of Burtons when I saw Craig shopping.
As soon as I saw him I walked over to the tills to
make sure I served him, even though that wasn’t
my usual job. I wrote my number on the back on
a receipt and slipped it into his bag – he hadn’t
even asked for it! He texted me later that evening
and we became an item. It fizzled out after a few
months and we went our separate ways.
In the summer of 2008, I booked my first girls’
holiday to Zante. Halfway through our break,
I saw Cherry Bay the beach bar I saw Craig on
the dancefloor! We didn’t talk, but from that
evening I saw him most nights in different bars
along the Zante strip and funnily enough, my
friend and his friend ending up having a holiday
romance. A year later, I was leaving Ayia Napa
after a week of partying with the girls. Guess who
was in front of me in the queue at Burger King
in Larnaca Airport? Craig and his friend Noah!
We were both in relationships at this time, so we
said hello and went back to our groups of friends.
Then in summer 2011, my friends and I thought
a weekend at V Festival would be a good way to

126

see out that summer. Walking through the huge
crowds, who do I walk past? Craig and Noah
again! Both newly single at that point, we chatted
for a little while, but neither of us was ready for
anything so we left it there.
In the early months of 2012, Craig had decided
to go travelling with his friend John – his best
man – in Asia. While he was away he wrote to
me on Facebook and we would message back and
forth. Once he came home, our first date was to
see Shrek in London which was amazing, and
since then we’ve been together.
We got engaged to each other just after being
together for three years. Craig and I had planned
to go to New York for my 25th birthday. We were
there for six nights and we saw the whole city
and shopped until we dropped. The final day was
my actual birthday, and we spent it by going to
Macy’s first and then a coffee shop to get some
sandwiches and drinks to have lunch in Central
Park. We walked around for ages (my new Toms
were already worn down) until Craig found a
nice spot opposite Belvedere Castle, opposite
Turtle Pond. He then pulled out a small ring box
that he had hidden in his camera case. We’d not
used the camera once that trip, and it turned
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out that Craig had just carried the ring around
in it for the whole holiday waiting for the right
moment! Getting engaged was the best birthday
present ever.
We’d been to a few different venues that were
nice, but as soon as we saw Channels we just
knew this was perfect. Having the ceremony
outside and the reception in the barn was just
how we imagined it – me more than Craig, he
just went with it, I think! The setting was lovely
and I liked that it was all on the same grounds.
The staff were lovely, which just made it more
perfect. We chose September as it would still be
warm but not too hot for the outside ceremony
and photography.
I had four bridesmaids: three of my best friends
and my now sister-in-law. They wore a sleeveless,
lilac maxi dress and they all looked stunning. It
wasn’t a difficult choice to make as I wanted them
all to feel comfortable and they all loved it.
The evening’s entertainment started with was
the I Spy cards photo props we laid out on the
tables so that everyone could enjoy themselves
as soon as they were seated. The real fun came
out with the photo booth though! Everyone at
the wedding had photos in there and 99 per cent

of them are with a little help from a few shots!
Our DJ, Brad James, does sets for the club night
Lovejuice. With a lot of the wedding guests being
aged 25 to 30, they already know what he plays
and have been to his nights. Brad also played
Someone For Everyone, which filled the dance floor!
The funniest moment of the day for me is when I
threw my bouquet. Craig’s cousin Gary’s partner
Mark caught it – earlier that night I had said to
him, “you’d best be up there when I throw the
bouquet or I won’t do it!”
There were some lovely photos that caught in
the moment – like coming down the aisle and
my Nan getting caught up in my dress before
she gave me away! Hearing the speeches was
lovely and such effort went into them. Everyone
has said to me is how much fun it all was from
start to finish – and that they had a sore head the
morning after!
We were both so nervous leading up to the
ceremony, but once that had happened we
were so relaxed and enjoyed the whole day.
After dinner and the speeches, we finally got a
minute to ourselves to take the whole day in.
It was just such an indescribable feeling; being
complete and part of a team. It was the best day
of our lives.

spring/summer 2017 127
Real Wedding.indd 127

01/04/2017 22:39

Real wedding

stacey & craig's

Little Black Book
Bride’s dress:
Amorae Bridal amoraebridal.co.uk
Hair and make-up:
Adele and Amie from So Glam
soglamessex.wordpress.com
Bridesmaids dresses:
David’s Bridal davidsbridal.co.uk
Grooms Suits:
Anthony Formal Wear
anthonyformalwear.co.uk
Venue and catering:
Channels Lodge channelslodge.co.uk
Wedding Cake:
Holly Mathews at Dolly and Dave’s Cakes
dollyanddaves@hotmail.co.uk
Flowers:
Claire Philips clairelphillips1@hotmail.co.uk
Entertainment: Snappy Booth
snappybooths.co.uk and DJ Brad James
djbradjames@hotmail.co.uk
Photography and Videography:
Paul Hubbard paul-hubbard.co.uk
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David J Pearson
Toastmaster and Master of Ceremonies

A Fellow of the Guild of
Professional Toastmasters
Expert planning advice and
guidance in the lead-up to your
big day
The extra “touch of class” and
style that will make the occasion
truly memorable.
Tel: 020 8863 7291
Mobile: 07738 991 685
Email: dpearson@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: http://dptoastmaster.sharepoint.com

New Facebook page :
Top Tips For
your weddiNg day
Zoe & cHarlie
‘We recently married at Hunton Park and Jango
was our Toastmaster. He was fantastic’

Having me look after your special day is more
reasonable than you may think, please give me a
call to discuss. Thank you.

Tracey Mother of the bride
‘We cannot thank you enough and are now waiting
for our youngest daughter to get married so that you
will come and look after us all again’’

sopHie & lewis
‘You helped us make it the best day of our lives on
Saturday, something we will never forget.’

www.toastmasterjango.co.uk
e-mail: jango@toastmasterjango.co.uk | Tel: 01923 609 777 | Mob: 07703 210 600

129_AB25.indd 129

02/04/2017 14:50

Hen parties

The perfect hen party for

fitness fanatics
With its centrally based, no-contract, pay-asyou-train boutique London gyms, 1Rebel has
been revolutionising London’s fitness industry since January 2015. It’s famous
for themed classes but 1Rebel’s team has gone one step further for gym bunny
brides-to-be and their besties. Most brides are on a diet or fitness kick before
their wedding, and many struggle to find healthy and fun alternatives for their
hen do. With that in mind, 1Rebel added bridal sessions to their offering.
Whether it’s your favourite Ride, Reshape or Rumble session – 1Rebel can make
it an unforgettable experience.
£40 package includes:
 1Rebel session of your choice  Blow Dry at Barber + Blow  Superfood
Bellini or smoothie from Supernatural  Mini prosecco bottles  Decorations
For enquiries and bookings, email rosie@1rebel.co.uk

The perfect
sEND-OFF

Not every bride wants a sash, strippers and shots,
so here are a handful of hen weekend ideas
for women of all tastes

The perfect hen party for

=

The perfect hen party for

adrenalin
junkies

Known for its rugged fell, breath-taking
mountains and seemingly endless
turquoise lakes, Cumbria’s Lake District
is one of the UK’s most stunning holiday
destinations. Whether you’re an intrepid
outdoor adventurer or partial to a pint
and bit of pampering, this outstanding
place of natural beauty has it all.
While being pampered at your
accommodation is tempting and
necessary, at some point it would
be worthwhile getting outdoors and
enjoying the scenery too. Powerful,
easy to handle and huge fun to ride,
quad bikes are a great way to sample
the thrills of motorsport. With expert
instruction, even complete novices
can quickly start blasting along like
seasoned professionals. This incredible
track features everything from flat, fast
terrain, to rocky fells with streams, boggy
ground and angles up to and beyond
45 degrees. A perfect option for thrillseeking hens. For more details, visit
www.chillisauce.co.uk

culture vultures
There’s much more to the beautiful city of Cambridge than scholars and
reference books. Expect charming cobbled streets, boutique shopping, quaint
tea rooms, vibrant cocktail bars, photo opportunities galore and even citydwelling cows. If you are looking for the perfect place to have your hen or stag
weekend, you should have it in Cambridge. Even with its academic prowess,
history and beautiful scenery, this is not a destination to be underestimated in
the fun stakes.
Combine a relaxing punting tour along the Cambridge Backs, as well as having
a go yourself, where you will hopefully learn the art of punting without
falling overboard! All the spacious 12-seater tour punts are very
comfortable and offer stunning views for all on-board. Why not opt
to go during sunset and drift along the Cambridge backwaters,
glass of Champagne in hand, as Chinese lanterns light your path
through the shimmering waters? You could even complete a
treasure hunt while you explore and get to know the area at the
same time. For more details, visit www.chillisauce.co.uk
130
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Hen parties
The perfect hen party for

domestic goddesses
Mary Berry wannabes will be in showstopper heaven at a Bake with a Legend
session. The bride and her party will be greeted by an ex-Great British
Bake Off contestant – participating alumni include Ian Cumming, Howard
Middleton, Paul Jagger, Glenn Cosby, Kate Henry, Sandy Docherty and
Ugne Bubnaityte – and a refreshing glass of prosecco. The star baker will
then provide them with a demonstration and then it’s the group’s turn;
although they’ll be on hand to help, naturally. All the baking will be judged,
so hens will want to choose their partner strategically! It’s not all over once
the awards are presented, as the group can tuck into the treats – previous
bakes have included to-die-for praline eclairs – and quiz the celebrity baker
on their time on the show, as well as pick up other handy tips.
At £99 a head, the Bake with a Legend package includes:
 Glass of prosecco on arrival  Three-hour session including baking
demonstration with a former GBBO favourite  All equipment  All ingredients
 Event organiser  Kitchen assistant  Snacks throughout the event  Boxes
for leftovers  Prizes for the best baker

The perfect hen party for

Nordic explorers
Now a popular holiday destination, Iceland offers a holiday of a lifetime, and a
great bonding experience for a friendship group. Reykjavik, the mystical capital
city offers everything from the Blue Lagoon, to the iconic Northern Lights, and
everything in between; all under a blanket of crisp, white snow. Tick it
off your bucket list by organising a hen party that none of you will never forget.
For more information and booking details for the city’s tours and attractions –
which include whale watching trips and an authentic Viking dinner –
visit www.lastnightoffreedom.co.uk

The perfect hen party for

party animals
Barcelona will awaken your senses and capture your heart, with its vibrant
nightlife, stunning architecture and passion for life. You and your favourite girls
will spend this trip drinking sangria and dancing ‘til dawn. However, with more
than 100 holiday suggestions on the Last Night of Freedom website, which
range from flamenco shows to Arabian baths, you may want to spend your
days exploring the rich culture the Spanish city has to offer. For more ideas,
accommodation tips and booking details, visit www.lastnightoffreedom.co.uk

=

The perfect hen party for

history
lovers

Bath is a stunning city famous for its
Ancient Roman baths, magnificent
Georgian buildings and historical
landmarks. But as well as its cultural
importance, Bath remains a thoroughly
modern city boasting high-end shops,
cafes, bars, clubs and restaurants. It’s
the only place in the UK where you
can bathe in thermal water that comes
directly from natural hot springs deep
beneath the city and definitely worth a
visit if you’re in the area.
If you want something unusual that will
have everyone in stitches, then West
Country Games is the ideal activity. You
and your group will head over to the
heart of the countryside to engage in
a series of It’s a Knockout style events,
all with a west country twist! Let your
hosts take you around all the activities,
including the pitchfork dual, the cider
run and Vicky Pollard handbags as you
compete against other stag and hen
groups to be crowned the champions.
For more details, visit
www.chillisauce.co.uk
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Honeymoons

An Aegean escape
Celebrate your love at the Miraggio Thermal Spa Resort in heavenly Halkidiki

R

adiating romance across the
Kassandra peninsula, the world’s
first beachfront thermal resort
Miraggio Thermal Spa Resort is
Halkidiki’s newest answer for those
seeking the ultimate romantic
honeymoon getaway, providing a
flawless backdrop for couples affirming
their love. Whether you’re planning a
traditional ceremony with your nearest
and dearest, a holistic honeymoon
experience or wining and dining
within the surroundings of the resort’s
new luxury marina, Miraggio Thermal
Spa Resort helps to create treasured
memories that will last the two of you
a lifetime.

Couples can redefine traditional
wedding vows with the new Miraggio
Thermal Spa Resort luxury yacht
package. Setting off from Miraggio’ s
remarkable new marina, you can cruise
the Aegean Sea whilst exchanging vows
in an intimate ceremony, with your own
private captain and skipper, before
docking at the Toroneos Restaurant
to feast on the finest locally sourced
seafood against the backdrop of a
golden sunset. Other optional details
include a luxury car service, dedicated
photographer and even the opportunity
to be photographed underwater!
Offering a laid-back big-day experience,
Miraggio Thermal Spa Resort covers
all the other necessities, such as the
wedding
cake and
Champagne,
freeing up time
for couples to
discover the
hotel’s unique
combination
of thermal
and Thalasso
pools and
state of the art
fitness area.
To complete
the wedding makeover,
Miraggio’s beauty
treatments extend
beyond a full rejuvenation
at the spa. The perfect
wedding hair and makeup can be created at
the spa’s hair salon,
while manicures and
pedicures will leave
brides beautified from top
to toe.
Newly opened last
year, Miraggio Thermal

Spa Resort reflects the current trend
for wellness weddings and holistic
honeymoons, and the tailored couple’s
treatments in the Mythria Spa allow
couples to experience a lavish Ritual
of Hydro-Bliss session, or a tension
relieving treatment in their VIP suite,
which includes the self-heating mud
mask following either a one-hour full
body massage or facial which helps
prolong the benefits of the mud and
water treatments. Another is the
beautifying Thalasso treatment, a
complete detox that unlocks the process
of water retention, ensuring guests feel
their very best inside and out.
Soaking in the awe-inspiring views over
the beachfront, the private suites at the
Miraggio Thermal Spa Resort are perfect
for the most romantic honeymoon;
echoing the charm of Halkidiki. Unwind
with your partner overlooking an Edenlike setting in your own private pool, or
enjoy the resort’s extensive facilities and
gourmet restaurants, all complete with
stunning romantic backdrops.
Poised on the peninsula of Halkidiki,
Miraggio Thermal Spa Resort is quickly
becoming the definitive wedding
paradise. Whether you desire to say your
vows on a stylish yacht, celebrate with
loved ones overlooking the sea within
exceptional surroundings, or honeymoon
within the privacy of your luxurious pool
suite; Miraggio Thermal Spa Resort
tailors a romantic escape to whatever
couples are seeking with bespoke
packages for all at one of Europe’s finest
new spa resorts.
HALKIDIKI HIGHLIGHTS
✺ Intimate yacht wedding option
✺ Tailored couple’s treatments
✺ Private suite complete with pool
✺ Beachfront resort with restaurants

To find out more about the resort’s offers and packages, go to www.miraggio.gr
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Peter Minney
F.G Int.P.T MCMI

Professional ToasTMasTer & MasTer of CereMonies
Being a Fellow of the Guild of International Professional Toastmasters, Peter is focused on providing high quality
service and customer satisfaction - we will do everything we can to meet your expectations.
Your wedding day is one of the most memorable days of your life, so it is worth appointing a qualified Toastmaster to
ensure that everything possible will be done to make it memorable for all the right reasons.
“ I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will
never forget how you made them feel.”
UK Finalist and Regional Winner of the 2015, 5 Star Wedding Service Awards.
Awarded Toastmaster of the year 2016 by the Guild of International Professional Toastmasters

Tel: 01245 472414 | Mobile: 07935 185354 | Email: peterminney@onetel.com

www.guildtoastmaster.com

Please visit our website, Facebook, Linkedin and Wedding Videos on www.vimeo

WWW.NOTJUSTTRAVEL.COM/BRITT-MONKS
BRITT.MONKS@NOTJUSTTRAVEL.COM
0330 1137 747

THE HONEYMOON AND OVERSEAS WEDDING SPECIALISTS
When it comes to your big day, you’re allowed to dream big.
At Not Just Travel, we’re in the business of making dreams come true.
Please call or email us for a quote.
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Honeymoons

Live out your fairy tale wedding or honeymoon dream at Disneyland Paris

ess than an hour’s transfer from
the city of lights, Disneyland
Paris offers the perfect setting to
make any wedding day a memorable
celebration. The magical destination
– complete with the Sleeping Beauty
Castle as its iconic backdrop – now
opens its gates to couples looking for a
storybook setting for their nuptials.
Disney’s Fairy Tale Weddings offers the
bride and groom the chance to create
a wedding day as exquisite and unique
as they are. There are two collections
available: the Royal Wedding collection,
which allows couples to design an
entirely personalised celebration, while
opting for the Romantic Wedding
collection means that they can choose
the celebration that best suits their
dream nuptials.
The Royal Wedding collection brings
every couple’s biggest dreams to life,
from the ‘once upon a time’ beginning
to the ‘happily ever after’ ending. The
unique entertainment and exclusivelydesigned settings make this celebration
an ultimate fairy tale wedding and an
everlasting memory.
Meanwhile, thanks to Romantic
Wedding collections, there’s an array

of venues with spectacular themes that
couples can choose to celebrate their
love in. Unique enhancements, such as
Disney characters or live music, can be
included to make this occasion even
more enchanting.
Disney’s wedding specialists have been
making dreams come true in Disney’s
various destinations around the world
for 25 years. Couples can now rely on
both their expertise and experience at
Disneyland Paris to bring the perfect
celebration to life. From the first steps of
planning right up to the day itself, they
will oversee the tiniest details to ensure
this day exceeds all expectations.
However, if you and your beloved would
rather wait until your honeymoon to be
spirited away to the magic of the iconic
park, there are a number of options
available to create a holiday you’ll both
remember forever. With seven themed
resorts available, there’s a choice to
suit every couple’s whim. While you can
spend much of your getaway indulging
the big kids inside you by exploring the
attractions that both Disneyland Park
and the Walt Disney Studio Park has to
offer, there are plenty of other activities
to partake of once you’ve sampled all

Where to stay

✶ Disneyland Hotel – an opulent
hotel near the entrance of the Magic
Kingdom Park
✶ Disney’s Hotel New York extravagance atop the New York
City skyline
✶ Disney’s Newport Bay Club Resort
– a low-key resort that fulfils your
dream of the sea
✶ Disney’s Sequoia Lodge – a
mountain retreat exuding the
tranquillity of the great outdoors
✶ Disney’s Hotel Cheyenne, Disney's
Hotel Santa Fe or Disney's Davy
Crockett Ranch – all hotels where you
can hang your hat in Western style.

the rides and gotten selfies with Mickey
and Minnie. There are endless dining
options and spa treatments, tennis
courts and a golf court. And with La
Vallee just five minutes away, you can
even shop until you drop!
Whether it’s to say I do, or honeymoon,
the magic of Disneyland Paris will
ensure that your ‘happily ever after’
starts with a touch of magic.

For more details, visit www.disneylandparis.co.uk
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Essex Wedding Awards

Congratulations
to everyone who is planning to
marry in Essex during 2017!

W

e hope that if you are an Essex couple looking for a
local wedding supplier or service, that you can take a
moment to view our site www.essexweddingawards.
co.uk to view all our wonderful winners and fabulous finalists,
all of whom have been judged as some of the best wedding
businesses in the county.
In order to be one of our finalists or winners, each company will
have gone through a process to tell our judges about how their
business operates, its key features and benefits and of course,
demonstrate their passion for what they do for the brides and
grooms of Essex. We know how difficult it can be to find your
perfect dress, venue, flowers, photographer or finishing touches,
but we hope that within our extensive list of companies that
you will find your perfect wedding supplier for your most
perfect day! To help you when choosing suppliers, please look
out for the EWA pink Heart logo, which clearly identifies our
winners and finalists.
If you are a wedding supplier who is wishing to enter, please
also visit our website and find out just how easy the entry
process is – Every year we receive letters and emails from
companies whose business and brand has increased through

being a finalist or winner- and, you never know, you may
possibly become one of them in 2017!
The Essex Wedding Awards 2017, black tie gala evening will
once again be staged at Orsett Hall Hotel & Spa on 23rd
November 2017 and our website is already open to enter for
this year. We are also accepting nominations for our Bride’s
Choice – Great Service Award, further details of which may
also be found on our website and on our Facebook page.
The Essex Wedding Awards are organised by Brilliant
Marketing Solutions and are sponsored by Orsett Hall Hotel &
Spa, Greenwoods Hotel & Spa and supported by Essex County
Council, Southend on Sea Borough Council and Thurrock
Council. Our sole Media Partner is Main Event Wedding
Shows Ltd, publisher of Absolute Bridal
Magazine. For all enquiries please
contact the Essex Wedding Awards
team on 01622 474011.
Happy Wedding Planning!
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Your

Lady Toastmaster

Turning your day into a dream day
We think a honeymoon
should be as unique
as you are…

Krystyna Thompson
Treating you and your guests with the utmost respect ,
kindness and calm. Le aving nothing to chance
I will ensure your day runs as you wish
.

I will be there for you!

01268 554136
yourladytoastmaster@outlook.com

www.ladyweddingtoastmaster-essex.com

NOT JUST TRAVEL
ELLA CAMPBELL

We select products from
all major travel agencies
to small niche operators
to ensure all your
travel desires are met
and you have a truly
unforgettable honeymoon.
Tel: 01375 767 935/ Mob: 07392 486 989
Email: info@relaxaway.co.uk
Relaxaway

www.relaxaway.co.uk

Your financial protection - All travel products have 100% financial
protection. All flights and flights inclusive packages are financial
protected by the ATOL scheme.We act as an agent to for licensed Tour
Operators. When you pay you will be issued with an ATOL Certificate.

My name is Bond...

David Bond
Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
Member of The National Association of Toastmasters
Associate of the Cruise Lecturers Association

I can book your honeymoon from budget to the more luxurious.
If you have considered getting married overseas, we can book
that for you too. We also book ﬂights and accommodation
for families attending your wedding. Need a car while on
honeymoon? Call me…I can offer competitive rates. I can
book your whole holiday, with ﬂights, accommodation, car
hire and attraction tickets, all in one place. With 2000+
booking suppliers, I can tailor your dream honeymoon to your
speciﬁcations. Please call me for a no-obligation quote
and let’s start booking your dream honeymoon!
Email: ella.campbell@notjusttravel.com
Tel: 07715208909 / 01767 314002
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Standing at 6ft 5ins tall David commands
an authoritative persona and should you
choose to engage David’s services you
can be assured of his attention to detail
and his determination to make your
wedding an event to be remembered.

Tel. Mobile: 07768 418163
Home: 01438 317709
dmb@dmbond.com
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